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In one of the most finished of American shorter 
poems a dimpled child is asked to tell when human 
love begins, while a white-haired and bent old man 
is urged to say when it ends. The little girl replies 
that some younger child must make the answer; 
while the grandsire can only say, ‘“ Ask some older 
sage than I.” Should not continuance in Christ’s 
service stretch at least as far toward the beginning 
and the close of life? Is the dimpled child too 
young, or the white-haired grandsire too old, to be 
found in the Master’s Sunday-schools ? 


When a church-member commits a public sin, the 
fact of his membership accompanies the statement of 
his crime in every newspaper from Maine to Texas. 
But when a Christian is found to be a hero, the fact 
that he was a disciple of Christ is often unaccounta- 
bly forgotten. If the heroic Mr. Barron, who recently 
surrendered his life at Dexter, Maine, rather than 
swerve from duty, had stolen the funds of his bank, 
is there any doubt that the whole country would 
have been informed that he professed to bea Chris- 
tian? As it is, we find but little prominence given 
to the fact that he was the main stay of the Congre- 
gational Church in his native town. If the truth 
were fairly stated in every such case, would not some 


men have more hope for the world than they now 
have? 


The teacher's success depends more upon the atti- 
tude of his mind just previous to his presence with 
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his class than many realize. We have known 
teachers to complain of the inattention and indiffer- 
ence of their scholars, and to wonder at its cause. 
Any one who had listened half an hour before to 
their convereation, utterly foreign to serious religious 
thought, could have explained it. The study ofa 
well-known preacher was entered one Sunday by an 
intimate friend a short time before the hour for ser- 
vice. The visitor found him lying on his back, read- 
ing a French novel. ‘“ Why,” said the guest, “it 
doesn’t seem as if that were the best way to prepare 
for the pulpit.” ‘Oh, yes, it is,” was the reply. “I 
find that I preach best when I have divested my 
mind of all religious sentiment.” It is needless to 
add thathe was not an Evangelical preacher, and 
that he did not aim to convert souls, but to con- 
trovert orthodoxy. 


With all the rage for old-fashioned andirons and 
clocks and bureaus and spinning-wheels, which 
causes such a ransacking of garrets and a watching 
of second-hand-furniture stores, it is hardly to be 
wondered at that old-fashioned heresies are newly 
popular in the community. Indeed, the old heresies 
are as good now as ever they were, and possibly 
quite as good as any new ones would be. But is it 
fair for a man to claim credit as a religious inventor, 
when he has merely set up anew a relic from a theo- 
logical auction shop? Ona Chestnut Street sign- 
board, two enterprising dealers advertise them- 
selves as the “ originators and introducers of old- 
fashioned molasses candy.” Those dealers are enti- 
tled to just about as much credit as, in another line, 
are the few rhetorical clergymen and irreligious lay- 
men who are now extensively advertised as the 
originators and introducers—out of their fresh inves- 
tigations and their profound scholarship—of the old- 
fashioned heresy of “ restorationism.” There is cer- 
tainly no novelty in the no-hell theory. 


Some people profess to believe thata religious 
revival is a period of abnormal physical and spiritual 
excitement, which is sure to be followed by a cor- 
responding time of prostration and helplessness in 
the churches. We are told that it is useless to go 
up to the mountain-top, for a corresponding depth 
of valley must forthwith be visited when we have 
reached the summit. The work of Messrs. Moody 
and Sankey is a proof thata genuine revival is a 
means of permanent good, and that the people who 
are affected by the excitement of the hour are few 
in comparison with those who remain inthe churches. 
It has virtually been a continuous revival of four 
years, carried on in so many English-speaking cities 
that it has become a part of the general religious 
history of modern Protestantism. Nor has it been 
a mere nine days’ wonder in I-ondon, or Glasgow, or 
Philadelphia, or the other places visited. In more 
than one foreign city the anniversary of the begin- 
ning of the evangelists’ work is piously observed 
every year. This perpetuity of the religious in- 
fluence aroused by Messrs. Moody and Sankey has 
never been more apparent than during the past 
three months. Our readers have been told by a 


| leading Providence pastor how the work has been 


continued in that city; and next week we shall 
print a similar account of supplementary labors in 
Hartford. In the latter city drunkenness and 








crime have diminished to a degree noticeable even 
to the cold student of social science. Mr. Moody 
left Springfield only last week, but the local observ- 
ers, in summing up his four weeks’ work, find “ no 
symptoms of reaction or relapse.” 

Satirical remarks concerning church choirs are now 
heard less frequently than formerly. The increas- 
ing popularity of congregational singing has had a 
tendency to diminish the severity of attacks on 
quartette choirs. In general, it is better to give 
the people a large share in the service of song, 
but it is evident that certain noble anthems or 
hymns can adequately be rendered only by trained 
voices. The diminution, of late years, in the 
average amount annually appropriated for church 
music has abolished, to a large extent, the demoral- 
izing custom of employing, on Sunday, singers 
who take a regular place on the operatic stage 
duringthe week. But another abuse remains, 
scarcely less objectionable. For instance, a vocalist 
sings in a Roman Catholic church in the morning, 
and in a Universalist church at night. It is not 
uncommon for solo singers of eminence to earn a 
double salary by performing in a Jewish synagogue 
on Saturday and a Christian church on Sunday. 
The authorities of certain synagogues, on their part, 
have found it necessary to prohibit the employment 
of singers who accept positions in Christian churches. 
In’ both cases it is performing, not worshiping. 
The analogy between a singer and a preacher is not 
perfect, but certainly a conscientious artist ought to 
refuse to take part, indifferently, in services one of 
which must necessarily be against his conscience, 
if his conscience speaks in the matter at all, One 
of our eminent Amerivan architects refuses to design 
churches not of the Triuitarian faith. He freely 
admits that his own opinion is not infallible, but be 
feels that he must be loyal to it. Whatever he 
thought of his course in relation to a mere place of 
worship, can it be doubted that a leader in an act of 
worship ought to be fairly in sympathy with the 
doctrines which that act symbolizes? For music is 
an act of Christian worship as old as preaching 
itself. 


THE TREMULOUSNESS OF TRUE 
COURAGE. 


A stolid indifference to danger is nota sign of 
true courage. He who never knew what fear is, cannot 
know what is bravery. The courageous man faces 
danger with a full understanding of the risks 
involved. He goes forward, not without fears, but in 
spite of them. Indeed, asense of danger is obviously 
essential to an intelligent and discreet braving of 
danger. 

There are men who do not know what fear is; but 
they are of lesser value, even for fighting purposes. 
Theirs is simply a brutal recklessness. They are as 
ready asa bull-dog to rush into combat with an 
enemy; and arehardly more serviceable. Having 
no sensitiveness to peril, they have no hesitation to 
dare the greatest odds. As soldiers, they would be 
worthless on picket, for scouts, on the skirmish line, 
or wherever else there is need of caution and judg- 
ment. Their place is only with the moving bat- 
talion under watch and orders. They canuot be 
trusted to their own direction. Courageous soldiers 
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are ever those who are keenly alive to a sense of 
peril, and have a struggle to control their fears that 
they may do their daty regardless of all perceived 
or imagined dangers. The bravest cflicer you ever 
met would tell you not only that he trembled when 
firsthe went under fire, but that under fire he always 
trembles, although now his trembling is inside 
instead of on the surface, and he is enabled by prac- 
tice to conceal ita appearance. And the bravest 
men, when put to the test, are commonly those who 
most doubted their courage until it was tried. The 
man who has no fear that he shall fail in an emer- 
gency is likely to have nothing but fear when the 
emergency is on him. 

It is the same in civil life asin military. The 
public speaker, for example, who never doubts that 
he can interest and influence an audience has little 
power to move an audience. Recognizing no danger 
of failure, he does not guard against it. His lack of 
sentitiveness is contagious. On the other hand, he 
who realizes that he may come short of his oppor- 
tunity is all the more determined in his purpose of 
attaining to it. He approaches it with the tremu- 
lousness of true courage. And in that very tremu- 
lousness is power. What more quickly moves an 
audience to emotion than the quivering tones of an 
earnest speaker, who is evidently doing his utmost to 
control his emotions? ‘ Why is it,” asks one, “ that 
after all these years I find myself trembling at the 
thought of standing before an audience to speak or 
to lead in prayer, as if the whole thing were utterly 
new to me, instead of being an almost every-day 
custom of life?” The answer to this question is 
very simple: ‘“ You recognize a danger that is real. 
You may fail to fill your place wisely. You are 
properly sensitive to your peril. Your trembling is 
so far an indication of your power and of your prob- 
able success. Your experience enables you to con- 
ceal your embarrassment, but not to be without it.” 
The most elcquent and effective of living orators 
would, to-day, tell you that they never stand before 
an audience but with more or less of trepidation. 
A man may, it is true, talk cold logic without tremu- 
lousnees, and may appeal to the reasoning faculties 
of his hearers in the self-possession of indifference ; 
but if he would reach the heart and sway the emo- 
tions of those whom he addresses, he must himself be 
moved; and to be moved a man must tremble. 
Unless a speaker has a struggle with iis emotions, hie 
audience is not likely to have one with theirs. 

‘Who rarely trembles rarely triumphs. At the 
best that man’s success is on a low plane. The poet 
or the artist who never fears that his work will fall 
below his ideal has no very lofty ideal. The lawyer 
who undertakes the advocacy of any new cause of 
great importance without a sense of danger to be 
overcome for his clients, is more indifferent than 
courageous. If a physician feels that avery sick 
patient is out of danger because in his hands, his 
patient's danger is by that very fact increased. One 
of the most distinguished of our American surgeons 
has said, that with his greater experience in his pro- 
fession he is more and more conscious of a trepidation 
to be controlled in approaching every difficult opera- 
tion, in fear of the consequences of possible failure. 
An increase of reputaticn for ekill or ability is an 
increase cf danger to him who has it. It is one of 
the elements of his risk in each new effort. This 
it is that forbids a man to rest ccnfidently on former 
triumphs when a new struggle is before him. 


On the part of friends there is commonly sensi- 
tiveness to the opinions and feelings of each other 
just in proportion as those friends admit the possi- 
bility of a misunderstanding resulting in an estrange- 
ment, and shrink from the consequences of being at 


variance. We are, as a rule, least careful about our 
conduct before those whom we value least, or with 
whom we have least thought of differing. What mat- 
ters it, we think, if we are approved or condemned 
by these strangers, or these common-place acquaint- 
ances? We are free and careless in their presence, 
and perhaps appear all the better from our fearless 





independence; but our best powers are then no|is no longer a call there for courage with its irey- 
more in exercise thanisour courage. Thereis no call|itable tremulousness. The dreaded danger is 
for either. When, however, we are with those whcse | removed. Confidence has taken ils place. Victory 
good opinion is valued by us as beyond all price, arid | is won. So, when the disciple of Jesus realizes that, 


of whose favor we are not yet absolutely sure, how | just as he is, he is accepted and loved by an cmnipo- 


_ keenly alive we are to the possible impression of | tent Saviour; that with all his unworthiness he is 
‘our every word and action. What if we should be! chosen and cherished by one who is able to keep 








misunderstood! What if we should fail where suc-| 
| cess is so greatly to be desired! 
| causes us for the time to feel an embarrassment, and 


Oar trepidation | 


perhaps to show an awkwardaeas, quite unknown to | 
us in another presence. We appear at our worst 

because of our consciousness of the interests involved 

in our appearance. This is as natural as the fact 

that a man who can walk with a firm step, and | 
gracefully, along a low curbstone of a few inches in 

width, or who would not ask more space than that 

for his feet on the sidewalk, would tremble and move 

awkwardly on the edge of a house-roof, or in the 

attempt to cross a yawning chasm on a single narrow 

stringer, where one misstep would be fatal to him. 

The sense of danger produces the embarrass- 

ment and awkwardness. To remove these there is 

wanted—not a loss of the tremulousness, but its fuller 

control. So with the sensitive friends: to put them 

at ease with each other, there is required a control 

of their sensitiveness, rather than its absence. 

There is a great deal of difference between tremu- 
lousness and hesitation. The courageous soldier is | 
tremulous with a nervous sense of the danger he | 
must brave; but he does not heeitate in his purpose | 
of braving it. The effective speaker, the fine artist, | 
the skillful professional man, the earnest seeker 
after friendship, trembles in the thought of a risk | 
which he has no doubt about taking. “He that 
wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the 
wind and tossed. Let not that man think that he 
shall receive anything of the Lord.” But tremu- 
louenees in feeling is not a wavering in purpose. 
The most constant thing in all the realm of matter 
is the magnetic needle; yet what is more tremulous 
than the mariner’s compass? “ True as the needle to 
the pole,” is the very synonym of absolute fidelity ; 
but that needle is instinct with motion, and quivers 
as if it could not be depended on for another second. 
A touch of the hand jars it. Even a breath of air 
causes it to tremble. It vibrates with every change 
of its surroundings. Butits ultimate direction is 
never in doubt. It is so centered on a northward 
purpose that it will not be held back from its arctic 
devotion. Its quivering discloses its sense of danger, 
leat it should be drawn away from that which it 
seeka determinedly, and toward which it presses 
with the tremulousness of true courage. How differ- 
ent this from the ficklenees of “a wave of the sea 
driven with the wind and tossed,” having no fixed 
purpose of direction; turned northward or south- 
ward with the change of wind or tide. 

Asin the sphere of human conduct and human 
friendships, so in the highest spiritual sphere. The 
thought of the terrible consequences involved ina 
failure to secure his loving favor, causes many a | 
longing soul to shrink and tremble as it turns toward | 
the Lord Jesus ina desire to find acceptance with 
him. The same thought cauees even the courageous 
and heroic Paul to disclose the tremulousness of 
anxiety, as he tells of his struggle to be faithful, and 
declares: “But I keep under my body, and bring 
it into subjection, lest that by any means, when | 








have preached to others, I myself should be a cast- 
away.” He who recognizes no spiritual danger from | 
which only the Lord Jeeus can rescue and guard | 
him, knows nothing of true Christian courage. He 





who has never trembled for his soul, is a stranger to 
the victory of faith. Until that victory is won, there | 
must be, from a sense of existing dangers, trepidation 
to the truly courageous soul which isin its pursuit. | 
But victory is attainable in the struggle for the | 
divine favor, as indeed it isin the struggle for a| 
human friendship. When we are no longer in doubt | 
of a human friend's favor, and have no fear of giving or 


him from falling or failing,—then it is that the tremu- 
lousness of courage in seeking salvation gives place 
to the restfulness of loving confidence in its pcsses- 
sion ; and that the truth is realized, that “there is 
no fear in love; for “ perfect love casteth out fear.” 

It is true that “he that feareth is not made perfect 
in love:” only, however, when there is no longer any 
danger to be feared, is there no longer any tremu- 
lousness on the part of the truly courageous Chris- 
tian, in the discharge of his daily duties. 





NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


—There are some requests made of us which we do not 
intend to gratify. Here, for example, is one from a very 
good minister in Eastern Massachusetts. ] 
So do we. He says: 

I am one of those numerous pastors who make cuttings from 
their favorite papers when the family has read them. Now help 
us. Don’t print your good articles on both sides of a leaf. This 
you often do with your longest editorial. This vou have once 
done with Professor Phelps’s article. Can't you avoid this? 

Even if we could avoid it, we are not disposed to try. 
Our plan is to have the best articles on both sides of every 
page. We want the good things to run over and strike 
through. We shall not deliberately cut short a first-claes 
article at the bottom of the page when there is enough of 
it for the next. ‘“ Please turn over” will be found between 
the lines of the last article of each page of reading matter. 
If you want both sides for a scrap-bock, the surest way 
will be to take two papers. Still, if you paste in what is 
on the alternate pages as the paper now stands, we hope 
you will get your money’s worth. But a half and half 
paper we cannot send out. 


He means well. 


—Possibly out of the eighty thousand Sunday-schools, 
more or less, in the United States, one in a thousand holds 
two sessions each Sunday. For the benefit of the echools 
which already have, or which are inclined to undertake, 
a second session, we give a place to a New York City 
correspondent’s plea for the continuance and wise use of 
the supplemental hour. He says: 

If I had the pen of a ready writer, I would not need to apolo- 
gize for wielding it in behalf of the second srssion of the Sunday- 
school, which I am surprised to see you speak so discouraging'y 
of in a recent issue of The Times. You say ‘ the attempt is still 
made in some schools to have two sessions each Sunday.” [I 
should wonder that the attempt was made to carry on a school 
with but one session, if I was not confronted by the greater 
marvel, that there are schools which ‘ have a name to live’ and 
yet are without a weekly teachers’-meeting. Possibly the want 
of this latter meeting is connected with the difficulty one of ycur 
correspondents finds in filling up the time of the second session, 
Where teachers come to their classes filled full of the lesson from 
a thorough question-and-answer teachers’-meeting, they and 
their scholars find the allotted thirty-five or forty minutes 
of one session quite insufficient, and the complaint is often 
heard that they did not have time to get through the lesson. 
It is here that the afternoon session may capitally supple 
ment their work. The chronology, the genealogy, and the 
geography of the lesson, however dry and difficult in class 
teaching. may, by the aid of map and blackboard, be made full 
of life and interest from the desk, and greatly relieve and facili- 
tate the teacher in his more personal work. For review pur- 
poses the second session has obvious advantages Snuperintend- 
ents who pride themselves on the attainments of their scholars, 
(judging the whole school by the ready answers of the few bright 
ones) may meet a profitable, if somewhat humiliating surprise, 
in discovering how litéle the average scholar knows of the day's 
lesson, if he will thoroughly review the school class by class, or 
individually if the school is small. 1 would suggest the limiting 
of the session toone hour. Let no one but the superintendent 
or his associate conduct it. As a rule, with rare exceptions, 
permit no speeches. Confine the application of the lesson to one 
or two points, reinforced by Scripture references, and reiterated 
with impressive earnestness, Thus conducted the second session 
will surely be an added blessing to a school; and to any super- 
intendent who carefully and prayerfully aims to make it such. 
“But Jesus said unto them, They need not depart; give ye them. 
to eat” (Matt. 14: 16). 


Any Sunday-school conducted in the manner above 
described will be conducted profitably. If every school 
could maintain a second session of the sort thus outlined, 
there would undoubtedly be a gain to both scholars and 
teachers, The second session to which we took exception 
is a talking session, where the time is worse than wasted 


taking offense in intercourse with that friend, there | in stupid or impassioned harangues. 
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MY PRIMROSE. 


BY MARGARET E. SANGSTEBR. 


My little primrose, gentle flower, 
The darling of how many an hour 
When thou and I, together, gaze 

In sheltered peace on stormful days. 


About thee broods a quiet hush, 
And yet the shadow of a bluch 
That once hath stirred the vestal air, 
Is tranced upon thy petals fair. 


Nor bird, nor butterfly, nor bea, 
Hath ever whispered love to thee, 
Nor sunbeam ventured to caress, 
Too bold, thy sweet unconsciousness. 


Why, then, the dream of roseate glow, 
So faint upon thy virgin snow? 

Canst thou divine how dear thou art, 
White winter blossom, to my heart? 


How in thy dainty grace I see 

A pledge of lovely things to be, 

And wait, when thou hast had thy day, 
To greet the flowery fields of May? 


The wildwood treasures, coy and sweet, 
The bloom of gardens, and the fleet 
Large rapture of the orchard’s foam, 
In that delightful time to come, 


Will say but this, which thou dost say 
So sofily to my soul to-day: 

“The Lord who keeps his promises 

Is near thee ever, near to bless. 


“No spoken word his heart forgets, 
The hour for leaf and bud he sets; 
Who cares for fragile flower shall be 
A strong defense to thine and thee.” 


Smile on, my little primrose fair, 

Shed faintest perfume on the air; 

The winds may rave, the rain may fall, 
But we are happy through it all. 





THE STUDY OF CHURCH HISTORY. 
BY J. F. HURST, D.D. 


There is not a single department of study, either in our 
Sunday-schools or theological seminaries, which has been 
more neglected than the history of the church. Perhaps 
we Americans are as yet too young to look calmly on the 
past, and pronounce justly upon it. Still, to this there are 
some notable exceptions in the line of secular historiog- 
raphy, such as Preecott, Irving, Motley, Bancroft, 
and Kirk. These men have chosen most interesting 
periods in the past, and have succeeded to a degree that 
has attracted the admiration of the entire literary world. 
Then in the department of denominational history there 
has been no little success. The histories which Americans 
have written on the great religious bodies of this country 
are, beyond exception, the best which the century has 
produced. Gillett, Hodge, Punchard, Hawks, Perry, 
Backus, Bacon, Stevens, and others, have described the 
noble career of their respective churches in a masterly 
manner, Our denominational histories have acquired a 
just celebrity on both sides of the Atlantic. This is the 
first stage in the path of excellent historical writing. But 
it is only a stage, and we must acknowledge the fact. 
The great work of general treatment of church history has 
only just begun. 

1. The good beginnings of general church history in this 
country. In an excellent address delivered by the late 
Professor Henry B. Smith, in assuming charge of the 
department of church history in the Union Theologica] 
Seminary, he complained that we Americans had done 
next to nothing in this respect; in fact, that we had not 
yet reached a taste for the science. That was in 1850, 
and he spoke the literal truth. But in the twenty- 
seven years that have elapsed since, we can note a remark- 
able progress. We see just enough good fruit of inde- 
pendent historical search into the life of the church to give 
us hope that much is to be done by American theolegians 
in hastening a judicial and thorough historiography 
The very leader in this new line was this same gifted man 
His “Chronological Tables of the History of the Caurch 
of Christ” is the ripe fruit of years of patience and 
scholarly labor. It is really the nearest approach to ar 
American church history that we have, alihough his pages 
consist chiefly of proper names, dates, and bibliography. 
Dr. Baird's “Religion in America,” the first edition of 


which had already appeared (1842), is the only history’ 


which gives us a complete view of the church in the 
colonial period, while his summaries of the history of the 
individual denominations, though now needing new matter 


to bring them down to date, were the best which our | 

theology had produced. In just this matter of grouped | 
| denominational history, Sprague’s “ Annals of the Ameri- | 
| can Pulpit ” (1856-1869) have served an excellent purpose. | 
If the introductions to each of his volumes were pub- 
| lished in a separate volume, they would serve as a very | 
fair and compact, though not articulated, history of the | 
| American church. The new matter which Professor Smith | 
added to his edition of Hagenbach’s “ History of Christian | 
Doctrines” is of great value, and it is a pity that so much | 
rich and original material should be distributed in fine | 
print, to set off and strengthen the work of another man. | 
In a conversation between Dr. Hagenbach and the writer 
of this paper, in 1869, it was suggested that it would be a 
good service to German theology to transfer Professor 
Smith’s valuable additions, and especially the Anglo-Saxon 
bibliography, back toa new German edition. ‘Oh, no,” 
replied Dr. Hagenbach, “ it is now hardly worth while. I 
am getting old, and perhaps my book had better go along 
as I have left it.” Still, he recognized the new value with 
which the American editor had clothed his work. 

One of the most original and timely works in this 
general line of historical theology is Shedd’s “ History of 
Christian Doctrine.” It will long supply a great want in 
our literature. Professor Fisher’s labors are of even a 
more general character. His “ History of the Reforma- 
tion” is now our best manual on the subject. Merle 
d’Aubigne has made our people well acquainted with the 
romantic side of the great Reformation. It isa popular 
work, and good enough for home reading. But itis hardly 
more fitted for the careful study of the period involved 
than the cumbrous folios of the Magdeburg Centuries. 
We have not time, for purposes of careful study, for 
D'Aubigné. Dr. Fisher's book is just what the busy 
preacher and teacher need. Then the recent work of Dr. 
Fisher on the “ Beginnings of Christianity,” indicates his 
disposition to move on with a history of the entire church. 
It covera essentially the apostolic or genetic period of the 
church. Bacon's “Genesis of the New England Churches” 
touches only one stage in our career, and while very valu- 
able for that, does not serve the purpose of general history, 
3ave to supply one important chapter. 

2. Neglected periods in our knowledge of church history. 
Our general knowledge of church history is exceedingly 
scrappy. What we know isin mere tidbits. For exam- 
ple, there is a pretty fair knowledge of church history 
during the apostolic period. The excellent installment 
of Dr. Schaff's “Church History,” on the “ Apostolic 
Church,” Neander's labors in this period, and the fruits of 
many other writers, have given the present generation of 
reading people an adequate conception of this important 
stadium in ecclesiastical life. But the mediwval period is 
but little known. The time from A. D. 768, when Charle- 
magne’s reign began, down to 1517, when the Reformation 
became an assured fact, is to most people a sealed book. 
We know only such little snatches of this rich medixwval 
apace as the Mohammedan conquests, the crusades, 
and the quibbling scholasticism of France. The real 
underlying philosophy of this period is as much in the 
dark, to the average American mind, as if there had never 
been a medieval period. Hallam’s work on the “ Middle 
Ages” gives uschiefly the literary side of the interregnum, 
while Maitland’s “ Dark Ages” is too much a eulogy of 
jarkness to aid us to a just conception of the times. 
When we come to the Reformation, however, we recover the 
long-lost thread. Luther, Melanchthon, Erasmus, Calvin, 
Zwingle, Cicolampadius, and Farel are almost as well 
known as our owncontemporaries. Our knowledge of this 
period and its conditions is quite accurate. Indeed, the 
whole of the sixteenth century’ down to the last two 
decades is familiar to us. Our readers of religious books, 
and especially our students of theology, know the drift of 
thought down to the time when the second generation of 
reformers came, and the grand issues of the golden age of 
the Reformation“degenerated into fruitless controversies. 
After this splitting up into quarrelsome parties, we again 
lose the thread of history. If we except the Wesleyan 
reformation, the whole time from the close cf the sixteenth 
century to the close of the eighteenth, is an inexcusable 
chasm in our knowledge. There were important move- 
ments going on upon the Continent. Pietiem, the growth 
of rationalism, the rise of an independent and original] 
German philosophy, have been but scantily treated by our 
writers of ecclesiastical history. In the last century are 
the seeds of all the great movements in the theological 
shought cf our own times. One of the secrets of the Rev. 
Joseph Cook’s remarkable success lies in the fact that he 
has carefully mastered this period, and, having mastered 
it, is enabled to interpret the present skepticism and its 
real antidotes. The breaking up of all forms of conti- 
nental life by the French Revolution (1789), which actually 
lasted until the battle of Waterloo (1815), marks the tran- 








sition to a new period, This most modern period in 
church history begins with this latter date. But our 
knowledge of this time is exceedingly fragmentary. Who 
has described Tractarianiemfully ? The disruption of the 
Established Church of Scotland can only be learned from 
indirect sources, such as Norman McLeod’s Memoirs and 
similar works. The old Catholic movement is known only 
because the present generation have read it in the papers, 
The same may be said of the issues culminating in the 
Vatican Council. 

The one great need of our times, for all people interested 
in the wonderful life of the church, is to become thoroughly 
acquainted with the ecclesiastical history of our own cen- 
tury and its antecedents, Wehave a work to do now, and 
we belong toa time which we need to know well. Noone 
can serve his generation without a thorough acquaintance 
with it, and the extent and tension of our grasp of knowl- 
edge of our own times are the measure of our ability to 
meet its issues and supply its needs. 


—— 





BIBLE STUDY BY ADULTS. 
BY THE REV. SAMUEL J, FISHER, 


It must be granted that the purpose and value of preach- 
ing have not yet passed away ; nor does it seem probable 
that in the most distant future a substitute will be found, 
a more powerful and useful instrument be obtained. The 
personal magnetism developed by the hour of worship 
and the spoken word, the fervency of appeal, the influ- 
ence of tones and glances, of posture and address, wrap- 
ping itself about the earnest message or supporting the 
glowing flame of a heart-burning zeal, are still, and shall 
be, elements of absolute necessity in the regeneration of 
mankind. 

But here we meet with the proven fact that in some 
form there must be a preparation of the heart, which is to 
be influenced by the truth. The vast majority of conver- 
sions are from the number of these taught and trained in 
biblical truth. The great revivals are like the flame 
which finds before it the great harvest of the prairie: the 
life and blossom of years of untold fertility and growth. 
The evangelist builds on other men’s foundations, and 
enters into other men’s labors, Like the fairest portions 
of Boston, which are built upon the new land, where once 
the swampy morass and the salt waves of the Back Bay 
surged and oozed in treacherous support; the wise hearer 
of the gospel is built up from early ignorance into some 
firm ideas of the plan and government of God. Appreci- 
ating this fact, the Sunday-school is reaching out after the 
young, to take possession of the untrained and unfettered 
heart. But the question challenges our attention whether 
this training is continued as far as it should be, and 
whether there does not exist in the adult Christian 
character a noble opportunity for an increase in the 
knowledge of God’s revealed word. 

Permit me to call attention, with all possible brev- 
ity, to the advantages to be received by adults in the 
systematic study of the Bible, and then to the manner in 
which this study may profitably be performed. 

First: There is the advantage arising from aclear con- 

ception of progress made in the divine revelation. Com- 
paratively few realize the philosophy of this sacred history, 
which through the mists of the past, sometimes with 
gigantic strides, and at others with slower step, moves 
along the centuries until it is merged in the crowded 
masses of profane history. There is but a meagre idea of 
the grandest unfolding of God’s plans, the tentative pro- 
cess by which he shaped the dull, blind and ignorant 
peoples to serve his end, the slow unfolding of a purer 
morality, and an unsurpassed and unsurpassable code 
of spiritual laws. God's educational and disciplinary 
providences are’ too often buried in the ignorance which 
fancies the Old Testament to be obsolete, and only the 
New to be, like the blossom of the century plant, the 
flower of many along year of hard and comparatively 
barren existence. 
, But if Augustine was correct when he philosophically 
declared “the New Testament to lie hidden in the Old, 
and the Old to be revealed in the New,” no broad Christian 
knowledge is possible which does not grasp carefully and 
completely the; varied history reaching from the firat 
Adam to the last: from the earthly paradise, so easily 
lost, to the heavenly paradise through Christ regained. 

Individuals are naturally most attractive as objects of 
interest and study, There is a charm of similar experi- 
ence or mingled faults and virtues which selects them 
before other facts, Abraham, Moses, David, and Paul, 
Issiah, Jeremiah, and John, are only the fruit of divine 
plans, the bright consummate flower of divine principles. 
More wonderful than they, more suggestive than they, 
is that invisible power which shapes the chaotic mass of 
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a falien world into slow, yet certain progress, and from 
tims to time, and out of the pasture lands, out of the 
Egyptian palace, out of shepherdhood and priesthood, 
lifts these souls which are to advance his purposes so 
vast, 

Second : There is the advantage of difficulties removed 
or explained. These rise to the surface in all systematic 
study of this Revelation, and may be readily commented 
upon, Many a mind has carried with it for yearsa dim 
feeling of uncertainty, which would form itself into doubt, 
if it were not repressed by the effort of determined faith ; 
and yet the fact out of which the dread uncertainty 
springs may be an exploded difficulty or an actual aid of 
faith, The preacher cannot wisely reiterate the multitude 
of objections. To some minds, his mere statement may 
be like the legendary Afrit, which was imprisoned ina 
bottle, and therefore controllable; but the bottle uncorked, 
it rose and spread itself far and wide in derision at the 
attempts to compel it to submit and return. 

But when objections do properly arise, nothing is more 
helpful than this fearless consideration of important 
principles, this confidence generated by a firmer knowl- 
edge, which offsets the infidel or doubter by a science 
deeper than his own. Lord Bacon wrote, “ A little phi- 
losophy inclineth man’s mind to atheism, but depth in 
philosophy bringeth men’s minds about to religion; ” and 
soin the united study of God’s word, a larger informa- 
tion, and the suggestions of others, equally interested, 
are always beneficial. It is unquestionably true that, as 
President Seelye says, “the Bible needs no defense ; it will 
prove itself;” but still the Bible comes to us filtered 
through many minds, and necessarily carrying with it 
the characteristics of its times and its translators—as 
the pure stream is affected by the mineral veins over 
which it glides. Then, a reference to the original, a fresh 
grouping of the context, a careful study of the age and 
its ideas, may present the subject in a new light, and 
suggest increased praise of Him who is init all. 


Third: Add to this the kindred advantage of a more 
thorough acquaintance with the ancient ceremonies. 
It has been comp!ained by some that obsolete terms and 
antique phrases are too often employed in the presenta- 
tion of the gospel; and it is a lawful subject of com- 
plaint if these terms and phrases are not thoroughly 
imbedded in the hearer’s mind. The ceremony of sacri- 
fice and atonement, of blood-sprinkling, of uplifting, the 
holy of holies, and the approach of the high-priest. This 
entire subject of the ceremonial law, so suggestive to the 
Jews, is useless for the Gentile, until he las felt its con- 
nection with the cravings of his own heart, Then what 
a world of meaning to the instructed soul lies in those 
words “the Lamb of God;” what perpetual comfort in 
the high-priesthood of Christ; what a promise that we 
shall be kings and priests unto God, washed in that blood, 
forgiven through that sacrifice upon which we have 
placed the hand of faith and made it our own! It is said 
that in the French language there is no exact equivalent 
for our tender and restful word “home;” so is there in 
all secular philosophy no exact repetition of the great 
Christian [principles of judgment, atonement, and law. 
They must be engrafted from this word, and therefore they 
must be fixed in the popular mind by this study of those 
ceremonies which were the type of a better truth. The 
preacher goes out from his associations with all these 
facts of the gospel system, and he readily fails to realize 
that he sows upon unprepared ground, upon hearts incapable 
of perceiving the admirable harmony of the principles he 
presents, and which only catch a blurred hint of the types 
and symbols, so suggessive, so rich in thought for the 
better informed mind. 

Fourth: An additional advantage in such study lies in 
the increased information concerning the facts of Eastern life. 
Only by considerable effort can the mind accumulate such 
information, through which it places itself in more 
thorough sympathy with the entire sphere of biblical life. 
The physical formation of those distant lands, the agri- 
cultural and commercial resources and customs, the habits 
and manners, the life of field and village, of lake and shore, 
present a wide field for research. So closely intertwined 
are they with narrative and teaching, with history and 
doctrine, that to some degree an acquaintance with their 
forms is absolutely necessary for the comprehension of the 
full truth, Our different life and partial ignorance hides 
their beauty, as in the ancient chapel at Florence the 
modern whitewash hid the portrait of Dante for many 
a year. It is not mere geography and antiquities that 
we are tostudy; but the exteriors of alife and truth of 
unequaled importance and value. With what kindling 
joy the traveller stands where blue Galilee ripples to its 
shores, or Jordan rises and falls, or Mt. Zion is touched 
by sunrise and sunset, and Gethsemane, so calm, s0 





undisturbed, invites the thought from the rush of modern 
ambitions to the midnight hour and the struggling form of 
the Son of God! With what interest the less fortunate 
believer looks upon the photographs of those scenes, and 
strives to look past mosque and caravan to Jerusalem’s 
hour of hope and pride, God has endowed man with an 
imagination which may be a most powerful aid in appre- 
ciating his truth and investing it with a new and throbbing 
reality. How often, using the sublime hints of the future 
as pinions upon which the heart may rise, the believer 
has attempted to float in imagination into the very zenith 
of heaven, until, like Icarus, he finds his wings melting 
in the dazzling light of mystery and sublimity, and falls to 
earth, to earth again: But here are a multitude of practi- 
eal facts so closely interwoven with the life here described 
By their aid, the earnest student steps across oceans and 
centuries, and walks amid the scenes now the mere 
Pompeii of the long ago, the mummies of ancient vigor 
and hope. With a well-informed mind, a vigorous imagi- 
nation is indifferent to distance or time, and revels in the 
power which resurrects the dead and buried the past. As 
Conybeare has said of Paul, we can say of all Scripture: 
“ Every step of his life brings us into contact with some 
new phase of ancient life, unfamiliar to our modern 
experience, and upon which we must throw light from 
other sources than Scripture, if we wish it to form a dis- 
tinct image in the mind.” 

Then there is the advantage of discovering the exact 
manner in which the doctrines are revealed. Nothing is 
more important than the associations of divine truth, the 
exact occasion of their declaration, the clear purpose for 
which they were embodied in words. A clear and thor- 
ough knowledge of the doctrines of Scripture lies at the 
basis of all earnest living, of all truly mature Christian 
character and aim. The doctrines have been styled the 
skeleton of religion ; and Evangelical Christianity can cry 
to Liberalism as Gratiano did to Shylock: “I thank thee, 
Jew, for teaching me that word.” They are the skeleton 
upon which the soft and helpless flesh of impulse is laid. 


Let me mention one more advantage which suggests 
itself fromconstant experience. Such study will associate 
the young and the old, and destroy the too prevalent feel- 
ing that with advancing youth all study of the Bible may 
be laid aside, Of late there has been an increased interest 
in the divine word, but it is far from universal, even 
among Christians. There are toomany who remain babes 
in Christ; and their effects upon the young is simply 
deplorable. How much we need among parents a study 
of this word which “age cannot wither, nor custom stale,” 
and whose larger interpretation lies like a radiant path of 
promise on the land beyond the grave! Such study could 
not failto impregnate the family with new feelings toward 
religion. It would erect the family altar so frequently 
cast down, and throw around the hours of family worship 
acharm and influence which the individual, society, and 
the world would feel. It is as true of America as of 
Scotland that 


“ From scenes like these old Scotia’s grandeur springs, 
That makes her loved at home, revered abroad.” 


Such are some of the advantages—and I can only 
briefly indicate the manner in which they may be obtained. 
Though not altogether impossible, it is generally a hope- 
less task for the preacher to afford all these advantages. 
As far as possible, union and freedom and system are neces- 
sary, and these can be obtained in! one of the following 
ways: 

By the gathering of large Bible classes at the regular 
session of the Sunday-school. This is more attainable in 
communities where parents are compelled to accompany 
their children ; and thus a large adult element is neces- 
sarily present, 

By a special gathering on Sunday. As distinct from the 
ordinary exercises of the Sunday-school, there may be 
some elements of attraction for many which may induce 
their attendance, 

By week-day assemblies. This in connection with the 
teachers’-meeting may be {doubly beneficial; and I am 
familiar with such an instance, in another city, where 
much interest has thus been aroused. 

Again: By the substitution of Bible study for the second 
service, This has been frequently suggested, and in some 
instances tried with marked success, A regular Sabbath 
afternoon service was carried on for some time somewhat 
after this manner by Professor Stowe, in one of the 
churches of Hartford, and also by one of the former pastors 
in Springfield, Massachusetts. The latter experiment was, 
I believe, particularly successful, and its results beneficial. 
It is well worthy our careful consideration whether in 
many communities such a change in the second service may 
not profitably be made; whether a larger and more per- 
manent influence for good cannot be thus created. Each 





church must be governed largely by its circumstances, but 
upon all rests the responsibility of diffusing a more 
thorough knowledge of this word. 

This book lies at the base of our religious life and our 
national existence. It begets that diffused conscientious- 
ness which Joseph Cook says is one of the four elements 
of safe popular freedom,—the hope of our land. It is 
not read, it is not pondered, it is not treasured as it should 
be, by our people. Ina beautiful casket France preserves 
the heart of the great Napoleon—that heart which was 
the source of such remarkable life—from whose narrow 
limits the streams of vitality pulsated through that bodily 
frame which seemed almost to grasp the world, and, 
beneath a benignant star, laid a continent at his feet. 
With far greater reverence, with more worthy love, m ust 
we treasure this source of a mightier vitality, a purer 
strength, a more perfect triumph, this fountain of divine 
knowledge, the heart of human thought and learning, 
throbbing with a deathless life. 


HAPPY DODD; 


OR, 
“SHE HATH DONE WHAT SHE COULD.” 


BY ROSE TERRY COOKE, 


CHAPTER IX, 


Sunday afternoon came, and Happy’s three scholars 
with it. Nan and Jack had remembered their former 
experience, and their faces showed a laudable effort at 
cleanliness, in streaks of different shading that were 
literal “water-marks;” but Pauline had not even 
attempted so much toilet; she was dirty and ragged, 
and smelt of bad tobacco, almost to the extinction of 
Happy’s odorous bouquet. However, she was willing to 
have her face and hands washed, and then they all sat 
down on the wash-bench. 

“Say! where’s them apples?” was Jack’s first outcry, 
and no attention could be secured from him till three red 
apples and as many ginger-cakes were arranged on the 
ends of the clock-shelf, in plain sight. Then he consented to 
hear a story about Adam and Eve in the garden, and was 
by no means reserved in his comments. Happy tried to 
make them feel how beautiful Paradise was; but her 
images and descriptions were quite above their heads: at 
last, in degpair, she said : 

“Now you all think what sort of things you would 
like to have grow in a splendid great garden where you 
were going to live.” 

There was a moment’s pause, and then Polly’s piping 
voice equealed out “ Cabbidges!” 

“Oh, I don’t mean things just to eat!” said Happy, 
smiling in spite of herself, “ but things nice to see: things 
to make it pleasant.” 

“Cabbidges!” squealed persistent Polly. 

“Sho!” said Nan in contempt. “I'd ruther have 
pertaters an’ plums.” . 

“T go in for peanuts!” shouted Jack: “ready roasted 
too; them’s the fellers.” 

Mrs. Dodd, in the next room, could not help laughing 
at the tone of despair in Happy’s answer. 

“Perhaps they did have all those things, only not 
roasted peanuts, Jack.” 

“No, sir-ree! I guess they didn’t. Ef they’d ha’ had 
’em there, she wouldn’t a’ ben such a everlastin’ fool as to 
go in fur an apple.” 

Poor Happy! She thought it was wisdom to let the 
descriptive part of the lesson alone, and go into the 
moral, 

“ But you see now how bad it is not to mind what God 
says, If Eve had let the apple alone, she could have 
stayed always in that lovely place.” 

“ Tve picked dots of apples off other folkses trees,” said 
Nan, with an air of profound experience ; “ but they didn’t 
never do nothin’ to me!” 

“Perhaps they didn’t see you,” said Happy. “If they 
had, you might have been punished too; but God saw you, 
Nan.” 

“Did he?” the child said carelessly ; “well, I didn’t 
see him, and nobody didn’t do nothin’ to me anyway.” 

Happy’s heart sank: she had never come in contact 
with such ignorance before. She knew the charcoal- 
burners in and about Canterbury were a reckless race; but 
she thought the Gladdings, who were Yankees bred and 
born, were better instructed, or, rather, lees ignorant than 
the foreign part of theirclass, But the Gladdings belonged 
to a certain type of New England people little known to 
the world at large: poor, isolated on some lonely hill- 
farm, or bleak shanty by a solitary pond; supported by 
the intermittent labor of their indolent hands on the prod- 
ucts of the acre or two they either rent or “take;” 
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getting a little money by the sale of berries, fish, herbs 
and roots, or rough baskets ; now and then joining a char- 
coal job; their luxuries being whiskey and maple sugar, 
and their food pork and potatoes with occasional “ cab- 
bidges.” This class of people are more like the beasts of 
the field than many a savage tribe. Crimes of the most 
revolting character are common among them; they seem 
to know neither law nor gospel, but exist on the extreme 
outskirts of many a New England village uncared for, 
unconsidered: a deeper heathen than the idolater of the 
South Seas, for they have not even the pretence of a God. 
From such an ancestry as this the Gladdings came. The 
parents of these children had, indeed, lately moved into 
Canterbury, because Mr, Payson, who knew that “ to seek ” 
went before “tosave,” had hunted them up over on 
Poverty Plains and Powder Hill, and secured for these 
two at least, Gladding and Lagré, work at the foundry, 
and a shelter in the tenements in Horn Lane that might 
have been decent if the women had cared to keep them so. 
The children had just begun to go to district school; but 
they were as ignorant as the average African heathen; 
and Happy found that the story of the Fall, and its 
lesson, was far beyond them. 

Jack interrupted her with her own comment: “ Well, 
ef she knowed she was goin’ to be turned out, she was 
a fool, an’ no mistake : jest fur an apple, ho!” 

“Jack! Jack! you must not use such words where I 
am |” 

Jack stared, and Nan and Polly giggled. 

“Why, I didn’t say nothin’!” he muttered. 

“Yes, you did, Jack; I don’t like to hear such words. 
I want to have you be a good boy, and please God, and 
go to live with him, when you die, in a much nicer place 
- than Paradise was.” 

“Die!” exclaimed Jack, with great scorn, “me die! 
ho! that’s a good un! why, I ain’t old ’nough to die: it’s 
old folkses bizness, dyin’ is, P-r-r!’’ and with this indescrib- 
able sound of mockery and contempt from his puckered 
lips he turned and looked at Nan’s rosy, dirty visage, and 
stuck his finger into her cheek as if it had been a dump- 
ling. “S'pose you'll talk about this young un dyin’ next, 
won't ye?” and Nan giggled because Jack did. 

“Stop!” said Happy. “I want to tell you something 
that happened right here in this next room last week. A 
dear, pretty, good little girl, not as old as you or Nan 
either, did die almost two weeks ago, only a day or two 
after you were here; right on my bed!” 

“Jingo!” said Jack; but the little girls looked awed. 
Happy did not reprove Jack for his expletive, she had the 
sense not to weaken the point she had evidently made. 

“What'd she die for?” piped Polly. 

“She was very sick indeed, sick only a little while, too ; 
and then God thought she had better die and go to live 

with him.” 

“I'd jest as lieve’s not!” said Jack, putting his hands 
in his pockets, and setting up a defiant whistle. Happy 
was so moved with remembrance of her dear little Gay that 
she went on, careless of Jack’s interruption, and told the 
children all about her illness and death, and about her 
baby-efforts to be good and “ please Jesus Christ,” till her 
voice trembled and choked with tender memories, Nan 
looked on with open mouth, Jack stared fixedly out of 
the window, and Polly played with her thumbs all the 
time. 

After this she tried to teach them a hymn-tune: Polly 
seemed to catch it quickly, but Jack and Nan made horrid 
discord, and defied both tune and time. When they had 
taken their apples and cakes and gone home, promising to 
come next Sunday, Happy sat down by the window, which 
she had opened to freshen the close air, and leaned her 
head sadly against the casing. This was hard work,— 
work that she never dreamed of: how could she do it? 
Mr. Payson’s sermon came back to her—or one sentence 
of it,—‘‘Lord, I do this for thee!” But then it did not 
seem as if she had done or could do anything. Her 
mother found her in this mood, but she did nothing except 
stoop and kiss her gently. Happy caught her arm, and 
leaned her tired face against it. 

“O mother! you heard them? 
children like that?” 

“A great many times,” said Mrs, Dodd, quietly. 

“But what can I do?” 

“T think I wouldn’t give them stories altogether, Happy; 
tell them one Bible story every time, show them the pic- 
tures, but don’t try to explain it: they are too young. 
People try to make children understand everything they 
learn, but it can’t be. Children’s minds are not able to 
take in much at a time, but they can remember words: 
and long after, these words will come back to them under- 
standingly. I would teach them ‘be Commandments, one 
by one, if I were you; and if they ask questions, either 


Did you ever see 


got the ground of the law by heart, go to the gospel, and 
teach them texts about Christ and salvation. Don’t be in 
a hurry for results, Happy; they are God's harvest, not 
yours. You can plant the seed, even among thorns, but 
you can dono more.” Happy would hardly have been 
quite as discouraged could she have heard Polly quavering 
to her baby-sister the old hymn-tune she had learned that 
afternoon, and the words of the first verse. 

- 3’ sacred voice, 


aths your ¢ 


‘*Come said Jesu 


‘Come, and make my p hoice. 
I will guide you to your bome ; 


Veary wanderer, hither come.’”’ 


Polly had a good memory as well as a quick ear, and 

Happy had taught her to say the words plainly. As it was 

only one verse, the task was easy; and while she sang it 

over and over with shrill repetition to Fran¢ois in the 

cradle, Andrew Lagré, smoking his pipe on the doorstep, 

heard the reiterated air and words again and again till 

they took possession of his idle faculties, and he sung them 

next day, going about his work, merely to get them out of 

his head, he said, when one of the workmen cursed him 

for psalm-singing—cursed him because those words brought 

back his own childhood, Sunday-school lessons, his dead 

mother, his lost life; and stirred the first tears in his eyes 

that had moistened them for years. Truly Happy had 

sown the seed of a running-vine in this instance, for it 

came up far out of her sight. Jack and Nan went 
home, pleased enough with their apples, but not particu- 

larly heedful of the good words they had heard; only 

quite resolute to go again, the early red apples were so 
good, 

This week Mrs. Packard came up stairs to see her neigh- 
bors; she was composed enough now to thank them, and 
she did so more gently and earnestly than seemed possible 
inher, She brought Happy alittle painted mug that had 
been Gay’s chief treasure. 

“T want you to have it, Happy,” she said, half crying. 
“Gay set everything by it; ’nd I can’t bear to see it 
round, You was dreadful good to her: I can’t never 
tell you how much we think about it, Packard and me. 
And that makes me think, Mis’ Dodd, he’s got a stool for 
you, a kind ofa cricket-like, so’s to rest your foot on while 
you're a sewin’. It’s bigger’n thatone you use, and if 
you've gota bit of old carpet, or drugget, or something, 
he'll cover it real slick.” 

“That’s exactly what I do want very much,” said Mrs. 
Dadd, looking as pleased as she felt ; for she knew how to 
be a cheerful taker as well as a cheerful giver. “And 
I have got a piece of new carpet that will be just 
the thing. Mrs. Ives gave it to me fora soapstone bag, 
but I did hate to cut it up; it’s a remnant of her old par- 
lor carpet, and it’s really pretiy.” 

So Mrs. Packard went away, carrying the carpet in her 
hand, her heart lightened of a part of its burden, and 
her sense of obligation, that bitter yoke to the sou’s of so 
many people, eased mightily. 

There was a new thing to be done before Sunday, an 
event that the people of Mr, Payson’s church looked for- 
ward to with deep interest: the minister had gone away 
on Monday to be married, and was to bring his wife home 
on Saturday. Nothing less would serve his people than 
to celebrate the occasion with a donation-party Saturday 
afternoon; so some of the leading ladies of the society 
held counsel with Delia Lamb, Mr. Payson’s “ hired girl,” 
and agreed that she should do nothing about providing for 
their arrival, but leave itall to the ladies, who announced 
at the Wednesday sewing-society that the congregation 
were invited to be at the parsonage at eleven o'clock 
Saturday morning, in order to prepare for and receive 
their minister when the one o’clock train should arrive. 
Mrs. Dodd liked to do her share in all such things, how- 
ever smallthat must be. She was not disturbed by any 
false shame about sending little matters ; but to-day she 
really could not find anything available among her stores 
buta little jar of pickles. However, just after the Thurs- 
day evening meeting, Delia Lamb joined her; for Delia was 
from the same town where Mrs. Dodd had lived through 
her marriage, and had always kept up the old acquaint- 
ance. 


top a minute, 


inute, Mis’ Dodd: wait just a minute till I 
fetch my breath. I want ter see ye about somethin’, 
You've heered about this donation party, hain’t ye?” 

“Yes, I have; and I mean to go too, Delia.” 

“T knew you would, you’re on hand mostly when 
there’s somethin’ todo. Lots of folks can talk, but there 
ain’t so many to do, Now, if it ain’t impudent to ask, 
what be you goin’ to carry for vittles?” 

“T haven’t got anything but a jar of little cucumber 
pickles, Delia, I don’t put up preserves, as many do; we 
can a little, just for sickness, but everybody will carry 





answer them simply or not at all, Then when they have 








“Mercy to me, I guess they will! there'll be cake 
enough for a weddin’, and stacks of biscuit, besides a 
bushel of pears and peaches, that'll spile, like enough, 
afore they get eat up; what there won’t nobody fetch is 
jest what we'll want the most, an’ I’m under bonds, as 
you may say, not to lift a finger to do a thing, and that’s 
why I come to-night. I want you to make a loaf o’ rye 
bread for the minister: he sets by fresh rye bread a sight ; 
and I know you make it first-rate.” 

“T will,” said Mrs. Dodd ; and having done her errand, 
Delia bid her a curt good-night, and turned off toward the 
parsonage, 

“Mother!” said Happy, indignantly, “you won’t send 
such a little thing to the minister's as a loaf of rye bread, 
will you?”—for Happy had her failings, like other people, 
and one of them was a certain pride of appearance; she 
might be willing to de poor, though that was doubtful, 
but to seem poor, even when it came to offerings given to 
the dear minister, this was hard. She could comprehend 
Mary’s breaking her alabaster box of precious ointment 
over the feet of Christ, but never fully approved of the 
widow’s mite; she would rather have given nothing. Mrs. 
Dodd thought it wise to answer only the outside of her 
question. 

“Why, certainly 1 shall, Happy. I am glad to know 
just what he likes.” And neither of them said any more 
about the loaf, till the expected Saturday morning arrived, 
and with the light sweet sphere in their basket, beside the 
brown pickle-jar, Happy and her mother set out for the 
parsonage, 


FOR CHILDREN AT HOME. 


Qe 
HANNAH GABLE'S FESTIVAL. 
BY PAUL COBDEN. 


“ Good mornin,’ mom,—glad to see you, mom,—glad to 
see you lookin’ so comfortable ; fire so warm, things so 
snug, and yourself in the body yet.” 

“That’s you, Enoch Towser, I know,” replied Hannah 
Gable. “ No need of putting on my glasses, or even look- 
ing up from this quilt I’m patching, to find out who you 
are. ButI don’t want to be behind anybody in politeness, 
so good morning, Mr. Enoch Towser. Please help your- 
self to a chair, and please excuse me for not getting up and 
offering you one.” 

“T don’t want the wimmin to wait on me,” said Enoch 
Towser; “it’s my pleasure to wait on them, Here’sa 
chair handy, and I’jl draw it up to the fire, if you have no 
objection, for it’s what I call a nippin’ cold mornin’; ther- 
mometer down to nothin’, and likely to stay there; don’t 
like such weather. It’s just a little too much for the 
toughest skin of mankind; don’t like it at all.” 

“ Who do you suppose knows best what kind of weather 
to send, Enoch Towser, you or the Lord?” 

“Oh! no harm intended, mom,” said Enoch, shrugging 
his shoulders nervously; “ don’t wish to meddle with the 
Lord’s ways, only, as I wasa sayin’, pretty tough weather, 
not inno way agreeable. This fire’s agreeable, though; 
and an old rag-man like me can’t look around this room 
without saying that everything he sees is agreeable, and 
there ain’t a livin’ man likes things agreeable better than 
I do,” 

“ Most folks do like things agreeable, but then there’s 
a difference in folks about helping to make ’em agreeable.” 

“Tt takes the wimmin to do that,” replied Enoch, with 
a graceful gesture, and a glance at the little withered old 
woman, Hannah Gable, who sat by the window, busily at 
work repairing a time-worn bedquilt, 

“No disrespect, mom, for that big quilt,” continued 
Enoch, “ no disrespect for anything your hands handle; 
but I’m a thinkin’, mom, that there’s more patches and 
darns in that heavy thing in your lap than there is quilt. 
And Enoch Towser, rag-merchant,—you see I'm a givin’ 
some dignity to my profession, mom,—would like to buy 
that quilt for old rags; ’twould be some money in your 
pocket too, mom,—real hard cash for hard times.” 

“Enoch Towser, rag-merchant, can’t have the bedquilt 
that my grandmother and my great-grandfather slept 
under,” replied Hannah Gable. “No, Mr. Enoch Towser, 
if you’d give me its weight ‘in gold, you couldn’t have it. 
Besides, I’m going to show it off in the little red school- 
house, next week,” 

Enoch Towser had no reverence in his composition. 
The feeling of veneration for anything that his ancestors 
had sat on or slept under was unknown to him, and he 
had no disposition to honor the old bedquilt with even one 
reverent glance, 

“ What! goin’ to show that old quilt in the school- 





cake and canned fruit,” 


house?” he exclaimed. “Idon’t mean no disrespect, 
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mom, but you must excuse me, mom, if I ask you what’s 
made you take it into your head to show such a patched 
affair in the school-house ?” 

“T’ve just told you, Enoch,—because my grandmother 
and my great-grandfather slept under it, Why, even the 
patches are worth seeing, for they used to lie in the work- 
basket that belonged to my great-grandfather’s daughter.” 

“ Well now, mom, there’s a chair up in my garret that 
my great-granddaddy used tosit on. I’ve often thought 
I'd split it up for kindlings, but if you want to show it off 
in the echool-house alongside of your bedquilt, I’ll send 
it round, There’s something more in my garret, too,—a 
hoe, the very hoe my granddaddy used in his garden; 
wouldn’t like to part with the hoe, but you may have the 
chair to keep, and you may take the hoe and show it off, if 
you want to,” 

“Thank you, Mr. Towser, I see you're going to help me 
get up my festival.” 

“Oh! it’s agoin’ to’ be a feetival, is it, mom? Is that 
what you callit? I don’t mean no disrespect, mom, but 
it seems to me more like a show.” 

“ Well, my bedquilt and your chair and hoe will make 
it a show, but it’ll be a festival. I've already invited all 
my boys and girls to a festival,—a festival in the little red 
school-house.” 

“ And who are your boys and girls, might I ask?” 

“A good many of them attend the mission Sunday- 
school, but some of them are what you'd call hard cases,— 
such children as break window-glass whenever they can 
get a chance; and I’ve been thinking it would be a good 
plan to give them a happy time, for one evening at least, 
and see if it won’t make ’em better.” 

“T'm on your side, mom, and if you won’t think it’s bad 
manners, I'll invite myself and my hand-organ to your 
festival. I used to go round the streets a grindin’ that 
organ before I was a rag-merchant, you know; and, if it’ll 
please you, I'll start it off at your festival.” 

“] couldn’t ask anything better, Enoch Towser. You 
may consider yourself and your organ invited.” 

“Well, mom, I must go; can't afford to stay no longer 
by this fire. I only called in to pay you the two dollars 
I’ve owed you so long for the rags and papers. Times are 
hard, you know, and the sight of a little money is a blessin’ 
to mortal eyes. When I get hold of a two-dollar bill in 
these rickety times, I like to keep it; but I must pay my 
honest debts, or I can’t be an honest man. Besides, mom, 
I don’t grudge you the little money I owe you. I’m 
always sorry for poor widders, mom.” ° 

“Don’t be too sorry for me, Enoch. My money holds 
out pretty well, for I haven’t a great many wants; but 
the two dollars come in good time, for I want a little 
extra money, now that I’m getting up my festival.” 

“Glad I happened in, then, this morning. ’ Pon my 
word, mom,” continued Enoch Towser, looking around the 
room, “ there’s nothing like wimmin’s wits. This is the 
comfortablest room I’ve been in this winter,—not a pin 
out of place nowhere, and you look, yourself, as if you 
spent a good part of your time in a bandbox; not a ser- 
vant in this house, not the shadow of one, and everything 
looks as if it wasn’t agoin’ to stir out of its place till the 
last day. And there you sit, mom, a plannin’ a festival, 
—a festival for a lot of boys and girls, and a good many 
of ’em ain’t deservin’ of nothin’. You're one of the Lord’s 
angels, mom; sure as the world, you be, mom,” 

“No, Enoch, I’m not an angel, but only a woman, a poor 
woman, trying to make the world happier and better. 
And you know we can work only while the day lasts, 
And the humblest of us can make our day bright and 
shining with some love labor; but it must be Jove labor, or 
there'll be no brightness in our day.” 

“Can it be, mom, that you love the wretched, saucy 
young uns that live in this part of the town?” asked 
Enoch Towser. 

“ «Jesus sought me when a stranger, 
Wandering from the fold of God,’ 
and I must seek theae boys and girls, and bring them into 
the fold,” replied Hannah Gable. 

“ Well, mom, you be an angel, whether you think you 
be or not, and you'll get one of them shinin’ white robes 
up yonder, no mistake. Good mornin’, mom, I must be 
agoin’. When shall I bring my organ round to the little 
red school-house?” 

“Next Tuesday evening, Enoch, about six o'clock. I 
want you to be on hand in time for supper.” 

“There comes little missy,” said Enoch, looking out of 
the window, as he started to go. 
word for you, and good ears too, to hear what you have 
to say about the festival.” 

“Oh, you mean Susy Rogers,” replied Hannah Gable, 
glancing out of the window. 

“T never think of her by that name, mum. I’ve called 


“She'll have a good | 





a emile and a kind word for this rag-merchant, and she’s 
given him many a bag of rags.” 

“Good mornin’, little missy,” added Enoch, as Susy 
Rogers came in. “The top of this fine mornin’ to you, 
May you live long, little missy, and the fine crimple never 
come out of them beautiful curls.” 

“Why, good morning, Mr. Towser! you are here, are 
you? And how is Aunt Hannah?” 

“ A walkin’ and a talkin’ with the angels,” said Enoch, 
as he passed out of the door. 

Hannah Gable was used to hearing the sweet, familiar 
voice calling her Aunt Hannah, and Susy Rogers’s bright 
face and little fairy figure always made sunshine in her 
cottage. 

“Now, Aunt Hannah,” said Susy, “I know why you're 
so hard at work on that quilt, that venerable quilt. You 
are going to hang it up in the school-house next Tuesday 
night.” 

Yes, ‘little missy,’ I am, and I’m glad you've come in, 
for I want you to tell me just what to have at the festival, 
for you know.” 

“ Are you sure I know, Aunt Hannah? Well, I’m not 
so sure, but I can tell you what I think will set off the 
table. It’s hard times, and you don’t want to be extrava- 
gant, I suppose.” 

“No, not extravagant, my dear; but the boys and girls 
can’t eat this old quilt, nor Enoch Towser’s great-grand- 
father’s chair and hoe.” 

“ What!” exclaimed Susy. 

“You didn’t come quite soon enough, ‘little missy,’ 
or you'd have heard Enoch offer me a chair that he says 
his great-granddaddy used to sit on, and a hoe that this 
same great-granddaddy used in his garden.” 

“ Oh, that’s just splendid!” said Susy. “I’m going to 
tell the boys and girls I meet as I go home that they’ll 
see three or four things that are over a hundred years 
old, and then they’ll come to the school-house with their 
eyes as big as saucers. Won't it be fun, Aunt Hannah?” 

“T think so, Susy. I’ve grown to be a wrinkled old 
woman, but I’ve never outgrown a liking for the fun of 
doing good. I think there’s almost always fun in it. 
Now, tell me, my dear, what to have on the table.” 

“ Well, we don’t want it like any other festival, do we? 
We want it to be just like itse'f. How would two high 
glass dishes, filled and heaped up with your snowy pop- 
corn, look? Boys always like popcorn, you know; and 
you've got a corn-popper, and I’ll come here Monday 
and pop all you'll want. Then you must have some of 
your sponge gingerbread, Aunt Hannah. Really, auntie, 
there’s a mystery about that gingerbread that is past my 
finding out. I tried to make it, last week, after your 
receipt, and I thought it was perfect; but before it had 
been out of the oven ten minutes, it was in a collapsed 
state, and I said, ‘ My vision has faded; my bright hopes 
have fied.” But your sponge gingerbread never moves a 
hair’s-breadth after it comes cut of the oven. I declare, 
it’s perfectly marvellous. It lies up like mountains of 
feathers, only it isn’t white.” 

“You're helping me along nicely, Susy. We'll have 
the popcorn and the sponge gingerbread, and I have a 
ham that I’ll boil, and we’ll have sandwiches and coffee 
—for Enoch Towser and some of the rest of us will want 
coffee—but we'll have plenty of milk, for the boys and 
girls may prefer it. I’ve engaged ten quarts of milk of 
my milkman,” 

“And mother’s going tosend youa jug of milk and 
two large loaves of election cake,” said Susy; and just 
then there was a brisk step by the door and a loud knock. 
Susy opened the door, and a boy handed her a package 
and turned directly away. 

“Do look at this package, Aunt Hannah,” she said. 
“ «Five pounds of candy for Mra, Hannah Gable’s festival, 
with the compliments of Enoch Towser, rag-merchant.’ 
Pretty well for Eacch, He’s got into the spirit of the 
festival, and we may be sure that he’/l help to make 
lively times. Now, auntie, I must go home, I only ran 
down here for a few minutes to see how you were, and 
how your festival was coming on. I'l] be here Monday, 
to pop the corn and do anything else you want me to. 
Good-bye, auntie. Now I’m off. 

But Susy was not “off” long. For three days she was 
running in and out of Hannah Gable’s house continually, 
entering into all her plans, and enjoying to the utmost 
what she called “the fun of getting ready for the festival.” 

But the fun was not atits height until Tuesday night, 
when one hundred and five boys and girls, all dressed in 
their best clothes, were gathered in the little red school- 


house. There had been a heavy snowstorm, but the |’ 


storm was over, and the snow lay shining and sparkling 
in the moonlight. A broad path had been cut to the 


school-house door; and the beautiful evening, as well as 
her little missy goin’ on five years now. She always has 


the brightly lighted school-house, had attracted the chil- 





dren to the festival. And Eaoch Towser, “ rag-merchant,” 
was there too. Just as the clock struck six, he entered 
the school-house, dressed, from top to toe, in white. He 
had thrown off his heavy overcoat in the hall, and 
appeared, to the astonished boys and girls, in a suit of 
linen as white as the banks of snow outside. Even the 
slippers he wore were white, and he had on his head a 
powdered wig. The children didn’t know him at first, 
but they soon found him out, and said: “ Why, that’s 
Enoch Towser!” And Enoch was the life of the company. 

“Now, my lads, and my little ladies,” he said, speaking 
in a voice that all could hear, ‘‘I want you, before you 
take your supper, to look at that quilt that is hung up in 
this school-house, and I want you to know that before 
you or your mothers and fathers were born, there were 
people in this world who slept under that quilt. And 
that hoe that is hung up on a nail! where do you think 
it came from? Why, that was my great-granddaddy’s 
hoe; and I’ll venture to say it kept all the weeds out of 
his garden,—for it wasn’t his way to lean on his hoe, as 
folks do nowadays. And there’s the very chair my 
granddaddy used to sit on when he wanted to rest bis old 
venerable bones.” 

The children listened almost breathlessly to Enoch, and 
the girls touched the bedquilt cautiously, while all the 
boys insisted upon trying the old chair, and taking the 
old hoe in their hands. 

The supper-table, arranged by Hannah Gable and little 
Susy Rogers, was very attractive; and the boys and 
girls gathered around it behaved that night, as never 
before, “like little ladies and gentlemen,’—so Enoch 
Towser said ; and before the festival broke up, he had to 
compliment them for their fine manners. 

“God bless you, little ladies and gentlemen,” he said, 
“for your beautiful behavior to-night; and God bless all 
the wimmin who, like Mrs, Hannah Gable, get up these 
festivals for us. Now I'll give youa little more of my 
organ.” 

After playing for another half-hour, Eaoch Towser 
raised his hand in a reverent way, and said: “God bless 
Mrs. Hannah Gable. God bless us all. Good-night, my 
little ladies and gentlemen.” 


CONCERT EXERCISE. 


THE BIBLE. 
BY MRS. H. F. EATON. 

Singing : “ Pray for the Blessing.” 

Prayer. 

Bible Reading: Deut. 11: 1-21. 

Singing: 

The Bible! the Bible! more precious than gold. 

Pastor: 


All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable 
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in right- 
eousness : 

That the man of God may be nerfect, thoroughly furnished unto 
all good works (2 Tim. 3: 16, 17). 


Leader : 
The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul (Psa. 119: 7). 
Pastor: 


For the prophecy came rot in old time by the will of man: 
but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghost (2 Pet. 1: 21). 


Leader: 


Thy testimonies are wonderful: therefore doth my soul keep 
them (Psa, 119: 129). 


Pastor: 


We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do 
well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark 
place, until the day dawn, and the day-star arise in your hearts: 

Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the Scripture is of any 
private interpretation (2 Pet. 1: 19, 20). 


Leader: 


Therefore I love thy commandments above gold; yea, above 
fine gold. 

Therefore I esteem all thy precepts concerning all things to be 
right; and I hate every false way (Psa. 119: 127, 128). 


Pastor: 


For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the proph- 
ecy of this book, If any man shall add unto these things, God 
shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book: 

Andif any man shall take away from the words of the book of 
this prophecy. God sha!l take away his part out of the book of 
life, and out of the holy city, and trom the things which are writ- 
ten in this book (Rev. 22: 18, 19). 


Leader : 


For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot 
or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled 
(Matt. 5: 18). 


Singing : 








Almighty God! the sun shall fail. 


Leader: What were among the last words of Moses to 
Israel? 


First scholar : 
And be said unto them, Set your hearts unte all the words 
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which I testify among you this day, which ye shall command 
your children to observe to do, all the words of this law. 


For it is not a va'n thing for you; because it is your life: and 


through this thing ye shall prolong your days in the land, whither 
ye go over Jordan to possess it (Deut. 32: 46, 47). 


Leader: What had God commanded Moses to declare to 
Israel ? 


Second scholar: 


Ye shall therefore keep my statutes, and my judgments: which | 


if a man do, he shall live in them: I am the Lord (Lev. 18: 5). 
Leader: Did they obey? 
Third scholar: 

Thus said the Lord: For three transgressious of Judah, and 
for four, | will not turn away the punishment thereof ; because 
they have despised the law of the Lord, and have not kept his 


commandments, and their lies caused them to err, after the which 
their fathers have walked (Amos 2: 4). 


Leader: Had Judah sinned against great light ? 


School: 


But the word of the Lord was unto them precept upon precept, 
precept upon precept; line npon line, line upon line; here alittle, 
and there a little (Isa. 23: 13). 


Leader: How did they wish to be taught? 


Fourth scholar : 
Now go, write it before them in a table, and note it in a book, 
that it may be for the time to come for ever and ever: 


Tht this is a rebellious people, lying children, children that 
will not bear the law of the Lord: 


Wohich say to the seers, Sea not; and to the prophets, Prophesy 


not unto us right things, speak unto us smooth things, prophesy 
deceits: , 


Gat you ont of the way, turn aside out of the path, cause the 
Holy Oae of Israel to cease from before us (Isa. 30: 8-11), 
Leader : 


Therefore as the fire devoureth the stubble, and the flame con- 
sumeth the chaff, so their root shall be as rottenness, and their 
Biossoms shall go up as dust: because they have cast away the 


law ot the Lord of hosts, and despised the word of the Holy 
Onecf Israel (Isa. 5: 24). 


Singing : 
We won't g‘v> up the Bible. 
Leader : 


Blessed are the undefiled in the way, who walk in the law of 
the Lord (Psa. 119: 1). 


Sch:ol: 

Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way ? (Psa. 119: 9.) 
Leader : 

By taking heed thereto according to thy word (Psa. 119: 9). 
School: 


Who can understand his errors? cleanse thou me from secret 
faults (Psa, 19: 12), 


Leader : 


The commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes 
(Psa. 19: 8). 


School: 


: y sul fainteth for thy salvation: but I hope in thy word (Psa. 
119: 81). 


Leader: 


The law of thy mouth is better unto me than thousands of gold 


snd silver (Psa. 119: 72). 
Singing : 
How shall the young secure their hearts ? 


[ANSWERS BY A CLASS OF GIRLS ] 
Leader: Name the writers of the Old Testament. 
What two were kings? 
What two were educated at heathen courts ? 
Who was judge as well as prophet? 
How many were priests as well as prophets? 
Who was cup-bearer toa Persian king ? 
What prophet was a gatherer of sycamore fruit? 
By whom were the scriptures of the Old Testament 
compiled ? 
What was the chronology of Moses’ time? 
How many centuries from Moses to Malachi? 


What prophecy of Moses with regard to the Jews has | 


been literally fulfi:led ? 


Leader :; What were some of the threatened curses? 
Girls: 

Thon shalt carry much seed out into the field, and shalt gather 
but little in; for the locust shall consume it (Deut. 28: 38). 
Boys: 

Thon shalt plant vineyards, and dress them, but shalt neither 


drink of the wine, nor gather the grapes; for the worms shall 
eat them (Deut. 28: 39), 


Girls: 


_ Thon shalt have olive trees throughout all thy coasts, but thou 
Shait not anoint thyself with the oil; for thine olive shall cast 


4is fruit (Deut. 28: 40). « 

PR, 

Doys: 

_ Thou shalt beget sons and daughters, but thou shalt not enjoy 
them ; for they shall go into captivity (Deut. 28: 41). 

Girls : 


All thy trees 
(Deut, 28: 42), 


Boys; 


_The stranger that is within shall get up above thee very 
64; and thoushalt eome dew" ery low (Deut. 28: 43). 


and fruit of thy land shall the locust consume 


| Leader : Why were these curses to come? 

Girls : 

| _ Moreover all these curses shall come upon thee, and shall pursue 
thee, and overtake thee, till thou be destroyed; because thou 

| hearkenedst not unto the voice of the Lord thy God, to keep his 
commsndmants and his statutes which he commanded thee (Deut 

| 28: 45). 


| Leader: What prophesy of their fiaal overthrow? 


Teachers : 


The Lord shall bring a nation against thee from far, from the 
end of the earth, as swifs as the eagle flieth; a nation whose 
tongue thou shalt not understand ; 

A nation of fierce countenance, which shall not regard the per- 
son of theold nor shew favor to the young: 

And he shall eat the fruit of thy cattle, and the fruit of thy 
land, until thou be destroyed (Deut. 28: 49.51). 

Leader: What further threatening, and why? 
Teachers: 


And thou shalt become an astonishment, a proverb, and a 
by-word, among all nations whither the Lord shall lead thee. 

If thou wilt not observe to do all the words of this law that are 
written ia this book. that thou mayest fear this glorious and fear- 
| ful name, The Lord Thy God (Deut. 28: 37, 58. 


School . 


Make me to understand the way of thy precepts: so shall I 
talk of thy wondrous works (Psa. 119: 27). 


| Leader : 


I will speak of thy testimonies also before kings, and will not 
| ba ashamed (Psa. 119: 46). 


Schoo}: 


Thy righteousness is an everlasting righteousness, and thy law 
is the truth (Psa. 119: 142). 


Leader : 


Thy word is true from the beginning: and every one of thy 
righteous judgments endureth for ever (Psa. 119: 160). 


Singing: 

Blessed is the people, who know the joyful sound. 
Leader ; What book contains the oldest of all writings? 
School: The Bible. 

Leader: What book gives the world's history from the 


creation, with prophecies (of which none has failed) 
reaching to the end of time? 


School : The Bible. 

Leader: To what alone can we look for God’s all-gra- 
cious plan of redemption ? 

School: The Bible. 

Leader; What is the central thought of all Scripture? 

School: Jesus Christ, and him crucified. 

Singing: 





Every lesson points to thee. 
Leader: How did Philip present the news of salvation to 
Nathanael ? 
Fifth scholar: 


Philip findeth Nathanael, and saith unto him, We have found him, 
of whom Moses in the law, and the prophets, did write, Jesus of 
Nazareth, the son of Joseph John 1: 45). 








| Leader: What was Christ’s command with regard to the 
| Scriptures ? 

| Sixth scholar: 

| Search the Seriptures (John 5: 39). 

| Leader: Why? 

Seventh scholar: 

| They are they which testify of me(John 5: 39). 

| Leader : How did he enlarge upon this on the way to 
| Emmaus? 





| Eighth scholar: 
| Then he said unto them, O fools, and slow of heart to believe all 
that the prophets have spoken: : 
Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter into 
is glery? 
| And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded 
| unto them in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself 
| (Luke 24: 25-27), 
Again what did he say to the eleven? 
| Ninth scholar : 


| And he said unto them, These are the words which I spake unto 
| you, while I was yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled, 
| which were written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and 
| in the psalms, concerning me (Luke 24: 44). 


| Leader: How were they led to see the truth? 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Leader : 


| Tenth scholar : 
| Then opened he their understanding, that they might under- 
stand the scriptures (Luke 24: 45). 
| Leader: Whatshould be our prayer when studying the 
Bible? 
School: 


| Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out 
| of thy law (Psa. 119 :18. 


| Singing : 


The Spirit breathes upon the word. 


| Leader; As Philip rode in the Ethiopian chariot, how did 
| he preach Jesus? 

| Zeachers: 

| Then the Spirit said unto Philip, Go near, and join thyself to 
| this chariot. 

| And Philip ran thither to him, and heard him read the prophet 
| Esaias, and said, Understandest theu what thou readest? 





And he said, How can I, except some man should guide me? 
And he desired Philip that he would come up and eit with him. 

The place of the Scripture which he reed was this. He was led 
as a chen to the slaughter; aad like a lamb dumb before his 
shearer, so opened he not his mouth: 

In his humiliation his judgment was taken away: and who 
shall declare his generation? tor his life is taken from the earth. 

And the eunuch answered Philip, and said, I pray thee, of 
whom speaketh the prophet this? of himself, or of some other man? 

Then Philip opened his mouth, and began at the same scripture, 
and preached unto him Jesus (Acts 8: 29-35). 


Singing : 
In the cross of Christ I glory. 

Leader ; What people were called more noble than those 

of Thessalonica? 
First primary scholar ; The Bereans. 
Leader: Why? 
Second scholar: In that they received the word. 
Leader ; How? 
Third scholar: With all readiness of mind. 
Leader: What next did they do? 
Fourth scholar : Searched the Scriptures. 
Leader ; How often? 
Fifth scholar: Daily. 


Leader; What did they desire to know? 


Sixth scholar : 
Whether these things were so (Acts 17: 11). 


Primary class in concert: 


Yea, if thou criest after knowledge, and liftest up thy voice for 
understanding ; 


If thou seekest her as silver, and searchest for her as for hid 
treasures; 


Then shalt thou understand the fear of the Lord, and find the 
knowledge of God. 


For the Lord giveth wisdom: out of his mouth cometh know}- 
edge and understanding (Prov. 2: 3-6). 
Primary class sing : 


Jesus loves me! this I know. 


Leader ; Who was mighty in the Scriptures? 
School : 


And a certain Jew named Apollos, born at Alexandria, an elo- 
quent man, and mighty in the Scriptures, came to Ephesus (Acts 
18: 24). 


Leader ; How does Paul commend Timothy? 
School: 


From a child thou hast known the holy Scriptures, which are 
able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith whieh isin 
Christ Jesus (2 Tim.3: 15), 


Leader: What does he charge him to do? 


School: 


But continue thou in the things which thou bast Jearned and 
hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou bast learned them; 
Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, 
rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine (2 Tim. 3: 14. 
2 Tim. 4: 2). 
Leader: Why should he so faithfully preach the truth? 
School: 

For the tims will come when they will not endure sound doc- 
trine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves 
teachers, having itching ears; 

And they shull tura away their ears from the truth, and shall 
be turned unto fables (2 Tim. 4: 3,4). 


Leader: Tow does Paul epeak of the power of God’s 
word? 
School: 


For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than 
any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul 
and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of 
the thoughts and intents of the heart (Heb. 4: 12). 


Leader: With what charge did Peter close his letters? 


School: 

But grow in grace, and in the knowledges of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ (2 Pet. 3: 19). 
Leader: Will a knowledge of the truth fulfill God's 

requirements? 

School : 

Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to 
him it is sin (James 4: 17), 
Leader: What earnest petition did Christ offer for his 
* followers, just before bis paseion ? 
School: 

Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth (John 
7: 3 
Leader: To what did Paul commend the brethren? 
Pastor : 


And now, brethren, I commend you to God, and tothe word of 
his grace, which is able to build you up, and to give you an inher- 
itance among all them which are sanctified (Acts 20: 82), 

All: 

The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting upon 

them that fear him, and his righteousness unto children's ebildren ; 


To such as keep his covenant, and to those that remember his 
commandments to do them (Psa. 103: 17, 18). 


Singing : 
ns Guard the Bible well. 
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INTERNATIONAL SERIES. 


LESSON CALENDAR. 
STUDIES ABOUT THE KINGDOM OF JUDAH. 


[First Quarter, 1878.] 
March 17.—Hezekiah and the Assyrians__......2 Chron. 82: 9-21 
March 24.—Manasseh brought to Repentance.__.2 Chron, 33: 9-16 
March 31.—Review. 
[Second Quarter, 1878. ] 
April 7.—Josiah’s Early Piety ...-.....-...--------+----- 2 Chron, 34: 1-8 
April 14.—The Scriptures Found and Searched.....- 2 Chron. 34: 14-22 
April 21.—Jeremiah in Prison 
April 28.—The Rechabites.....-...----.----..- 
May 5.—The Captivity of Judah 
May 12.—The Captives in Babylon 
May 19.—Nebuchadnezzars’ Dream : 36-45 | 
May 26.—The Fiery Furnace 3: 21-27 
June 2.—The Handwriting on the Wall 5: 22-31 
. June 9.—Daniel in the Lion’s Den 
. June 16.—Messiah’s Kingdom 
12. June 23.—The Decree of Cyrus 
3%. June 30.—Review. 


oo. Jer, 35: 12-19 
Jer. 52: 111 


SeN SoS eee 


REVIEW BIBLE LIGHTS.* 


Lesson 1.—Superintendent: When Rehoboam had estab- 
lished the kingdom, and had strengthened himself, he forsook the 
law of the Lord, 2 Chron. 12: 1. 

School: When he humbled himself, the wrath of the Lord 
turned from him. 2 Chron. 12:12. 

Teachers: Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous 
man his thoughts: and let him return unto the Lord, and he will 
have mercy upon him. Isa. 55: 7, . 

All: Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is 
covered. Psa, 32: 1. 

Lesson 2.—Superintendent: And Asacried unto the Lord 
his God, and said, 

School: Lord, it is nothing with thee to help, whether with 
many, or with them that have no power. 2 Chron. 14: 11. 

Teashers: There is no restraint to the Lord to save by many or 
by few. 1 Sam, 14: 6, 

All: What shall we then say to these things? 
us, who can be against us? Rom. 8: 31. 

Lesson 3.—Superintendent: They entered into a covenant 
to seek the Lord God of their fathers, with all their heart and 
with all their soul . . . and he was found of them: and the Lord 
gave them rest round about. 2 Chron, 15: 12, 15. 

School: Be ye strong therefore, and let not your hands be 
weak: for your work sball be rewarded. 2 Chron. 15: 7. 

Teachers: All the paths of the Lord are mercy and truth unto 
such as keep his covenants and his testimonies, Psa. 25: 10. 

All: Therefore will we also serve the Lord; for he is our God, 
Josh. 24: 18, 

Lesson 4.—Superintendent: And the Lord was with Jehosh- 
aphat, because he walked in the first ways of his father David, 
and sought not unto Baalim. . :. In the third year of his reign 
he sent to his princes, . . . and with them he sent Levites, . . 
and with them, ... priests. 2 Chron. 17: 3, 7, 8. 

School: They taught in Judah, and had the book of the law of 
the Lord with them, and went about throughout all the cities of 
Judah, and taught the people. 2 Chron. 17: 9. 

Teachers: After those days, saith the Lord, I will put my law 
in their inward parts; and write it in their hearts... . And 
they shall teach no more every man his neighbor, and every man 
his brother, saying, Know the Lord : for they shall all know 
me, from the least of them unto the greatest of them, saith the 
Lord. Jer. 31: 34. 

All: He will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his 
paths. Isa. 2: 3. 

Lessen 5.—Superintendent: And Jehoshaphat, the king of 
Judah, returned to his house in peace to Jerusalem. ... And he 
set judges in the land, ... and said to the judges, Take heed 
what ye do: for ye judge not for man, but for the Lord, who is 
with youin the judgment. 2 Chron. 49: 1, 5, 6. 

School: There is no iniquity with the Lord our God, nor 
respect of persons, nor taking of gifts. 2 Chron. 19: 7. 

Teachers; Ye that love the Lord, hate evil. Psa. 97: 10. 

All: For we must all appear before the judgment-seat of 
Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, 
according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad 
2 Cor. 5: 10, 

Lesson 6.—Superintendent: As they went forth, Jehosha- 
phat stood and said, Hear me, O Judah, and ye inhabitants of 
Jerusalem. 2 Chron, 20: 20. 

School: Believe in the Lord your God, so shall ye be estab- 
lished; believe his prophets, so shall ye prosper. 2 Chron. 20:20 

Teachers: If thou canst believe, all things are possible to him 
that believeth. Mark 9: 23, 

All: This is the victory that overcometh the world, even our 
faith. 1 John 5: 4. 

Lesson 7.—Superintendent: And Joash did that which was 
right in the sight of the Lord all the days of Jehoiada the priest. 
2 Chron, 24: 2. 

School: Joash was minded to repair the house of the Lord. 
2 Chron. 24: 4. 

Teachers: Serve the Lord with gladness; come before his pres- 
ence with singing.... Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, 
and into his courts with praise, Psa. 109; 2, 4. 


If God be for 


* This Review Exercise from The Scholars’ Quarterly for the current 
quarter, with the Review Chart and Review Questions given on the 
opposite , may be had on saperete sheets at the rate of seventy-five 
cents a hundred, by addressing John D, Wattles, publisher, 610 Chestnut 
Street, Philadelphia, 


Dan. 7: 9-14 | 


2 Chron. 36: 22, 23 | All: It is of the Lord’s mercies that we are not consumed, 
| because his compassions fail not. 





All: We will go into his tabernacles: we will worship at his 
footstool. Psa. 132: 7. 


Lesson 8.—Superintendent; Sixteen years old was Uzziah 
when he began to reign, and he reigned fifty and two years in 
Jerusalem ... But when he was strong, his heart was lifted up to 
his destruction: for he transgressed against the Lord his God. 
2 Chron. 26: 3, 16. 

School: Pride goeth before destruction, and a haughty spirit 
before a fall. Prov.16: 18, 

Teachers: Keep thy foot when thou goest to the house of Ged, 
and be more ready to hear, than to give the sacrifice of fools. 
Eccl. 5: 1 

All: Who shall not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy name? 
for thou art holy. Rev. 15: 4. 


Lesson 9.—Superintendent: The Lord brought Judah low 
because of Ahaz king of Israel; for he made Judah naked, and 
transgressed sore against the Lord. 2 Chron. 28: 19. 

School; And in the time of his distress did he trespass yet more 
against the Lord: thisis that king Ahaz. 2 Chron. 28: 22. 

Teachers: He that being oft reproved hardeneth his neck, 
shall suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy. Prov. 29: 1. 


Lam. 3: 22. 

Lesson 10.—Superintendent: Hezekiah. . . did that which 
was right in the sight of the Lord, according to all that David his 
father had done. 2 Chron. 29: 1, 2, 

School: And in every work that he began ... he did it with all 
his heart, and prospered. 2 Chron. 31: 21. 

Teachers: And whatever ye do in word or deed, do all in the 
name of the Lord Jesus. Col. 3: 17. 

All: Let us lift up our heart with our hands unto God in the 
heavens, Lam. 3: 41. 


Lesson 11.—Superintendent: After this did Sennacherib 
king of Assyria send his servants to Jerusalem, (but he himself 
laid siege against Lachish and all his power with him ) unto 
Hezekiah, king of Judah, and unto all Judah that were at 
Jerusalem. 2 Chron. 32: 9. 

School: With him is an arm of flesh: but with us is the Lord 
our God to help us, and to fight our battles. 2 Chron. 32: 8 

Teachers: The God of Israel is he that giveth strength and 
power unto his people. Blessed be God. Psa. 68: 35. 

All: Some trust in chariots, and some in horses; but we will 
remember the name of the Lord our God. Psa 20: 7. 


Lesson 12,.—Superintendent: Manasseh made Judah and 
all the inhabitants of Jerusalem to err. .. And when he was in 
affliction, he besought the Lord his God, and humbled himself 
greatly before the God of his fathers. 2 Chron. 33: 9, 12. 

School: As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten; be zealous, 
therefore, and repent. Rev. 3: 19. 

Teachers: Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be 
joyous, but grievous; nevertheless, afterward it yieldeth the 
peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised 
thereby. Heb. 12: 11, 

All: Come, and let us return unto the Lord: for he hath torn, 
and he will heal us; he hath smitten, and he will bind us up 
Hos. 6: 1. 





THE TEACHINGS OF THE QUARTER. 


BY PROFESSOR ISAAC H. HALL. 


The history of Judah abounds in lessons of both public and 
private conduct, in illustrations of the working of principles 


both good and evil. The most hap-hazard seeker of divine 
wisdom, straying in almost any part of this grand gallery of 
illustrations, will not miss some picture or other which he 
can take as a mirror of his own conduct or state, and thence 
derive warning or encouragement. 

In itself alone, this history is a condensed chapter in the 
grand history of redemption, exhibiting grand progress 
within narrow limits; but at the same time it epitomizes 
that grand history asa whole. Such is the case, at least so 
far as regards the practical lessons of trust in God, fearless 
pursuing of the right, shunning evil, being sure of help 
from God in exigencies too great for mere human relief, as 
well as sure of being overtaken by (God's chastisement for 
turning aside from his paths, no matter how secure in 
appearance may be the human help on which one is tempted 
to rely. 

As the church is yet in its minority, under tutors and gov- 
ernors, till the advent of the Son brings it to full age; sothe 
instruction here given is mainly the development of the 
law, its schoolmaster. The excellence of obedience and the 
disastrous folly of transgression are the main lessons. 
These, too, are enforced not so much as an independent object, 
asa part of the required trust in God the redeemer, who 
pities as a father his children, and saves those who trust in 
him, though for ages yet he does not reveal the full under- 
standing of he manner of redemption. 

So, also, the law is developed in a manner that corres- 
ponds with the original meaning of its Hebrew word, namely, 
instruction. The whole law was long before summed up 
in two brief sentences (Deut. 6: 5 and Lev. 19:18); 
the remainder is development and application. This requires 
teaching,—teaching of children by parents, teaching of 
people by scribe and priest, teaching of citizens by king and 
ruler, teaching by precept and example; and last of all, 
teaching by chastisement frcm God. The teaching, too, 
must be far above mere human discovery or precept. It 
must come by revelation and be attested by prophecy. This 


instruction, however, is not mere knowledge to be enjoyed, 
nor counsel to be received or declined at pleasure; itis law; 
that is, something to be positively obeyed, and God will 
have it obeyed. The wisdom of Godhas made it plain to 
the simple by summing it all up as supreme love to God, 
and love to man as to one’s self; but that is not all: he has 
set guide-boards along every difficult path in life. “All 
these things happened .. . for ensamples: and they are 
written for our admonition.” Thus were the Scriptures 
enriched, not only to save the weakest, but to be “ profit- 
able for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction 
in righteousness: that the man of God may be perfect, 
thoroughly furnished unto all good works.” 

The quarter opened with Rehoboam’s declining from the 
law of the Lord while yet in full prosperity. He trusts to 
himself and does as he pleases, forgetting that the source of 
his weal is the blessing and presence of God, who has now 
selected Judah as the small vessel to bear the fortunes of 
a dying world. But the Lord has not left off prospering 
his chosen people He at at once sends chastisement in the 
shape of Shishak and his allies, with reproof by the mouth of 
Shemaiah the prophet. The transgressor becomes penitent, 
and humbles himself before the mighty hand of God. The 
lesson of humility is learned by king and people ; but expe- 
rience has proved a dear school. 

Asa does that which is right and good. Kingly power 
and example are used to honor God. Peace is utilized in 
promoting purity; and the blessing of the Lord makes 
king and kingdom strong and rich. But the Lord tries his 
righteous servant by permitting Zerah, with his limitless 
Ethiopian force, to invade the little kingdom. Asa rests on 
God, and in God’s name goes with his handful against that 
multitude. His sublime, triumphant trust stands out like a 
mountain; the Ethiopian hosts are nothing to it; they flee 
as mist from the mountain’s brow when the sun rises upon 
it. One word tells their discomfiture. 


Such faith is precious in the sight of God. As God swore 
to Abraham, after his sore trial, in covenant of solemn bless- 
ing, so now again he sends his prophet to encourage Asa in 
the good work. Asa, with thankful eagerness, seizes the 
prophet’s suggestions, and bravely renews the covenant with 
God on the part of self and people. The consecration is 
thorough, accompanied with every demonstration of great 
joy. Asa’s end is greater than his beginning. The pros- 
perity vouchsafed and continued by God to Judah, is fol- 
lowed up in the God-appointed way. God is sought with 
their whole heart, is found of them, and gives them rest 
roundabout. ‘ Happy is that people whose God is the Lord.” 
His covenant is “ the sure mercies of David.” 

Jehoshaphat continues in the way of Asa, and the same 
godly prosperity continues. God raises both king and peo- 
ple still higher. The law, the source of all blessings to 
those who know and obey it, is not suffered to be neglected 
—no detriment comes in that way—but it is taught by com- 
petent persons in an organized method under royal authority. 
Thus the true sources of prosperity send forth more abundant 
and fertilizing streams, and the fear of the Lord spreads 
farther than before: not only throvghout the kingdom, but 
to the lands round about. The month’s lessons truly show 
the prospering favor of God, and how they shall prosper 
that love him. 

But Jehoshaphat finds it agreeable to make alliance with 
idolatrous Israel. He indeed returns to his house in peace. 
The Lord, kindly cherishing his beloved, inflicts no judgment 
but sends his prophet Jehu toadminister reproof. Jehcsha- 
phat, while commended for his good deeds, is warned of the 
wrong of espousing the cause of those who are enemies of the 
Lord. He receives the lesson, and prepares more thoroughly 
te establish the land in uprightness. He precures, to the 
best of his ability and to the extent of his authority, that 
greatest of all civil blessings, a pure and efficient adminis- 
tration of justice by henest and well-instructed judges. God’s 
fatherly care is richly continued as his children grow in 
grace. His admonitien is health and better life. 

But none ef God's servants escape trial. When the great 
multitude come against him from Moab, Ammon, and Mount 
Seir, Jehoshaphat neither loses courage nor dependence upon 
God. In answer to prayer, God sends his Spirit upon Jeha- 
ziel, encourages the faith of the king, and interpcses glori- 
eusly between Judah and her enemies. The king and peo- 
ple bow and worship. In full belief of the promised victory 
they sing, with full-ordered service, one of the glorious 
psalms of praise; and the Lord fights for them—and who 
can fight against God’? Such is the glorious beauty of God's 
loving ministry. 

God's cherishing care goes on. Joash is minded to honor 
God’s house. Here, as if the blessings of such a purpose 
were assumed as matter of course, the narration gives an 
outline of work which may serve for a lasting pattern. The 
influential men and officials are gathered, are made aware of 
and participants in his purpose. Their influence being 
secured, their tardiness is corrected by a reference to pre- 
cedent and law in such matters, and activity is forcibly 
enjoined. The whole people are made alive to the work, and 





interested by being brought into co-operation with their 
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superiors, and by being made te have each a personal stake 
in the work. Those of high rank give means and counsel, 
those of low rank give means and work. A common object 
unites their hearts and strength. They realize the superior 
blessedness of givers and sustainers over that which comes 
to mere receivers and dependants. They plan and work 
for God's house, and their love for self is supplanted by love 
for God's house. 

As if incontrast with Joash’s work, the aext lesson shows 
the folly of presumption in worship. Uzziah madly dis- 
plays his wrong ideas ef kingly pre-eminence, and ventures to | 
usurp the priestly functions. The faithful priest Azariah 
goes in with a force of valiant brethren, rebukes and success- 
fully withstands the king; and by this one deed hands down 
his name to posterity. The Lord still cherishing his peo- 
ple, only the king issmitten—but he is smitten with a moat 
fearful streke : the dreadful and loathsome plague of leprosy | 
appears, & fit emblem of the loathsome character of his profa- 
nation. In an instant appear all the legal requisites for 
his judicial banishment from men ; he hastens to go out— 
and he remains apart till his death, and even then his body | 
is kept outof the royal resting-place. But God still cherishes 
his people as a nurse her children; a regent geverns and | 
guides till the king’s decease. | 

The lessons of the last month in the quarter show in a | 
measure the rebukes of God. Ahaz does nothing good, but 
only evil continually. Tilgath-pilneser, king of Assyria, | 
comes todistress him as a chastening ; but Ahaz grows worse, 
and fills the land with idolatry. He dishonors God's house 
and worship, and even ries to expel the God of his fathers | 
from the land. Defiant to the end, he sinks away in dishonor 
and neglect. He has provoked God to anger. 

But God's anger does not continue against his chosen 
people. Into Hezekiah’s heart God puts better thoughts. 
Hezekiah restores the priests, the Levites, and the whole 
service; requires purity injheart and worship, points out 
and confesses the sins of the people, shows their miseries as 
the consequent of sin, declares his purpose to make a 
new covenant with the Lord, to wholly surrender himself to 
the work of reform, and to seek holiness with all his 
heart. 

The next lesson shows the fruits of his faith and piety. 
The Assyrian comes fighting against Jehovah, as against the 
false gods of other peoples ; shows himself as a great boaster, 
and especially boasts against God and his people. But God's 
arm is not an arm of flesh. Isaiah the prophet, glowing 
with the inspiration of Messiah’s power and coming, brighter 
than has yet shone out to man, declares God’s purpose. The 
Lord fights for his people, and brings about the most signal 
and wondrous overthrow of his enemies ever displayed. 

The last lesson of this month—and of the quarter— is in 
remarkable contrast with the first one. Manasseh, the 
prodigal son of Hezekiah, the child of pious instruction and 
witness of excellent example, becomes zealous in evil, and is 
sorely chastened. He is carried away to Babylon and thus 
brought to repentance. Then his chastening is improved. 
He does not, like Ahaz, go on from bad to worse, from worse 
to destruction; but he repents and turns toGod. In the 
land whither he was carried captive, God hears him out of 
heaven, his dwelling-place, and brings him back. Now he 
knows by experience and in his heart that the Lord is God. 
He becomes zealous for God, he restores God's altar and 
worship, he offers peace-offerings and thank-offerings, 
and commands Judah to serve the Lord God of Israsl. But 
as in Rehoboam’s case, his gold had been exchanged for 
brass. The rebukes of God are no light matter: Manasseh’s 
evil doing produces fruit, even after his death, in a large 
share of the evil which is afterwards to come upon God's 
people. 

Thus, with great variety of incidental teaching, we may 
trace God's leading of his people through a course of pros- 
perity, of cherishing, and of rebuke. They who seek God 
with all their heart will find that his service has the promise 
of the life that now is, as well as that which is to come. 
Those who strive for higher devotion and holiness will find 
that God gives more light, more strength, and more increase: 
that though he sends trials,.he sends them only as fore 
runners of greater good: that the blessing of the Lord 
maketh rich and addeth no sorrow therewith. Those who 
need rebuke will find that the way of the transgressor is 
hard ; if they despise his rebuke, they will meet destruction ; 
if they heed his rebuke, the wisdom thus learned by experi- | 
ence is health and salvation, but is not equal to that acquired | 
by kesping God's precepts. 





} 


HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER. | 
BY FAITH LATIMER. | 





The children may be told to remember our lessons for the 
quarter as stories of the kings; and that all that we have | 
learned of the kingdom of Judah took place in about three | 
hundred years’ time. Children and many grown people | 
have dim ideas of Bible chronology, and we cannot give | 
much in the primary class; but it will make it more definite | 


to teach all Old Testament history as before the birth of | 





| was that? 





QUARTERLY REVIEW CHART. 








NO. | TITLE. GOLDEN TEXT, 

S 1. | R.FLJ. | When he humbled— 
wal ui } A. F. G, Lord, it is nothing— 
- 3 | 3. C. R. Be ye strong— 

Oe t t, Fur And they taught— 

- “They shall prosper that love thee.” 
« of & ) JR. ) There is no iniquity— 
© 2 | 6. | J.H.G. | Believe in the Lord— 
so) 7. | JLR.T. | Joash was minded— 
5 5 | 8, | U.P.P. | Pride goeth betore— 
o ‘Even as a nurse cherisheth her children. 
4a %.)} ABW. | And in the time— 
me} 10. H.G.R. | And in every work— 
as FA ) 11. H. A. | With him is an arm— 
= ce | 12. M.B.R. (| As many as I love— 
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REVIEW QUESTIONS. 

Titlés and Golden Texts —What is the title of the first 
lesson of the quarter? Its golden text? The title of the 
second lesson? Its golden text? The title of the third 
lesson? Its golden text? The title of the fourth lesson ? 


Its golden text? [R. IF. J. on the chart stands for ‘“‘ Reho- 
boam, First King of Judah.” The initials under “ Title” 


{From The Sunday School Times Scholars’ Quarterly.] 


” 





will serve to recall each lesson. The catchwords, “ when 
he humbled,” etc., will help to recall the golden texts. Go 
on through the lists until the titles and catchwords are 
familiarly associated, and all fresh in mind ] 


Review Topics—In what consisted the transgression of 
Rehoboam? In what his punishment? When he showed 
enitence, how was he rewarded? What were the four 
fruits of fidelity enjoyed by Asa? What four covenant 
blessings were his? What two sources of prosperity were 
sought by Jehoshaphat? To whom is prosperity promised 
by the psalmist? [See text at close of the first four lessons 
on the chart.] In what three particulars was God's fatherly 
care manifested in the reign of Jehoshaphat? In what 
four ways was his loving ministry shown? In their honor- 
ing of God's house, what four steps of Joash and his people 
are noted? How was Uzziah’s presumption in worship dis- 

layed? How was it rebuked and punished? To what 
leanas is the cherishing love of God compared? [See text 
at the close of the second four lessons on the chart | What 
three points in the continuance in evil by Ahaz are to be 
remembered? What promptings of holiness are exhibited 
in the course of Hezekiah? What boaster ventured on fight- 











Transgression and P. 
Fruits of Fidelity. 
Covenant Blessings. 
Sources of Prosperity. 


Humble yourself. 
Rest on God, 
Covenant with God. 
Know and serve God. 





God's Fatherly C. 
God’s Loviug M. 
Honoring God's H. 
Presumption in W. 


Be admonished. 

Be not dismayed. 
Love God's house. 
Worship in God's way. 


Cease from evil. 
Seek holiness. 

Defy not God. 

Profit by chastening. 


Continuance in EK. 
Promptings of H. 
Fighting against G. 
Chastening improved. 


“ Thou with rebukes dost correct man for iniquity.” 


Review Text: “ Many times did he deliver them; but they provoked him with their counsel, and were 
brought low for their iniquity.” 








ing against God? After his boasting, what was his over- 
throw? When Manasseh had been zealous in evil, how was 
he brought to repentance? When his chastening was 
improved, how did he show himself zealous for God? What 
is a purpose of God's rebuking man? [See text following 
the third four lessons on the chart ] What is the record, in 
the review text, of God's dealings with his covenant 
people? 

Practical Duties —When did the wrath of the Lord turn 
from Rehoboam? When we have sinned against God, what 
is our duty? When enemies came against Asa, on whom 
didhe rest? When weare beset with dangers, what ought we 
to do? With whom did Asa make a covenant? With 
whom ought we to covenant? About whom did Jehosha- 
phat have his people learn; and whom did he serve? What 
twofold duty is ours? By what means was Jehoshaphat 
brought to see hissin? When arebnuke comes to us from 
God's messenger, how ought we to be affected by it? When 
a host threatened Jehoshaphat, what was the appeal to 
Judah of the inspired prophet? When God is for us, how 
ought we to face danger? What was Joash minded to 
do? What is our duty toward God's house? In what did 
Uzziah show presumption? In whose way ought we to 
worship? In what course did Ahaz continue, in spite of 
warnings? When we are warned of our evil, what ought 
we todo? Which king was prompted to be holy, and to 
have his people holy? What ought we alltoseek? What 
king proposed to fight against God? Whom is it never eafe to 
defy? Which king improved his chastening? By what 
ought we all to profit? 





Christ,—for in some relation to him all the child's Scrip‘ure 
knowledge should be connected. So you may tell that our 
royal stories begin nearly a thousand years before Jesus was 
born, that the kings of Judah all lived in Jerusalem where 
Jesus died, just outside the city; and that the battle when 
Jehoshaphat was helped by God was near Bethlehem, where, 
almost nine hundred years after, the angels sang, and the 
shepherds went to find the child in the manger. 

By some suggestive questions it will be best to help the 
children recall and pronounce the names, which might be 
printed on the blackboard, or their initials; and then going 
over them again, let the class help to compare and classify 
them, selecting such as were examples to follow or warnings 
against sin. Afterwards, rub out the names, and write in 
one werd the character of each king,—a basis for more ques- 
tioning and teaching. Recall the names by such questions 
as these: What wise king’s son was the first king of Judah? 
What was his name? What was turned from him when he 
humbled himself? The next king we studied about was 
faithful to his God: the one with the easy name, the same 
letters backward and forward. What name was that? 

The next king was the son of Asa, who had prosperity 
while he did right, was reproved when he did wrong, and 
helped when he listened to the word of the prophet, and 
believed, and was established. What was his hard name? 
Then the little boy who was made king when he was seven 
years old, who was he? The next one we studied about was 
the proud king, who wanted to do what only the holy 
priests were allowed to do; who was that? The next king 
we learned of had a very bad reign; forhe trusted in idol 
gods, which were “ the ruin of him,” and in time of distress 
hesinned yet moreand more; thisis thatking——? Thencame 
a long happy time for the kingdom and country ; for the 
king did right in the sight of the Lord, and all his work for 
God he did with all his heart, and he prospered. Which king 
The last was the one who never repented of his 
sin until he was in a prison in a far-off land, led away in 
chains. Who was it that was so brought to repentance ? 

How many kings have you named now? Of all theee 
eight, how many served God? Now let us go over 
the kings again, and find a word for each to help us to 
remember his life and his story. 

Our lesson of Rehoboam began with three words,—Sin, 
punishment, sorrow. Wecould not call him agood king, 
but when he humbled himself, God showed him mercy and 
turned away his wrath from him, so we may call him The 


Humbled King. Faithful Asa did that which was good and 
right in the eyes of the Lord his God. Can you tell any of 
the good things he did? Did he try to have all his people 
serve the Lord his God? When a great army came against 
him, with twice as many soldiers as he had, to whom did he 
cry for help? What did he say in that golden text about 
help? Did God hear and help? Does he always hear all 
those who trust him and call upon him? The Bible has 
many such promises, and here is only one of them. Have 
all repeat: ‘Call upon me in the day of trouble; I will 
deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me.” When Asa called 
all the people together after the battle, what did they do 
with the sheep and oxen they had taken from the enemy? 
What does the verse say those who have been delivered 
should do? Did Asa “ glorify God”? What was the cove- 
nant all the people made with Asa? Don’t you think we 
can write him The Faithful King. 

Good Asa had a good son, the one with the hard name. 
Who sent out the company of princes and priests to the 
cities and the country? What book did they teach? What 
did Jehoshaphat do that was wrong that the prophet 
reproved him for? What ungodly king did he join himself 
with? When he was sorry, and set up judges in the land, 
how did he charge the judges to do right? Do little chil- 
dren need to be told to “ take heed” and “ do it’ when they 
are taught what is right? Who was it that so often used to 
say to those who listened, “Take heed”? When enemies 
came to fight against Jehoshaphat, in whom did he trust for 
help? As his army went out early in the morning, what 
golden text telling them to believe in God did King Jehosha- 
phat say? Who gave them the victory while they sang © 
‘songs of praise? What name did we give Jehoshaphat 
because of the book he had taught to ali his people? The 
Bible King. 

You all love the story of the little boy crowned when he 
was so young. How old washe? Who saved hislife? What 
wicked queen thought he had been killed with all his 
brothers? What became of her? Who took care of Joash 
while he was a child? Who taught him to serve God? 
Where was he hidden away for six years? Why do you 
think he should have loved the temple more than the other 
kings? What did he have done to the temple? Who helped 
him? We may call him The Temple King. 

When Uzziah went into the temple to offer sacrifice, was it 





because he loved it as Joash did, or was he so glad to worehip 
God? What kind of look does the Lord hate? How did 
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he punish Uzzish's pride and passion? Surely we shall 
always remember him as The Proud King. 


What do those words about Ahaz mean, “his persistent | 


wickedness”? What were some of the wicked things he 
did? Are we told of one good thing he did? Not one, but 
many dreadful things. What did he do to the temple? 
Where did he set up altars? What kind of altars were 
they? Then as he never remembered God even when in 
trouble, but sinned more and more, we must write him down 
as The Wicked King. 

When Hezekiah became king, what did he do to the temple? 
what to the altars that Ahaz had made? When the Assyri- 
ans came against Hezokiah, what didhedo? What did he 
say to the people about “an arm of fissh’’? As we are told 
that Hezekiah did right in the sight of the Lord, we may 
call him The Righteous King. 

Was Manasseha good king? He sinned as Ahaz did, for; 
he made his people do worse than the heathen; but in time 
of distress he did not sin more and more, for he was truly 
sorry and turned to God ; and after he came back to Jerusa- 
lem he tried to be a better king. and commanded his people 
to serve God. What do we call it to turn from sin to God? 
Then we can remember Manasseh as The Repentant King. 

From the word-characters of the kings as now ‘on the 
board, as follows, you can recall incidents in their lives 
and times as you can judge best for your own class: 

eae oat, 
aithfo 1c 
THE Bible Righteous KING. 


Temple Repentant } 


Which of these were really good kings? What is the 
meaning of righteous? Call for examples of those kings 
who trusted in God; for those whom he helped, forgave, 
punished ; let the children show the bleesedness of those 
who trusted in him. Have all repeat until known, “ Blessed 
is every one that feareth the Lord, that walketh in his ways.” 

What is there for little children in the story of the kings? 
Which of them could you take for a pattern? When a king 
was good, it was said he walked in the ways of David, who 
was called ‘a man after Gods own heart;” but David 
often did wrong. Was there ever a king who never sinned? 

Just outside the city gate of Jerusalem, more than eighteen 
hundred years ago, in a crowd of angry people and some 
soldiers, three rough crosses were put up, and on each cross 
& prisoner was hong; over the middle cross a board 
was put with this writing on it: The King of the Jews 
(Illustrate on blackboard, if you like) That was the only 
king who never sinned; there, nailed on the cross, he died 
He was not, like David, “a man after God's own heart;” but 
he was from God's own heart of love, —ason, who came to 
earth a king, and yet a man whose life you may take for a 
pattern. He took childrea in his arms, and they sang to 
him as their king when he was on earth. Would yon like 
to belong to hiskingdom? This is what he said: “ Seek firat 
the kingdom of God and his righteousness.” How can you 
seek it? Give him your heart ; for to those who do, he says 
he will come and reign, and they shall be his own. In this 
life he will make his kingdom within your heart, and rule 
all your life with his love; in the next life he will take you 
to his kingdom in heaven, and every one shall wear a crown 
and be a king with him forever. 





BLACKBOARD. 


BY THE REV. J. B. ATCHINSON. 
REVIEW. 
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King and people humbled, 
Idolatry suppressed by Asa 
National revival. 

God's law studied and tauglt. 
Setting Judges in the land. 


Obedience and deliverance. . 
Free-will offerings of Judah. 


Judgments of God upon Uzziah. 
Ungodly Ahaz’s utter ruin, 

10. Devotion of Ilezekiah, 

11. Assyrians’ boast and death. 

12, Mumility and pardon of Manasseh, 
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ENITENCE, I. | 
| RAVER. It. 
LEDGE, III, | 
ROSPERITY. IV. 
ACE, , 
ROPHECY, 7s { 
} AY. ao 
UNI3H MENT. Vill, | 

hk V ERSENESS. _ 
IETY. a 

OWER, Xt. 

ARDUN. Xu 

TOPICS FOR CLASSES. 

HERE HAVE BEEN? 
HOM HAVE SKEN? 
HAt HAVE SEEN? 
HAT HaVE LEARNED? 
HICH WILL IMITATE? 
HAT WILL SHUN? 
HAT WiLL Dor 











WORK AND WORKERS. 
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CONVENTION CALENDAR FOR 1878. 
International, at Atlanta, Georgia.....-.---------- April 17-19 


East Tennessee, at Jonesboro... May 19, 20 




















NORMAL CLASSES AND ASSOCIATIONS. 


Augusta, Ga. Union Meeting for Prayer and Lesson Study every 
Saturday, at 8.45 a. m., in Y. M.C. A, Rooms. 


Baltimore, Md., Meeting for Lesson Study every Friday at 4p. u., in 


day, at 4 vp. u., in the Room of the Maryland Sunday School 

Union, 58 Lexington Street. 

Binghamton, N. Y., Union Meeting for the study of the Sunday- 

school lesson every Saturday noon, from 12 to 1 r.m.,in the 

rooms of the Y. M. C, A. 

Boston, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, at Wesleyan Hall, 36 Brom- 
field Street, every Saturday at 3r. mu. Led by the Rey, R. R_ 
Meredith. 

Barlington, Iowa, Union Normal class the first and third Wednesday 
evenings of each month. 

Chicago; Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday, at noon, 
in Farwell Hall. Also, Normal Class every Saturday, at 11 a.m. in 
Farwell Hall, conducted by B. F. Jacobs. Primary Class Teachers’ 
Meeting every Saturday, at 2 rp. u., in Bible Work Room, Y, M. C. A. 
Building. Superintendents’ Meeting and Sociable, second Tuesday 
of every month, at Mr. Moody's Church. South Side Teachers’-Meet- 
ing, fourth Tuesday evening of the month, at Trinity M. E. Church. 
West Side Teachers’-Meeting, third Tuesday evening of the month, 
at Union Park Congregational Church. Teachers’ Library and Read- 
ing Room, at 150 Madison Street. 

Cincinnati, O., Primary class Teachers’ Meeting every Saturday at 
3p. m., inthe Y. M.C. A. Hall. 

Cleveland, O., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday from 
12 to 12.45 vp. u., inthe Y. M. OC. A. Hall. 

Columbus, 0., Bible Class for Lesson Study meets in the Y. M.C. A. 
Parlor every Tuesday at 7.30 p.m. 

Detroit, Mich., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday 
evening, in the Y. M.C. A. Hall. Led by the Rev. Dr. A. T. Pterzon. 

Elmira, N. Y., Union Normal class im the different churches, on the 
second Monday evening of each month. 

Halifax, Nova Scotia, Union Meeting for International Lesson Study 
every Saturday, at 8 r.=., in the Class-room Y. M.C. A. Hall. 

Harrisburg, Pa, Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Thursday 
evening in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms. 

Indianapolis, Ind., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday 
at noon. Training class for Ohristian Workers every Tuesday 
evening. Both in the Y. M. C. A. Chapel, and both conducted by 
Mr. O. P._Jacobs. 

Louisville, Ky., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday, at 
6 rp. u., in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms, 


Minneapolis, Minn., Union meeting for Bible Study every Saturday, 
from 10.15 to 12 a. u., in Y. M. C. A. Parlor. Conducted by the Rey. 
H. N. Herrick. 


Newark, N. J., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday at 4 
pr. m., in the First Presbyterian Church, 

Newburyport, Mass.,, Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Thurs- 
day evening, in the Y.M.C. A. Rooms. Oonducted by the Rev. J. 
T. Beckley. 

New York, Superintendents’ Meeting every Tuesday at 4 Pp. m., in the 
Fulton Street Chapel. Primary class Teachers’ Meeting every Satur- 
day at 2.45 p. m., in the Y. M. C. A. Lecture-room. 

Philadelphia, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Thursday 


evening and at noon every Saturday, in the Y. M. C. A. Hall, cor- 
ner of Fifteenth and Chestnut Streets, 


Pittsburgh, Pa. Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday at 
noon, in the Y. M. ©. A. Rooms, No. 33 Fifth Avenue. 


Springfield, Ill., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday, at 
noon, in the Y. M. C. A. Hall. 


St. Louis, Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday at noon, in 
the Y. M. C. A. Rooms, 620 Locust Street, conducted by J. H. 
Brookes, D.D. English 8.8. Teachers’ Association meets tor Inati- 
tute work the first Tuesday evening of each month, at the Rooms of 
the Y.M.C.A. German 8.8. Teachers’ Association meets third 
Monday evening of each month, at the Y. M C, A. Rooms. 
Syracuse, N. Y., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday 
4. u, in the Y. M. 0. A. Hall. 

Toronto, Oan., Teachers’ Union Meeting for International Lesson Study 
every Saturday, in the Y. M. ©. A. Hall, from 12 tol o’clock p.m. 
Led by the Hon, Vice-Chancellor Blake, 


Washington, D. C., Sunday School Teachers’ Normal class every Mon. 
day, at 6 rp. =, in the Y. M. OC. A. Hall. 





THE ATLANTA CONVENTION. 


Mr. Edward S. Wagoner, secretary of the Pennsyl- 
vania State Sunday-school Association, issues the following 
information concerning tickets and routes to Atlanta: 

“Through the courtesy of Mr. George A. Dadmun, Gen- 
eral Ticket Agent of the Philadelphia, Wilmington and 





Baltimore Railroad, I am able to announee the following 


Tlinois, state, at Deeater...........-...-2----.---- May 21-23 | 
Missonri, state, at Sedalia_............-.----------- May 28-30 
New York, state, at Albany — ----June 4-6 
ee June 4-6 
Iowa, state, at Cedar Falls é June 11-13 
Nebraska, state, at Kearney........-------.------- June 12, 13 
Indiana, state, at Indianapolis aemia June 25-27 
Kentueky, state, at Maysville_......._.....--.-~...-- July 9-11 
Vermont, state, at St. Johasbury_............------- Oct. 9, 10 
Kanens, diate, 06 Tepekt 1. 2. nan nan conc eens one Oct .17-19 
New Jersey, state, at Trenton.................----.- Nov. 12-14 


the Y. M. 0. A. Rooms. Infant Class Teachers’-Meeting every Satur- 





‘railroad arrangements for the ensuing International 
Convention to be held at Atlanta, April 17-19: 


| “1. Tickets via Philadelphia, Wilmington and Baltimore 
Railroad, from Philadelphia to Atlanta and-return, good 
| from April 10 to May 10, $3275; with choice of route 
either via Richmond, Danville and Piedmont Air Line; 
or via Virginia, Midland and Kennesaw route. 

| “2. These reduced rates can only be obtained upon orders 
'which I will furnish to all delegates and alternates 
with their commissions, which will be forwarded about 
| March 20. 

| “8. Delegates on the line of the Reading Railroad will 
| be furnished with tickets at regular excursion rates from 
‘any point on the road to either Harrisburg or Phila- 
| delphia and_return, on presentation, to the local ticket 
agents, of a card bearing my written signature. All 
| delegates and alternates on the line of the Philadelphia 
| and Reading Railroad will please communicate with me 
| at once. 

| “4 Delegatesor alternates desiring to go from Baltimore 
| via Baltimore and Ohio Railroad must present to the 
ticket-agent at Camden Station, in Baltimore, a card bear- 


| 


| ing my written signature, which will secure them a ticket 
to Atlanta and return for $2915, good from April 10 to 
May 10, with choice of routes as follows: via Washington, 
Richmond and Wilmington, N. C.; via Washington, 
Richmond, Danville and Charlotte, N. C.; via Washington, 
Lynchburg, Danville and Charlotte, N. C.; or, via Wash- 
ington, Lynchburg, Knoxville and Cleveland, Tennessee, 
and Dalton, Ga. Delegates taking this route must make 
their own arrangements to get to Baltimore, as 1 cannot 
furnish reduced rates to Baltimore and return from any 
point north, east, or west. 

“5. I will announce through rates and arrangements 
from points on the Pennsylvania Railroad, Northern Cen- 
tral Railway, Philadelphia and Erie Railroad, and Dela- 
ware, Lackawanna and Western Railroad in a subsequent 
issue of The Sunday School Times. For further informa- 
tion, write or apply to Mr. Edward S. Wagoner, State 
Secretary, Mechanicsburg, Pa.” 

Delegates from all points who expect to go to the 
Atlanta Convention by way of Chicago may obtain par- 
ticulars respecting tickets by addressing Mr. E. Payson 
Porter, 18 South Ada Street, Chicago. 





WORK IN JAPAN. 


Mr. 8. Ono, a Japanese medical student now in Phila- 
delphia, delivered, on March 6, a lecture in the First Pres- 
byterian Church of Northern Liberties, on the introduction 
and development of Christianity in Japan. The lecture 
was delivered in the Japanese language, and interpreted 
to the audience by Dr. J.C. Berry, of Bath, Me., whose 
words are used in the following complete summary, 
furnished by him: 


“Until twenty-five years ago Japan had intercourse with 
no western nation save Holland. In this year (1853), 
Commodore Perry came, and through him a treaty of 
commerce with America was formed in 1854. This was 
the first direct contact with Western nations, and from this 
time attention was vigorously directed to the study of 
foreign arts and sciences. But though this intercourse 
gave us some knowledge of Western power, it gave us no 
knowledge of the Way of Life: for as yet no one had come 
to our shores to tell us of its blessings. The result was 
that we became impressed with the lower and soulless 
form of American civilization, and did not realize what we 
are now learning, namely, that the foundation of all true 
civilization is the strict observance of thelawcf God. We 
regarded the civilization before us as a physical, and not, 
if I may be allowed the expression, a spiritual one. And 
some of the faithful believers in the religionsof the country, 
especially the followers of Confucius, seriously contem- 
plated a mission to America in order to give to its people 
a higher morality than that of which they had a knowl- 
edge. Unfortunately, the conduct of the vast mejority of 
those who first visited our shores was such as to deepen 
the belief that the morals of the powers with whom we 
had treated were far beneath our own. 

“We therefore came to regard the religion of these coun- 
tries as an outgrowth of and beneath their civilization, 
rather than to think, as many of us now know, that their 
civilization is an outgrowth of the Christianity therein 
professed. Contempt, therefore, rather than respect, for 
Caristianity was thus created in the minds of our people. 

“Tn addition to this, the opposition to Christianity waa 
much aggravated by the action of the Roman Catholic 
priests in the country three hundred years previously, 
when they, with their numerous followers, revolted against 
the government, thus beginning a long and bloody civil 
war. From that time the government feared and doubted 
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the Catholics, and imprisoned, executed, and in every | 
possible way exterminated them from the land. 

“ After the power of the Roman Catholics had been | 
broken, fearing lest there were many who worshiped | 
secretly, the government caused, as a test of their faith, | 
the cross of Christ to be yearly trampled upon in every | 
household near the scene of the rebellion. Those who | 
refused were examined, imprisoned, and in many cases 
finally executed. 

“To strengthen still further the position of the govern- 
ment, an imperial edict was given, declaring that no one 
should believe any religion save the Buddhist or Shintoo 
faith; and every year the head of each family was required 
to forward to the ward cfficer the name of his family, and 
expressly state that they were not believers or followers 
of Christ, and to give the name of the temple and of 
the priest where they worshiped. This was law, and it 
was not uncommon even for those who did not believe, to 
make this statement. 

“Thus, though the study of Western science became 
popular, and the emigration of students for purposes of 
study became ganeral, yet Christianity was regarded with 
suspicion and contempt by both government and people. 
This being the state of affairs, how did Christianity obtain 
an entrance? How did the voice of salvation awake 
those who slumbered in darkness? Indeed, had not the 
faithful followers of Christ in these favored lands sent 
earnest and godly men and women to our relief, these 
important questions would remain to-day without an 
answer. Read Rom. 10: 13-15, 17. 

“From various causes, however, our people were not 
prepared to receivethe glad tidings. The maes of the 
people, especially the illiterate, were followers of Buddhism, 
while the upper classes were followers of Shintooism 
(the state religion), or Confucianism. The priests were 
enemies of the Bible, and used their influence to prejudice 
the people against its teachings. What with their exer- 
cise of the existing laws against Christianity, and their 
influence over the uneducated people, the teachings of 
the missionary seemed lost. This condition of things was 
much aggravated by the rough and dishonest treatment 
which our people almost universally received at the 
hands of ungodly foreigners. By degrees, however, as 
we came in contact with the missionaries, and witnessed 
their labors of love, the hatrei and fear of the people were 
overcome, and we were prepared to receive their teach- 
ings. To this end, the missionary hospitals and dispensa- 
ries were of the utmost advantages, bringing, as they did, 
the officersof the government, and the people as well, in 
intimate relation with the missionary physicians, illustrat- 
ing the benevolence of Christianity, securing confidence 
and love in place of suspicion and hate, and affording, in 
many cases, chapels where places for preaching could not 
otherwise have ben secured. Gradually the government 
learned to distinguish between Roman Catholicism, and 
Protestantism, and quietly allowed ihe existing laws 
against Caristianily, which were really laws against 
Roman Catholicism to become a dead letter. 

“To-day the situation is most encouraging, numerous 
churches exist in various parts of the land; Christian 
schools of superior excellence are established, and vari- 
ous outgrowths of Christianity secured, while the Prot- 
estant Cairistians mow number, according to recent 
statistics, 10500. Shintocizm and Buddhism are to-day 
arrayed against Christianity; and, besides these, 
many of the students who have obtained their educa- 
tion in Europe and America, have returned to their 
country to become the exponents of the materialism and 
skepticism of the age :—have returned carrying with them, 
from Christian shores, a moral contagion which threatens 
the welfare and safety of our country. But we do not 
fear, The obstacles which seemed insurmountable five 
years ago are overcome to-day; and the obstacles of 
to-day will, in Christ’s name, be overcome five years 
hence, becanse the Almighty God, with whom nothing 
is impossible, has so filled and flooded our beautiful 
land with his love and strength that the feeblest effort 
of the weakest believer in his name is productive of 
glorious results.” 





SUNDAY-SCHOOLS, 

—The amended charter of the Brooklyn Sunday-school 
Union, of which Mr. Benjamin H. Bayliss is president, 
has been issued in a neat pamphlet, together with the 
directory of schools for 1878. This directory is conven- 
iently and compactly arranged, and shows at a glance the 
hame, denomination, number of members, hour of session 
and name and address of superintendent of each school, 
The number of schools recorded is 131, as follows: Bap- 
tist, 17; Congregational, 20; Methodist Episcopal, 29; 
Protestant Episcopal, 17; Presbyterian, 22; Reformed, 

















10; Lutheran, 5; Friends, 1; Moravian, 1; Reformed 
Episcopal, 1; not classified, 8. The total number of 
officers and teachers is 5,170; of scholars, 46.495. Of the 
latter the Presbyterians have 9,758; the Methodists, 9,454 ; 


‘and the Congregationalists, 9,146. The largest single 


school is the Plymouth Bethel, with 1203 scholars, The 
other schools having more than a thousand scholars are 
Piymouth, 1160: the Central Congregational, 1041; the 
Hanson Place Methodist, 1165; the Brooklyn Tabernacle, 
1049; the Lafayette Avenue Presbyterian, 1040; the 
Throop Avenue Presbyterian Mission, 1075; and the 
Twelfth Street Reformed, 1084. The pamphlet also con- 
tains some items concerning the history of Sunday-schools 
in Brooklyn. It says of the beginning of the Brooklyn 
Sunday-school Union: “In reply to the inquiries as to the 
early history of the Union, Mr. Charles Clark writes: ‘I 
came to Brooklyn in 1836. At that time there was no 
Union Sunday-school Teachers’ Concert. Coming from 
Charleston, 8. C., where we had had one for years, I was 
anxious to have one inaugurated in Brooklyn. I sug- 
gested it to R. J. Thorne. He received the suggestion 
very cordially, and it. was no sooner named than done. 
This was in 1837, possibly 1838. Few formations have 
lasted so long, and afforded so much real enjoyment, and 
been of as much service, first to last, as this one.’ Mr, 
Andrew A. Smith writes: ‘Mr. Charles Clark’s Monthly 
Concert was in the form of a Union Teachers’ Meeting. 
There was no organization, save this monthly meeting, 
until (I should say) 1845, when we organized with 
officers.’” 


EVANGELISM. 


—A great revival at Natal has resulted from the 
preaching and work of a blacksmith who had been con- 
verted at one of Mr. Moody’s meetings in England. Three 
hundred unconverted people of Natal are said to have 
been reached by this blacksmith’s labors. 


—The meetings of Messrs. Needham and Cato, in Port- 
land, Me., continue to arouse much interest. There are 
two prayer-meetings daily, and a preaching service in the 
evening, except Sunday, when sermons are delivered in 
the City Hall both in the afternoon and evening. 


—The anniversary of the commencement of the work 
of Messrs. Moody and Sankey in Glasgow is observed 
every year by special services. The fourth anniversary 
was lately held, and reports of work in the city were 
presented. Free breakfasts and a penny bank are among 
the aids to evangelism in Glasgow. 


—During the ten years of its existence, the British- 
American Book and Tract Society, of Halifax, Nova 
Scotia, has employed seventy colporteurs. Their aggre- 
gate time of service has been ninety-six years. They have 
traveled 160 000 miles; made 239,176 family visits; dis- 
tributed Bibles, religious books, and tracts amounting to 
$103,022.31, of which more than $7,000 worth was given 
away; found and supplied 1,077 families destitute of the 
Scriptures; had personal religious conversation, reading 
of the Bible, or prayer, in 99,804 family visits; and held 
or taken part in 6,149 religious meetings. 


—The continued effect of the work of Messrs. Moody 
and Sankey on liquor-selling in Hartford is thus impar- 
tially summarized in The Hartford Times: 

The effect of the Moody and Sankey meetings is more visible 
now, in the sa'oons where liquor is sold, than it was three or four 
weeks ago. There seems to be a general falling off in the call for 
strong drinks, while the demand for lager beer and cider has 
increased. Saloons in the lower part of the city seem not to feel 
the effect of the diminished demand for liquor so much as those 
at the upper and central parts. One barkeeper at least, perhaps 
more than one, has been converted, and is to be baptised. Two 
saloon-keepers, whose places had already been clcsed, have alse 
joined the charch. 


—The union gospel meetings, under the auspices of the 
Philadelphia Young Men’s Christian Association, among 
the churches in Southwark, began on February 11, in the 
German Street Presbyterian Church. The meetings, during 
the second and third weeks, were held in the Ebenezer 
Methodist Episcopal Church, on Christian Street, below 
Fourth. The meetings are conducted by Messrs. William 
Johnson and D. L. Anderson, assisted by other members 
of the Association. It is reported that Christians of the 
different denominations have been quickened, and that 
there have been over one hundred conversions. The 
interest is extending. The services consist of Bible read- 
ings at 4 o’clock daily; a prayer-meeting at 7:30; and a 
gospel meeting at 8; followed by inquiry-meeting. 


—When Messrs. Moody and Sankey began work in 
Springfield, the siza and apparent interest of their congre- 
gations were less than in other places. But the inquiry- 
meetings were full and earnest from the start, se that the 





close of the third week of labor showed asteady growth in 
interest, and in the numbers of persons rising for prayer or 
ranking themselves among the converts, At some of the 
inquiry-meetings as many as twenty-five have risen. On 
Monday, March 4, a continuous inquiry-meeting was held 
in the First Congregational Church, between 1 in the after- 
noon and 11 at night, some one of the city ministers 
being present while Mr. Moody was at the City Hall 
meetings. This arrangement was made because many 
inquirers dislike to ask questions in the presence of a con- 
siderable number of spectators. After two weeks’ work 
in Boston, Messrs. Moody and Sankey expect to go to 
New Haven. 


MISSIONS. 


—The Moravian churches in Europe and America are 
working energetically to clear off the debt incurred in 
their missionary operations. During 1877, the sixteen 
thousand members of the church in Europe contributed 
no less than £17,000 for mission purposes. The Board 
of Moravian Missions now has posts on the highest table- 
land in the world, beyond the northern flanks of the Hima- 
layas. In South Africa they have advanced further 
among the tribes of Kaffirs. In Jamaica, a Moravian 
college has been established for training naiive teachers. 


—Four young colored students have just left Fisk 
University, Nashville, Tennessee, as mirsionaries to 
Africa. Mr. E. M. Barnes, of the University, describes 
the circumstances attending their departure: 


“A call fortwo young men to go immediately to rein- 
force the Mendi Mission in the Sherbra country, West 
Africa, came very unexpectedly three weeks ago. It was 
a brief, business letter, and was read to our students 
almost without comment, and with an oppressive fear 
that ‘minute men’ for A‘rica were not among our ranks, 
Constant efforts are made in every pcssible way, by lec- 
tures, instruction, and earnest prayers, to keep our stu- 
dents interested in Africa and its conversion, Lut we were 
not sure that any yet were ready to go. After two days 
of prayerful consideration, f.ur of cur best and most 
promising students volunteered to go—Mr. Albert Miller 
of the senior college clase, Mr. Andrew E. Jackson of the 
junior scientific class, and the two young ladies to whom 
they were engaged, Mies Ada Roberts and Miss Ella 
Hildrige, both frcm the higher normal department, 
Their names were sent on; they were accepted; and were 
informed that they must start in a very few days in 
order to reach their destination before the rainy season. 
Teachers, students, and friends, during the following 
week, assisted in the necessary preparations ; and there 
were solemn services of ordination on Sunday afternoon, 
February 17, followed by a double wedding cn Monday 
forenoon and a farewell meeting on Monday afternoon. 
The Christian people of Nashville, both white and colored, 
took a deep interest in this work. Many presents were 
sent to the young missionaries; and several churches 
took up collections for their benefit,—one of the leading 
white churches giving over $60. A number of the white 
pastors were among the speakers at the farewell meeting. 

“Mr. Miller, one of the two missioneries, said in his last 
remarks, while speaking of the wants and claims of 
Africa: ‘Would that it might be the motto, not only of 
Fisk University, but of every similar institution among 
our people: ‘ Her sons and her daughters are ever on the 
altar.’” 


Fisk University is now in a prosperous condition, and 
the boarding department is crowded. There has been a 
strong religious interest during this collegiate year, and 
some thirty conversions are reported. Many of the 
students enter the work in the Southern field as teachers 
and preachers, thus virtually beccming home mis- 
sionaries among their own people. The University has 
now the following courses of study: normal, higher 
normal, college, preparatory, and theological. There 
are twenty students in the college course, sixty in 
the preparatory, and thirty-three in the theological echool. 
A new building, to be called Livingston Hall, is in 
process of erection, and will be occupied, it is hoped, 
in Saptember next. Its special use will be as a training 
school of missionaries and teachers for Africa. The especial 
missionary training course will occupy three years, and 
will be inaugurated during the next academical year. 
Students in this course, in addition to theology, and some 
of the regular studies, will be instructed in the history, 
geography, and productions of Africa; the remedies 
adapted to the diseases of tropical climates; simple opera- 
tions in surgery, dentistry, etc. It is expected that a part 
of the instruction will be given by a returned missionary 
who has had actual experience. Livingston Hall will 
cost about $50,000; of which $20,000 was raised, some 
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time ago, in Great Britain and Holland. Contributions 
are still needed for the remainder. 


PERSONAL. 


—The Rev. Dr. George Dana Boardman’s Tuesday noon 
lectures at Association Hall, Philadelphia, are attended 
by audiences completely. filling the room. ‘“ The Creative 
Week” is the general subject of the course, and the 
various lectures, for their union of scientific accuracy and 
candor with loyalty to the Bible, well deserve the compli- 
ment paid them by Mr. Joseph Cook, during his recent 
visit to Philadelphia. 


—The Rev. W. W. Andrews, of Hartford, one of the 
most prominent ministers of the Catholic Apostolic (some- 
times called Irvingite) Church, and one of the most learned 
of American clergymen, has been delivering, in Phila- 
delphia, a course of four lectures on the second coming of 
Christ, as follows: “Is there to be a second personal and 
bodily coming of our Lord Jesus Christ?” “ What will 
he do at his coming?” “Is his coming near at hand?” 
“How must his church be made ready for his com- 
. ng? ” 


—The Springfield Republican always has a telling way 
of describing the personality and the methods of the emi- 
nent men of the time. In view of Mr. Moody’s recent 
work in Springfield, it lately presented this clear and just 
analysis of the causes of his success: 


Mr. Moody's secrets of power, from the human stand-point, 
are worth inspection. First of all,—his genuineness; it shines 
through the man and makes him personally attractive. We go 
with prejudices and contrarieties, but, on looking him well over, 
we like him, He speaks what he means, and means what he 
speaks, and without the least suggestion of ministerial airs, or 
holy tones, or pious mannerisms, he “ pitches right in,” without 
introduction or circumlocution, just as an earnest man would 
talk on the sidewalk, wholly unconstrained, unartificial, and 
unconventional. It is like a fresh breeze, on a spring morning, 
coming through pine woods. We like to draw itin. Mr. Moody 
is unlettered, but not unlearned. A man of one book, he has 
studied it, believes in it, interprets it simply, naturally, and 
transparently, with small regard to any niceties of exegesis, but 
in just the homely, vivid, Saxon, John Bunyan-like way that the 
people relish. He also reads men, and takes in the character and 
moods of his audiences with a ready insight, lighting and shading 
his discourses by apt anecdotes and illustrations, with a spice of 
natural humor which may flash a broad smile over the assembly, 
but not to mar the just proportions of the final effect. And it is 
the effect of one thought at a time, struck at once, deftly turned 
over and over, thrust into the conscience and pounded under 
glowing heat, into a sledge-hammer or a gleaming scimetar, but 
dropped in season, before the appeal has time to cool or the bene- 
diction becomes a relief. Mr. Moody's eloquence is that of a warm 
heart, an earnest, glowing purpose, a perfect self-control, strong 
common sense, and pungent, homely, rugged and rapid speech, 
always grappling the conscience at close quarters, but never for- 
getting to speak the truth in love. He knows how to handle as 
with a woman’s touch the tenderest sympathies and best affec- 
tions, and when also to concentrate and mass his strength ina 
direct assault which shall take the stubborn will by storm. It is 
one of his best characteristics that, unlike some evangelists, he 
appeals tothe conscience rather than to the feelings, and preaches 
a religion of every-day righteousness rather than a go-to-meeting, 
singing, praying, exhorting and professing religion, which pays 
ten cents on the dollar, and makes something out of it every 
time. 


BOOKS AND WRITERS, 


—_—_»——. 


History of Opinions on the Scriptural Doctrine of Retribu- 
tion. By Edward Beecher, D.D. New York: D. Appleton 
& Co.—The present interest in the doctrine of future punish- 
ment, provoked by the utterances of a few rhetorical clergy- 
men and certain secular newspapers, has led the Rev. Dr. 
Edward Beecher to collect and revise his historical papers 
on that general theme. Dr. Beecher maintains that certain 
learned and devout leaders of the (comparatively) early 
Christian church disbelieved in the perpetual punishment of 
the impenitent dead, and made various substitutes for that 
doctrine in personal or corporate opinions or statements. 
Farthermore, he dec!ares that four early theological schools 
taught restorationiem, and one annihilation. The former 
schools he assures us, were noted for their piety. Again, 
Origen’s doctrine of universal restoration was ‘“ composed 
and issued” by Origen in A. D. 230, but not condemned as 
heretical until 544. Of the lapse of time between the 
Resurrection and the year 230 Dr. Beecher has less to say. 
The weakness of his argument lies in the fact that between 
230 and 544 nearly every heresy known to Christian doc- 
trine flourished, and even for a time ruled, from virtual 
Ultramontanism on the one hand to downright Unitarianism 
on the other. As soon as the whole church became pure 
enough to purge itself from any errors, it made equally short 
work with denials of the Trinity and denials of eternal pun- 





ishment. Not one council, general or particular, of any 
save the most insignificant fragments of any professedly 
Christ’. church, Catholic or Protestant, ever expressed or 
justified the doctrine of universal restoration. The nature 
of Dr. Beecher’s volume is popular rather than echolarly in 
style, though the argument professes to deal with questions 
of pure scholarship. The pages are disfigured by numerous 
and unsystematic sub-headings. 


Al Saints’ Day; and other Sermons. By the Rev. 
Charles Kingsley, M.A. Edited by the Rev. W. Harri- 
son, M. A. New York: Scribner, Armstrong, & Co.— 
Charles Kingsley’s writings contain within themselves the 
elements of permanent fame, although some regard him 
merely as a popular and even an ephemeral writer. 
His books have lately won a considerable recognition in 
German translations, and their favor with American readers 
is by no means declining. They narrowly escape being 
great, just as did their author. Kingsley’s books were like 
mirrors of his own soul; and how strong and gentle that 
soul was, may be seen still more clearly in his recently pub- 
lished biography, and more especially in the remarkable 
letters of which that biography is so largely composed. 
The present volume is a welcome addition to the consider- 
able shelf already filled by Mr. Kingsley’s writings. It 
takes its title from the first sermon; but, as there are in all 
forty-three short discourses, widely varying in subject, and 
for the most part devotional and practical rather than occa- 
sional, it seems a little unfortunate that so distinctively 
“churchly” a title should have been chosen, But the reader 
may be aesured that Kingsley’s religious teachings ought by 
no means to be confined within the pale of the Church of 
England; and that their temper is as sweet as their coun- 
sels are manly. (12mo, cloth, pp. x, 410. Price, $1 50.) 


Map of Pulestine, Part of Syria,and Moab. By Professors 
H. 8. Osborn and Lyman Coleman. For sale by H. S. 
Osborn, State University, Oxford, O.—This is a new edi- 
tion of the well-known wall map by the same compilers, 
but much improved and corrected according to the freshest 
sources of information. An earlier edition has been quite 
recently noticed in our columns. This edition adds many 
discoveries made by the English, German, and American 
exploring parties, especially those concerning mounts Nebo 
and Pisgah, made by Professor Paine and confirmed by De 
Luynes. The different kinds of names of places, ancient, 
modern, and biblical, are distinguished by different sorts of 
letters, not apt to be mistaken one for another. The water- 
shed lines, the flora of certain regions, with a few other par- 
ticulars not usual on maps, are given to a considerable 
extent. As a wall-map, it would be difficult to find a better 
one, or one more up to the times. In adopting new dis- 
coveries, the compilers have judiciously steered clear of many 
of Lieutenant Conder’s wild “identifications.” The mechan- 
ical execution is fine. The surface of the map is so finished as 
to avoid the glare of a varnished film, and to make the lines 
and lettering of the map plainly visible in all positions. 
There are two sizes: one 9} by six feet, the other 4} by 3 
feet. The price of the former is $12.00; the latter, 
$5.00 


Royal Commandments; or, Morning Thoughts for the 
King’s Servants: and Royal Bounty; or, Evening Thoughts 
for the King’s Guests. By Frances Ridley Havergal. 
New York: Anson D. F. Randolph & Co.—Miss Havergal 
possesses an unusual skill in the preparation of books of 


devotion and meditation. The present volume consists of 
two separate works bound in one, the former being readings 
for morning and the latter for evening. Miss Havergal is 
neither mystical on the one hand, nor devoid of spirituality 
on the other; and her thoughts are both pious and practical. 
Scripture texts are freely used in illustrations, all parallel 
references to Bible readings being conveniently printed at 
the side of the page. The literary execution of the book is 
not praiseworthy, Miss Havergal’s prose style being some- 
what inelegant and involved. In printing and binding it 
is handsome, and is furnished with a ribbon marker. (Sq. 
18mo, cloth, pp. 315. Price, 85 cents. 


M. Tullit Ciceronis Tusculanarum Disputationum ad Bru- 
tum Libri Quinque. Edited by Reinhold Klotz. New York: 
Harper & Brothers.—It is long since any addition has been 
made to Harper's series of Greek and Latin Texts, in which 
this convenient and handsome edition of Cicero’s Tusculan 
Disputations takes its place. As a whole, the series is the 
best recitation-room edition of the eight Latin and seven 
Greek authors it includes. The type and paper are excel- 
lent, the binding is handsome, the shape is convenient, the 
price is moderate, and, most important of all, the text is 
always edited by some English or German scholar of recog- 
nized eminence. The title-page looks odd enough, being 
Latinised throughout, so that the familiar imprint of the 
Franklin Square firm appears thus: “ Novi Eboraci: Appd 
Harperos Fratres.” But this innocent bit of pedantry will 





give sincere pleasure to the classical scholar and the book- 
worm. (18mo, cloth, pp. iii, 189. Price, 65 cents.) 





Messrs. A. D. Worthington & Co., of Hartford, Conn., have 
undertaken an enterprise of interest and value to Bible 
readers, in the publication of a work to be called “The 
New Illustrated Comprehensive Commentary on the Holy 
Bible.” It will combine the three commentaries of Jamieson, 
Fausset, and Brown; Henry; and Scott; also giving, of 
course, the entire text of the Old and New Testaments, A 
large number of steel plates will be inserted, of finer execu- 
tion than is usual in Scripture commentaries; and the work 
will also contain many maps and plans. The steel plates 
were purchased by Mr. Worthington in Scotland, expressly 
for the Commentary. The introductory matter will be new, 
much of it being written by one of the most eminent of 
American biblical scholars, who has also revised the whole 
work. Much care has been taken to embody in the Com- 
mentary only the results of the best scholarship. The maps 
have been printed by the Johnstons, of Edinburgh, the well- 
known map publishers; and special care has been taken to 
insure accuracy. The work will appear in fifty-two weekly 
parts, at fifty cents each. 


Mr. Benson J. Lossing, the historian, used to be an artist 
and an engraver aswell. Some of his earlier books are illus- 
trated by himself, and he engraved the original cover of 
Harper's Magaz'ne. His home in Dover, New York, is thus 
described by a writer in Harper's Weekly: ‘“ Mr. Benson J. 
Lossing’s country-seat, ‘The Ridge,’ in Dutchess County, 
sixteen miles east of Fishkill and the Hudson River, is one 
of the most picturesque in the country. His house was 
built in 1811, and has been remodeled to suit his taste and 
convenience. The library of nearly 6000 volumes, in a 
fire-proof building constructed of marble, is rich in historical 
matter. Besides rare old books, it contains many historical 
relics connected with the battle-fields of the Revolutionary 
War andof the War of 1812; also curious Indian and 
Egyptian antiquities. There is a curious collection of 
miniatures, in water-colors, of actors in the Revolution, 
made from life by Mr. Lossing himself thirty years ago. 
One of them is the portrait of Jonathan Harrington, who 
played the fife at the skirmish in Lexington, in April, 1775; 
also a daguerreotype of David Kinnison, one of the famous 
‘Boston Tea Party,’ made when he was one hundred and 
thirteen years old. The library building is made into two 
rooms, a lower and an upper one; the upper one is the 
study and working-room.” 





PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


M Tullii Ciceronis Tusculane Disputationes. 16mo, eloth, pp. ili, 189. 
New York: Harper & Brothers. Price, 65 cents. 


School History of Rome. Abridged from Merivale eG. Puller, M.A. 
18mo, cloth, pp. XXiv, 3%. Fhesame. Price, 9% cents. 


The Wreck of the Grosvenor. 


Svo, paper, pp. 120. The same. 
30 cents. 


Price, 


The Tender Recollections of Irene Macgillicuddy. 32mo, paper, pp. 
#. Thesame. Price, 15 cents. 
Brother Jacob; and The Lifted Veil. 


By George Eliot. 
pp. 169. Thesame. Price, 20 cents. 


32mo, paper, 


A Shadow on the Threshold. By Mary Cecil Hay. 32mo, paper, pp. 128. 
Thesame. Price 20 cents. 

The Bride of Landeck. By G. P. R. James. 32mo, paper, pp. 102. The 

same, Price, 20 cents. 


Poems in Company with Children. B 
cloth, pp. 162. Boston: D. Lothrop 


Mrs. S. M. B. Piatt. Sq. 16mo, 
Co. Price, $1.50. 
Is bas re a Hell? An Inquiry and an Answer. 


By the Fev. John A. 
Cass, A.M. 16mo, paper, pp. 31. The same. 


Price, 15 cents. 


Punishment of Sin Eternal: Three Sermons by Justin D. Ful tom, D.D. 
8vo, paper pp. 38. New York: The Religious Newspaper Agency. 
Price, 10 cents, 


The Pathcer. 
T. Crowell. 


By Eliza Lee Follen. 16mo, cloth, pp. 198. New York: 


Price, $1.00. 


Lea's Playground. By the author of “Willie Smith’s Money-Box.’ 
1é6mo, Cloth, pp. 233. The same. Price, $1.00. 


a Temperance Concert % xercise. By Themas R. 


Scri Testimony ; 
ee mene New York: National Temper- 


hompson, 16mo, paper, pp. 16. 
ance Society. Price, 10 cents. 


Sir William Temple. By Lord Macaulay. 
same. Price, 25cents, 


32mo, paper, pp. M3. The 


By the author of The 


g; Children’s Etiquette. 
Beneyly Girl Bapers. 8a Boston: D, Lothrop & 


Ugly Girl ‘Papers. Sq. l6me, cloth, pp. lis. 
Co. Price, $1.00, 


Two Ways to Matrimony; or, False Pride. 12mo, cloth, pp. 265. Phila- 
delphia: T. B. Peterson & Brothers. Price, $1.00. 

Homiletical Index. Bv J. H. Pettingell, Rn M. 8vo, cloth. pp. 316. 

New York: D. Appleton & Co. Price, $3.00. 


The Czar’s Favonite; or, Pride Goes Before a Fall. By Franz Hoffmann. 
Trans! ated by BE. M.G. Lilustrated. 18mo, cloth, pp. 232, Philadel- 
phia: James A. Moore. Price, t0 cents. 

True Hearts Make Happy Homes. By 


-™ § hy Pa or Hg ag: Fg New York: T. Nelson & Sons, 


auil, 16mo, cioth, pp. 422, 


or, Hand in Hand Heavenward. By Louisa M. Gray 
The same. 


Ada and Gerty; 

l6qmo, Cloth, pp. 336. 
cings M.A 

All Saints’ Day, and other Sermons. By the Rey. Charles Kingsley, 
Kdited te ibe Rev. W. Harrison. M A. 12mo, cloth, pp. x, 410. 
New York: Scribuer, Armsuong, & Co. Price, $1.50. 

The Natural History of Atheism. By John Stuart Blackie. 12mo, 

cloth, pp. v, 253. Thesame. Price, ‘$1.50. 


Food for the Lambs. Tilustrated, Vol. IT. 1877. 8vo, cloth, pp. 194. 
Springfield, 111: Edwin A. Wilson. Price, 0 cents. 


The Labor of Love. LIilustrated, Vol. VI. 1877. 4to, paper, pp- 48. The 
same. Price, 50 cents. 
New Music. os 
ke, my Soul, to Joyful Lays. For contralto ar bass. By Joha 
ie A New York: 7 Fischer & Brother. Price, 35 cents. 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 











BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


A correct statement of the circula.wn of 
The Sunday School Times is given each 
week, The edition this week is 27,000 
copies.: Advertisers are free to examine 
the subscription list at any time, 








In ordering samples or goods of Messrs. 
Jordan, Marsh & Co., please mention seeing 
the advertisement in The Sunday School 
Times. 


The advertisement of H. N. Thissell 
(American Tract Society) will be found 
this week, and hereafter, among the Special 
Notices. 





The .£tna Life Insurance ie pe 
of Hartford, Conn., with its assets of $24 
141,175.20 and its "clean surplus of sanity 
four and a quarter millions of dollars, and 
its well-known economical management, 
has recently received a well-merited endorse- 
ment from the Special Commission appointed 
by the Legislature of Connecticut, a year 
ago, to investigate all the Life Insurance 
companies of that State. The Commission 
say of the “tna that it is “not only sol- 
vent, but financially sound, and under the 
management of officers and directors of 
large experience, sound judgment, and un- 
blemished character, and entitled to the 
entire confidence of policy-holders and the 
public.” 








SPECIAL NOTICES. 





Sones or Bevtan. New hey 7) Book for Sunday 
Schools. Price, 35 cts. ker, 1113 Chestnut 
Street. Philadelphia. 





Sanatoca Spaines.—Drs. Strong’s Remedial Insti- 
tute has no — in location, or the variety and 
efficiency of its appliances, for the treatment of 
nervous, lung, female, and other diseases. 
more of them by sending for a circular. 


Learn 





To learn about missionary work in Turkey, send 
1.00 to the American Tract Society’s eemeey 1512 
hestnut St., Phila.. and get Mrs. Wheeler’s book, 
Daughters of Armenia, —- i aid, and you will find 
just the information you u rs. Preston’s Gaboon 
Stories tell you of similar work at the Gaboon, 
Africa. 85 cts. will get that, postpaid. 


West 





WILpor’s Cop LIVER OIL AND LimE.—The great 
popularity ofthis safe and efficacious preparation is 
alone attributable to its intrinsicjworth. In the cure 
of Coughs, Colds, Asthma, Bronchitis, Whooping 
Cough, Scrofulous Humors, and all Consumptive 
Symptoms, it has no superior, if equal. Let no one 
neglect the early symptoms of disease, when an agent 
is thus at hand which will alleviate all complaints of 
the Chest, Lungs or Throat. Manufactur only by 
A. B. WILBOR, Chemist, Boston. Sold by all drug- 
gists. 





USE WALTER BAKER & CO.’8 CHOCOLATE. 





WORCESTER’S DICTIONARY IS THE BEST. 





PEMAQUID, by MRS. PRENTISS, $1.75. 





APPLETONS’ JOURNAL— Art Journal — Popular 
Science Monthly. The Best Advertising Mediums. 





HARPERS CATALOGUE FREE on application, 
en closing 9 cents for postage. 


xFORD. TEACHERS’ BIBLE. 


hos. Nelson & Sons, 42 Bleecker St., N. Y. 





HE splendid “ Midwinter” Number of Scribner's 

Mouthly, and the Christmas Holiday Number of 

St. Nicholas sent eq. post-paid, for 30 cents. 
Address, Scribner & Co., 743 Broadway, New York. 





Coughs and Colds. 


“Brown’s Bronchial 
Troches” will allay ir- 
ritation which induces 
oughing, and gives lm- 
mediate relief in Bron- 
ehitis, Catarrh, Influ- 
enza, Hearseness, Sore 
Throat, and Consump- 
tiveand Asthmatic Complaints. The Bron- 
ehial Troches have been steadily winning 
their way into public favor, nntil they are 
known and used deceased all over the world. 










OWN: 
BRONCHIAL 


BARLOW’S INDIGO BLUE. 


Best quality WASH BLUE, and most liberal measure 
D. 8. WILTBERGER, Proprietor, 
233 North Becond Street, Philadelphia. 





> willsend ANY book pub lished in the 
Wea Ie nited States, post-paid, on the 7e- 
¥) ceipt of the publisher’s price. 
JAMES E. RAMSEY, BooksELirr, 


478 ApELPuHI Sr., Brook yn, N. 





tammerers and all interested send for circulars. 
Am, Vocal Inst., 103 Waverly Place, New York. 


40 F: Vioweeed, Diamond, Watered. * mee, Damask, 
‘ards, no owe alike, your name neatly 
printed ¢ on ‘all only 10c. AR 60. Northford, Ct. 


4 Latest Style Cards, no 2 alike, with name, l0c. 
post-paid. C. H. Holt & Co., Riders Mills, N.Y 














Sacramental Sabbaths. 





THE TOPIC OF THE DAY. 





History of Opinions on the Scriptural 
Doc'rine of Reiribution. 


By Eowarp BEECHER, D. D.., 1. of” The Conflict 
of Ages.” 1 vol., 12mo. $1.25 


The momentous question of future retribution is 
here historically discussed with an earnestness and 
deliberation due to its transcendent importance. The 
main interest of the inquiry necessarily centres in 
the doom of the wicked. Will it be annihila- 
tion? Ultimate restoration to holiness and happiness ? 


Endless punishment? or, Is it out of our power to 
decide which of these views is the truth’? The dis- 
cussion is intensified by being narrowed to the mean- 
ing ofa single word, aionios. The opinions of those to 


whom Christ spoke, and how they understood him, are 
Vital questions in the argument ; and, to solve them, 


| the opinions and modes of s peech of preceding ages 


lust be attentively weighed, for each age is known to 
have moulded the opinions and use of words of its suc- 
cessor. Hence, Dr. Beecher has found himself com- 
pelled to “ trace the development of thought and lan- 
guage from the outset to the days of Christ, then to 
nquire into the import of his words, in the light of all 
preceding ages; and, lastly, to trace the dev elopment 
of opinion downw ard through the Christian ages.” 
D. APPLETON & CO. Publishers, 
549 & 551 Broadway, New York. 


Sent waie by mail,to any address, on receipt of the 


| pen e 


PERSONS 


WHO WOULD 


Send to New York to buy Furnituse, Capers, 
Sitver anp Priarep Ware, Watgcu, Tower and ores 
Crocks, Warcues, CommuNron Sfts, Caurcu and Cor- 
TAGE ORGANS, PraNos, Bronzrs, Screntiric, Rare and 
MisceLtLaneous Books, Bisies, SuNpAY-scHoon L1- 
BRARIES, Music anp Music Books, JAPANESE and 
Curna W AREs, Bric-a-BRac, Pictures, CARRIAGES, 
ETC., ETC., if they knew a reliable party to purchase 
for them, can find such a party in our AGENCY. Orders 
will be faithfully and conscientiously filled without 
commission. 

Our facilities for purchasing Pianos and Organs 
= us to furnish them much below mauufacturers’ 

ic 
a Shopping Orders carefully and promptly 
executed by an Experienced Lady. Send clear descrip- 
tion of articles desired, accompanied b — Order, 
Registered Money Letter, or N. Y. Ba Bank Dr 
AZRO GOFF’S ee Aan, 


2 Broadway, “ames York. 
aa” Please keep this for Pt reference. 


IS ‘““ETERNAL” PUNISHMENT 
ENDLESS? 
Answered by a Restatement of the Original Scripture 


Doctrine. By Rev M. Whiton, Ph. vw. New edi- 
tion, enlarged. lémo, cloth, $1.00; 








paper, 75 cents. 


A high tribute to the excellence of this work is the 
recent order (from an orthodox scholar who is known 
throughout the Seen for an edition of one thousand 
copies for gratuitous distribution. 

Sent post-paid to any address. 


LOCKWOOD, BROOKS, & CO. BOSTON 





1825. 


THE PENNSYLVANIA 
FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY, 
OF PHILADELPHIA, 
INCORPORATED 1825. 

Capital, $400,000.00, > - Assets, $1,655,717.20 
JOHN DEVEREUX, President, 

WM. G. CROWELL, Secretary. 

JOHN L. THOMSON, Ass’t Secretary. 





The $900 Piano ofered by a eoun- 

try dealer in Jersey for $260 and 
PI LN OS ano for $175 are made in this city, 
and same kinds will :be sold by WATERS 
& SONS, 40 East 14th Street, New York, 
for 8230 and $150 Cash res ot ys . 
Also WATEBRS’ celebrated PIANOS acd 
hate ANS at reduced pricos. Send for Cata- 
ogues 





A MICROSCOPE ae ae UNTED OBJECTS 


Smith’s micrograph with 100 beautiful microscopic 
pictures, photogesgnee on aan. Ten slides with ten 
pictures on a slide. Will sent by free on 
receipt of $1.00. Send for RL, Agents wanted. 

Address D. L. Smith, Waterbury, Conn. 


$2 PRINTING PRESS! 

Pleasure and profit for Ba £4 orold. Prints cards 
labeis, etc. Our EXCELS RESS, beat alu. at 
Centennial. Great money saver. Send 6c. for cata- 
logue, and,see therein rie 4 of happy users. 

KELS co., Meriden, Cona, 


for $1,14 for 
R O S E S* mee Se i 
mail. Ca’‘alogue 


post paid. 
free. J.T. Phillips & Son, West Grove, Chester Co., Pa. 








Bede ding & Green- 





alike, bag yams and 


45 Cards, no 2 
U Card Case, 13c.' C.G. HAVENS 
ou. West Meriden, x 











SEMINARY for Young Ladies. 
For circulars, address the 
Miss EMILY NELSON, 


(JOLDEN HILL 
J Bridgeport, Conn. 
Principal, 


WA NTE Dz 
the land, 3 months on trial. 
coln & St., Boston, Maas. 





Every reader of Times to send 
10€, for the cheapest paper in 
Address ‘* World,’ Lin- 


OIRTS 5 nice perforated motoes for fancy work, 


10 cts. J. W. Russell, Newton, Mass. 





NEW YEAR CARDS, with name, %e, 2 Extra 

Mixed, l0c. Geo. I. Reed & Co., Nassau, N. Y. 
40 MIXED CARDS, with name, l0c. Agent's 
outfit, 0c. L. JONES & CO., Nassau, N. Ri 


Best Mixed Cards, with name. 





13c., or 2% 








5 no 2 alike, 10c. Outfit 10 ¢. Dowd & Gon , Bristol, Ct. 
~() Fashionable Cards, 13c., or 50 Cardinal and Na 
OU Biue, 2 cts. ‘STAR CARD CO.. Richburg. N. 





Sacramental Sabbaths. 





DRY GOODS 


BY MAIL OR EXPRESS, 


Sent to any address in any part of the United States = 


JORDAN, MARSH & CO. 


of Boston, Mass., the largest Dry Goods House in New 
England. By dealing with this house the people in 
the towns of the Middle. Western, and Southern | 
States can secure the benefit of the lowest retail prices | 
in Boston or eam oo York. An elegant CATA- 

| 


grows 
LOGUE, with full description of the goods and prices, 
will be sent free to any address on application. People 


who desire to purchase ay met # gloves, millinery, 
ladies’ underwear, infants’ clothing, boys’ clothing, 
housekeeping goods, ribbons, handkerchiefs, collars, 
cuffs, laces, fringes, embroidery, woolens, dress goods, 
silks, shawls, furs, cloaks, suits, etc., etc., and wish to 
save money and get the advantage of selection from an 
immense stock, should send for this CATALOGUE. 


Adaress JORDAN, MARSH!& CO.,Boston, Mass.,U.S.A. 
We will dur- 


A GREAT OFFER ! ing these hard 


times dispose of 100 new Pianos 
and Organs, of first-class makers, at 
lower prices for cash, or installments, 
than ever before offered. Waters’ 
Pianos and Organs are the best made, 
warranted for five years. Ill. Cata- 
logues mailed. Great inducements to 
the trade. Pianos, 7-octave, $130; 
7 1l-3-octave, $140; Organs, 7 stops, 
$65; 8 stops, $70; 12 stops, $85; 
cash, in perfect order, not used a year. 
Sheet music at half price. HORACE 
WATERS & SONS, Manufacturers and 
— 40 East 14th Street, New 
ork. 











AKE PLANTED BY A MILLION PEOPLE IN AMERICA. See 
Vick’s Catalogue,—30 Llustrations, only 2 cts, 
WVick’s [Mustrated Mouthiy Magazine,—s2 

pages, fine meg kT and Colored Plate in each 

number. ice, $1.25 a year; Five copies for $5.00. 
Vick’s eower and Vegetable Garden, 50 

cents im paper covers ; with elegant cloth covers, $1.00 
All my publications are printed in English and Ger- 

nman. Address, JAMES VICK, Rochester, N. Y. 





is over, but the slaugh- 
ter of high prices con- 
tinnes. By wonderful 
improvements, ingen- 


ious inventions, and 
perfected systems, we can now produce 


Magnificent $750 PIANOS FOR $190. 
Beautiful $250 ORGANS FOR S77: . 


Sent free for examination. Guaranteed Six years. 
Marchal & Smith Piano and Organ Co., 
47 UNIVERSITY - PLACE, | N. > S 


FOR EASTER. 


The Seven Words from the Cross. By William H. 
Adams, Pastor of the Circular Church, Charleston, 
s.C. Price, $1.00. D. Lothrop & Co., Boston. 


These Seven Discourses founded upon seven utter- 
ances of our Saviour when upon the cross, are charac- 
terized b eat eloquence, simplicity and directness. 
Such is t oe as subtle value that both the learned divine 
fond of fine exegesis, and the devout Christian loving 
te meditate upon the tenderness of Christ, will find 
this a very precious volume. 


THE BEREAN QUARTERLY 


Is NEW, THOROUGH, PRACTICAL, 
CONCISE, Suggestive and Helpful to 
both Teacher and Scholar. Its cost is 
only ~ eS eS ae or 25 cts. a _——- 
Send CENTS for a § men 
ll . be convinced. Raavess 
NELSOM & PHILLIPS, Pobtishers. 80s 
Broadway..New York. 








For Sale or Rent. 


In Plymouth, Litehfield County, Connecticut, on 
the Naugatuck Railroad, a large modern-built house 
(20 rooms) with barn and two acres of land. Price 
low. For particulars address 

HORACE FENN, 

Plymouth, Conn. 
All his ut- 
. terances, 

WHAT JESUS SAY 
collated by ics, full index, large 12mo, 400 pages, 

ed, Any for $1.50. Circular ddress 

. FRANK RUSS. ELL, Kalamazoo, | Mich. 











Embossed Pictures for decorating sent post- 
id for $1, or 100 with your name printed on 
ards, 25c. J.L. HY DE, Pompet Landing, Ct. 


1000 pai 


25 Bristol C 





ELEGANT canes no two alik 


with name, 
l0e., poatpaid =| BR. HUSTED. 2 


acanm, 5. ¥ 


fovgene & Ppoce!, Come Dove, Oriental, Morn- 

25 et sone, etc.. , no two 
ith wae, Ne. aa, > Co.. No rd. Ot. 
EALTHY, graceful, comfortable, and perfect 
fitting. You will find the ‘ QUEEN BES8” Cor- 


set and Skirt Supporter. Wear ne » ether, if you value 
health. Sent by mail for $1.50 fro 


-b. OARLISLE, Pittsburgh, Pa. 


25 Pia NCY CARDS. — name, 10c.; 50” for '15c. 
Piain or Gold. W. E. Hull & Co., Hud 











son, N. 


CARDS 
PA 





30 Gold & Silver Border, new, with name yn ele- 
gant Leatherette Case sve. 25 withou We 

25 no two stries alike, and neat More 
Ca’logue & samples 3c. J A. Morrill, 








Tuition ams comet 
and Telegr 
Business seem 


situation. Bookkeeping 
apy. Send stamp for particulars. 
‘elegraph College. Sandusky, O 





Cards, name in Crimson, Gold & 


Extra Mixed 
CLINTS BROS., Clintonville, Ct. 


Jet, on all, 0c, 





CLASSICAL 


‘ LIFE OF DR. 


1000 Vels. 


POPULAR 


AND 


173 
at 5V0c. each. 


Send for full Catalogue of celebrated 


Oratorios and Masses, 
full scores, at 5@ cents each. 


OPERAS, $1 00. 
NEW THEMES 


and Modern Gems! 
ARRANGED FOR 
CHURCH OR PARLOR ORGAN, 


with or without pedals, 
BY AL#HERT W. BERG. 
Contains about 100 different Lowy adapted to all 
occasions. Price, $2.00. 


SONGS FOR 
CHILDREN AND THE CHILD-LIKE. 


A most charming collection of fifteen delightful lit- 
ee Songs of a cheerful, happy character. The music 
by Dr. J. L. Tucker and Dr. Wm. H. Walter. Octavo, 
tinted paper. Price, 50 cents. 

Published by WE. A. POND & CO., 547 Broad- 
w ay and 39 Union Cynare, New York 


HENRY HOYT’S 
Cheap S. 8. Libraries. 


These volumes are from among my best issues 
printed on excellent paper, fully illustrated, an 
neatly bound. 
30 to $15 net. 
52.10 to net. 
No. 3. 15 vols., large 16mo. 19.20 to $12 met. 
No, 4. 15 vols., large 16mo. 19.20 to $12 net. 
Undenominatio nal, pancieien an. 
Libraries Nos. 3 and 4 mailed, prepaid, pe enon. each. 


4 Libraries. 130 vols., in neat cases, fo 
g@y Send for full descriptive Catalogues. 








No. 1. 50 vols. 1®mo. Reduced (from 
No, 2. 0 vols., 16mo. 





SELECT NOTES, for 1878. 
200 writers, 4 maps, 1 chart. Price, $1.2 

INTER. QUESTIONS, for 1878. By Rev. F. Ly poe 
bet. Only series in three grades. Each, 

No. 1. Adults. No.2. Youth. No. 3. Little Tonto. 

MONDAYCLUB SERMONS, 1878. 3d year. 12 writers. 
48 Sermons. one each lesson. $1.50, 

FOUR QUARTERLY REVIEWS ON TOPICS, 1878. 
Containing Blackboard Exercises, Charts, Respon- 
siye Readings. ‘Together, 8 cts. 

Reviews separately, tor 100 ‘copies, $1.50. 
CLOCK OF LIFE. New 8.8. Con. Exercise. 6 cts. 

THE SOUL, ITS POWERS. New 8.8. Concert Exer- 


By Rev. F. xs. Peloubet. 





cise, 6 cts. 
HENRY HOYT, 
No. 9 Cornhill, Boston, Mass. 
BY THE AUTHOR OF THE 


“ WIDE, WIDE WORLD.” 


~The Kingdom of Judah. 


16mo. $1.50. 


TAKE CARE OF NO, 1, 
By the Rev. P. B. Power. 9 Illustrations. 1émoe, $1.00. 
THE HOUSE IN THE GLEN, AND THE BOYS 
WHO BUILT IT. 
6 Illustrations. $1.25. 
KITTO. 
By Dr. Eadie, $1.25 
MILLY’S WHIMS. 
By Joanna H. Mathews, author of “ Bessie 
Books.” $1.25. 
HAPS AND MISHAPS, 
By the Misses Mathews. 6 vels. Inabox. $7.50. 
THE OLD LOOKING-GLASS. 
By the author of “ Ministering Children.” §1.00. 
THE CHRISTIAN’S HERITAGE, 
By the late Dr. Jacobus. With pertrait. $1 50. 
BRIGHTER THAN THE SUN; A LIFE OF OUR 
LORD. 
By Dr. Macduff. $3.50. 
TURKS. 
By Hamlin, $1.50. 


(MONG THE 
ABRAHAM, 
By Dr. Dykes. 
THE HIDDEN LIFE, 
3y Saphir. $1.50. 
REV. WM. ARNOT, 2.00, 


$1.50. 


THE LIFE OF 


Any of the above sent by mall on receipt of the price. 


ROBERT CARTER & BROTHERS, 
580 BROADWAY, NEW YORK. 


A ere folded card for the pocket, containing 
HE TEN COMMANDMENTS, 
THE LORD’S PRAYER, and 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED. 

In these days of darkness and faltering, every person 
and especially every Sunday-school scholar, should 
have this card and learn to commit to memory. 
Price, $2.00 per 100. 

S.—Our special Sunday-school Department fur- 
nish ev erything new and old at short notice. 
U. D. WARD, Publisher, Nassau Street, N. Y. 


NEW AND BEAUTIFUL 


REWARD CARDS ror SUNDAY AND DAY 
SCHOOLS. Prices to suit the times—over 500 kinds 
— denlens con pene ee Cards— Reward 

ards. Scripture ‘iext ds—Sentiment por 
Bible Verse Cards—Good Desire Cards—and 
Cards. TEACHERS’ price list EDUCATIONAL 
CARDS SENT FREE to any address. J. H. BUF- 
FORD’S SONS. Publishers of Novelties in Fine 
Arts, M41 to MT Franklin St., Boston, Mass. 


SCRAP OR JAR PICTURES sent 
1 for licents. Address J  * 
W., Baltimore street, Baltimore. 
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PUBLISHER’S DEPARTMENT. 





TEAMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 


(PAYABLE IN ADVANCE.) 


——— Qe 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


From 1 to 14 Copies, - « + 62.15 each. 
“ H5teo2d “ «es 1.90 « 
80 Copies and upwards, - 165 “ 


(Which includes 15 cents for postage.) 


The special rate to Pastors and Superintendents 
has been discontinued. The price t all single 
subscribers ie now $2.15, the lowest price at 
which it can be afforded. 

Subscriptions will be received for any portion of 
a year at yearly rates. 

Additions may be made at any time toa club, at 
the same raie at which the club, as first fi 
would be authorized to subseribe anew. Such addi- 
tional subscriptions to expire at the same time with 
the club as originally ordered. The new subscribers 
to pay pro rata for the time of their subscriptions. 

ubscribers asking to have the direction of a paper 
changed should be careful to name not only the post- 
office to which they wish it sent, but aleo the one to 
which 1t has been sent. All addresses should include 
= county and state, 

Le writing to renew eithera single or club 
aha ption, in connection with which his name has 
not before been known to the publishers, will please 
give the name of the person to whom the paper or 
papers have heretofore been sent. 

Tabecribers wishing to introduce Tae Timms to 
their friend* can have specimen copies sent free 
from this office to any address, 


SUPERINTENDENTS’ PAPER, $ .50. 


This paper is designed to supply superintendents 
with helps, in the line of their special work, to 
which teachers and scholars nave not access. It is 

ublished monthly, and will be sent, op receipt of 
ta price, on/y to subscribers of Tue Times who are 
Pastors or Superintendents (including in the latter 
class assistant superintendents, and heads of depart- 
ments meeting in separate rooms), and who, when 
ordering it, state that they are such. 

In sending your renewal to The Superintendents’ 
Paper, please mention the date to which you have 

Ei toe * Tus Sunpay Scuoon Tims, as given on the 

ellow address label on ‘Tur Times. 


THE WEEKLY LESSON LEAF. 
nee Copies, one month, -= =» § 60 


one year, « 7.20 
Less than 100 copies at same rate. 





___ THE ACHOLARS’ QUARTERLY. 


100 Copies, three months, - «+ 6.25 
100 ad one year, - 25.00 


y 
Less than 100 ee at same rates. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


Subscribers in Great Britain who wish to receive 
any of these publications, can make Be = phi 
the same by a money order payable at 
to John D. Wattles, as follows: 

The Sunday Sc hool Times, one year, . : anne. 
The Superintendent's Paper, one year, shillings. 
bi Le. olars’ Quarterly, one year, 


#. 6d. 
hese raves include postage, which is ee at 
unis office. sa 


Letters concerning Subscriptions or Advertise- 
ments should be addressed to. 


JOHN D. WATTLES, 


610 CHESTNUT STREET, Philadelphia. 


LUMBER 


AT WHOLESALE. ' 
Southern PITCH PINE, Michigan and Canada. 
WHITE PINE AND HARD Woops, ‘Cargoes 
and Ship TIMBER. Lumber for export. 
out to dimension and Vessels furnished. 
dressed seasoned Lumber, heap mr | Mould 
ings. etc., for trimming churches and fine dwell- 











Please send for estimates. 
E. P. WALLING, 106 WALL STREET, New York, 


CRURCH FURNITURE. 


MARK TWAIN’S 





MENEELY’S BELLS. 


tation uneq by any, and a sale “s 
of all others. No agencies, P.O. ad 
Troy or West Troy, N. ¥. 


atu sf poe Tse, po ag pen known to 
e ic since 1826, whic ve ua 
ay “ex ica 


Seis tbe. | 


PATENT 


DELF-PASTING SCRAP BOOK 





BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY. 
Ratablished in 1837. 
Buperior Bells of Copper and Jia, mounted 
with the best Aoteary Hangings, for Churchea 
Schools, Farms, Factories, Court-houses, Fire 
Alarms, Tower Clocks. ete. Fully Warranted. 
Illustrated Catalogue sent Free. 
Vawpuzes & Tier, 102 £. 24 St., © inslanet, 





Scrap-Book mad 


your scraps. 





Child's Book, 1 style, 40 cents each. 





MENEELY & KIMBERLY 


Manufacture a superior ag & of Bells. 
Special attention given to ¢ sSHURCH BELLA 
ae Tiiustrated Catalogues sent free. 





Bell Founders, Troy, N. Y | 


Newspaper Clip ings, 14 styles, 65c. 

Pictorial Scray Book,’ 

. Prescription | ook, 2 st les, $1.75 and $2.50. 
Pocket Scra Book, 2s yles, 15e. and 20c. 
Any of thea 


circular. 
SLOTE, WOODMAN, & CO., 





AGENTS WANTED. 





Buansx Boox Manvuracrcners, 


| 119 and 121 William Street.New York. 


mw The only convenient 


Each page is already 
gummedtoreceive | 


to $4.50, 
8 styles, $2.25, 7 and $6. 00. 


ve books ean be obtained through 

| a bookseller, or where there ia no bookstore, the | 

| publishers will send copies by mail or express pre- | 
d, on receipt of price, Send for a descriptive 








| WORTH REPEATING. 
| 


CHOSEN IN THE FURNACE, 
(H. W.C., in The New York Observer ] 
| Tow! long! how long! the furnace fires rage high | 
Hath God forgiven me as here I Jie? 
Is there no silver? Is my soul all dross, 
That I must suffer trial. pain; and loss? 
Oh for the Master's voice! 
Will he for-ake? 
Here in the fires alone 
Must my heart break ? 


Be patient, su fering soul !—I hear thy ery 
The trial fire may glow, bi ut Iam nigh 
I see the silver, and I wiil refine 
Until my image shal! upon it shine. 
‘ear not, for I am near 
Thy help to be, 
Greater than all thy pain 
My love for thee! ’ 


Thy love for me, O Lord! is this the place 
Where I may see the shinirg of thy face? 





DLE CAKE TURNER, and other articles th 
Two hundred per cent. profit to nta. 





THE CURSE OF RUM. 
a ae 


every family needs and wiil buy. Samples, 10 cents, 
_ ©. ¥. WEEKS, Box 507, Rochester, N.Y, | 


The Life and Work of Dr. Reynolds and Francis 
over 800 pages. Price, $200. AGENIS 


H. 5. GOODSPEED &CO., New York, or Cincinnati, 0, 


EN WANTED-—to sell the PATENT arrp. | PULPIT PAINTINGS. 
| 


at 


| efforts, in 


| Subjects, plans of frame on’ which they revolv 





a BOOK AGENTS TAKE NOTICE! ~y 


Another Book” and it is ready. 


Chicago, Iil., Newark, N. J. 


SAMANTHA at the CENTENNIAL. 


Send for Territory. Circulars, etc., atonce, Address 
AMERICAN PUBLISHING CO., Hartford, Conn. 


l0cents. Photographs of Paintings also sent. 


| Tilustrated Stationery for Religi 


For Illustrated Sermons or Sunday-school Meetings 


Rev. FE. M. Long, for 20 years has been preaching and | 
| veering Se plan of Illustrated Sermons in revival | 
”) Clharches and 22 states of the Union. has | 
| duplicated 52 seta of his large paintings, with the text | 
they illustrate at the top of each, for the use of 
Pastors, and others, in weekly, monthly, or revival 
services, and loans them for 10 per cent. of cost. 


list of churches now —- them. revivals, etc., — 
uifec- 
tive in wpe and ear, stirrin; ng the heart “ roung 


| and old, and porns in the ontside masses. Address 

JOSIAH ALLEN’ S WIFE. nim, 1989 N. 12t Philadelphia, Pa.: also for his 
“ Tilustrateu Titer of Hymns and Their Authors ;’ 

jous Correspondeiice, 
} and Iilustrated Letters, 1. script, for Pastors, Superin- 
tendents, etc., to send to children, filled wth children’s 
heart experiences. Agents wanted for all of the above. 


Here may I learn thy holy will to know, 
And into thv dear image nearer grow? 
| Unto the blessedness 
May I aspire, 
To glorify thee 
Even in the fire ? 
“Yea! even here! O suffering ona, be stronz 
This trial of thy faith may not be long. 
| Even now, thy eoul, submissive to my will, 
Is learning how to trust me snd be still 
My everlasting Arms 
Do thee enfold: 
Precious thou art to me 
As most fine gold.” 


e. 


T hear thy voice, my Lord; I fain would rest 
Secure in all my weakness on thy breast 





BEST GOODS AT LOWEST PRICES 





WORK FOR ALL 


) ae tor, (ou teocens pe en Mon ho lg pa 
Fr, (en: arged.) W ec an on 
eet : the Laan th Mammoth 


Illus. Catalogues 


Crrcurars Free. Outrits WanTED. 





SSE WRAY ACI MUSICAL CABINET. 





NORWICH LINE 


VIA NEW LONDON. 
NEW AND STAUNCH STEAMERS, 


Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays. 


Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays, 
FROM PIER 40, NORTH RIVER, 
Foot of Canal and Watt Streets, at 4.30 pr, m. 


via New York 


Fitchburg, 


Ayer Junction, Lowell, 
Nashua, 


jane ester, Concord, etc. 


at4da. M. 


New York and New England Railroads 


senger (iron) steamer City o 
fn connection with 
steamer City of Norwich, 








BEATTY) 


ORGANS Superb 8340 Organs, only $95. 


Pianos, Rani Price by other manu- 
factures R900, o ony $2860. Beautiful 8650 
Pianos, ®173—hran new, warranted LS days’ test 
trial. Other bargains, want them introduced 
Agents wanted. l'aper free 


Add 
DANIEL F BEATTY, Washingions NJ. PIANOS 


RACRAMEN hachiv I. SARRATHA. 





Woe will send 


10 ADVERTISERS 33332 


do any newspaper advertising, the THTRD EDITION of 


R & SON’S MANUAL 
YOR ER ERTISERS, 156 8vo.pp. More complete 
than any which have preceded it. Gives the names, 
circulation, and advertising rates of several thousand 
hewsp pers in the United States and Canada, and 
contains more information of value to en advertiser 
than can be found in any other publication, All lists 








ave been carefully revised, and where practicable 
prices have been reduced. The special offers are 
numerous and unusually advantageous. Be sure to 
send for it before spending any mo ney n powepe r 
advertising. Address N. W. ON, 


Apv ERTISING “AGE Nts, Times boildings Philadelphia. 


IF COSES YOU NOTHING) 2 


Ee ty oar Organs, for we send them on ten d 
and pay freight both ways if returned. “4 
vent, solid walnut Cases, 23-5 sets of Reeds, 12 Btops. 


PRICE, $67.00. 


+ 
excep 


For further information inquire or 
W. H, TURNER, Agent, 








"Matehles— Unrivaled.—Franz Liszt. 


Al, Of Recent Years; 


Paris, 1867; Vienna, 1873; Santiago, 1898; 
Philadelphia, 187 6; 


Have Awarded their 


HIGHEST HONORS TO THE 


CABINET ORGANS 


For Demonstrated Superiority 
New Sty ps at reduced prices, from 


, $108; in Ei nt Up 

ve et and Gold Bronze, gi 
ments, or rented until rent 
quality may be obtain 


ht Case, New Biy-e, $126; 


Dy payment of $7.20 per 





ALLEGKE, BOWLBY & 00.. Washingtonri.J. 


260 Wabash Ave., CHICAGO. 


Boston & Worcester, 


phis, | City of Boston, Capt. Wm. D. Ward, | 


Cityof New York, Capt. H.C. Lanphear, 


Connecting —_— i. ress Trains at New London 
ew England Railroad for 
Blackstone and Palos and via Worcester for 


Lawrence, 
Express Train for Boston leaves New London 


PORTLAND EXPRESS leaves New London at 
4a. m. for Worcester and all points North, arriving | 
in Portland, Me., at 1.15 p.a ,and Bangor at 7.00 p.m, | 

Accommodation Train leaves New London at | 
5a. m., for all stations on New London Northern, | 
Central Vermont, Norwich and Worcester, and | 


FREIGHT. The new and capacious freight and | 

Lawrence will run 
steamer City of Boston, and | 
in connection with 
steamer City of New York, "leaving daily, Sundays 


—_— can rely on dispatch and lowest | 


Pier 40, North River, N. Y. 


World's ining | 


MASON & HAMLIN :Sateens 


upwards, 
Cash Prices; Five Octave, ‘Double Re $100; Nine child cano 


Sold a'so for install: 
ys. A amall Organ of 


en's: for ten quarters. Lilustrated Catalogues and —_—— . aaa 
Lists free. 


MASON & HAMLIN ORGAN CO. 
154 Tremont $t., BOSTON ; 25 Union Sq., NEW YORK; 


The Greatest Musical Invention 
of the Age! 
Is NEW AND WONDERFUL 


INSTR 
oui any one to play any desired meledy. 
secular, child can manipulate, execution 


schools, Societies. — Home use, etc. 
wherever good "poate 
descriptive circular. 





& Lectures. 3 Books, ¥oc. 
MAGIO MUSICAL CABINET. { THEO. J. HARBACH, 


IMENT, 
sacred or | 
faultiess, 

strict in nee. harmony, etc., — for 8 ow 


required. Please RI, for | 


But even vow, though furnace-fires burn low, 
My spirit trembles underneath thy blow. 
Must there be trial still ? 
Is there no sign— 
No likeness yet upon 
This heart of mine ? 


“ The silver truly may reflect my face, 
Yet must I fashion it until the grace 
And fair proportion of its form I see,— 
A chosen vessel, consecrate to me. 
As many as [ love 
I thus r+ fine; 
Thon shalt be fair indeed, 
For thou art mine!”’ 





I listen and am still; I doubt no more. 

All quietly I rest—the siriie is oer. 

Thy chosen one! can I resist thy will 

Or fear to foliow thee throngh joy or ill? 
I may not understand 





‘SLRLE MANTELS 





other Slate Work on hand or made to order. _ 
Factory — Salesrooms, No. 1210 RLDGE AVE. 


Also General Agents for the cel 


Agents wanted. Send for circular. 


Of the latest and most beautiful designs, and all 


WILSON & MIL a Se. Pa. 
rated Flerence 
Oil Steves for cooking and heating purposes. 


The way I go; 
The perfect day will come, 
Tnen 1 shall know! 





FLIPPANT PROFANITY. 


[From The Texas Christian Advocate.] 
No person with eyes and ears can fail to 








Fleetwood, Dexter, 

SCROLL SAW 1 “ee Centennial, 
, at Factory Prices. Wood& Designs. 
LATHE Ses ‘aiapinseatss 
TOOLS & HARDWARE cours Sie: 








chinists, Carpeniers, and every Department of Me- 
chanical Trade, Send stamp for Catalogue, and 
state what kind of Tools or Machines you require 





TALLMAN & MePADDEN, 607 Market St.. Philad’s, 





observe the fearful increase of profanity 
throughout the country. We see it in al- 
most every secular paper; we see it in 
some papers that would be thought reli- 
gious; we see it even in books; we hear it 
almost every where—sometimes from the 
pulpit. There are innumerable varieties 
of the vice. Proteus could not assume 
more shapes, nor did the Lernean Hydra 
so resist decapitation. Inventive genius 
exhausts itselfin contriving new forms of 








Business, Pleasure, Men, Boys. 
CAXTONRN’sS 
Self-Inking, only $14. 
COLUMBIAN 
inking, from $27 to $60; will doth 
work of a $250 





| 
| 
| 


Curtis & Mitchell, 15 Federal § 


RESSES, Seif 


Presse- 
m $3 50. Stamp for ee me 
St 


Soston, Mass. Established 1847 


irreverent expression. apa ep pera- 
graphists vie with each other in the shame- 
fal contest. He succeeds who can make 
bis dishes piquant with the spices of pro- 
fane and irreverent suggestion. The words 
of the wise are passed by with indifference, 
| while the profane slang of would-be 
wits is collated with diligence and paraded 
with pride, 


Weare not now writing of the horrid and 





R. WARNER 
HEALTH CORSET, 


ing pads. 
style, and comfor 
, physicians. For sale 
chants. 


ualed for beauty 


| 
j 
| 
! 


ye Corset, $2.00; 





$1.00. 
WARNER BROS., 361 Broadway, N.Y 


Case's b 8 Bible Atlas 


te he time, 16 Ful Page 
wind wr bertened wo atk 


rie fe rr = — 

agers WANT iD ia every "tows Libera 
O. D. Casa & Co. ines 

be | HE “LIGHTNING PLAITER” makes Knife | 


and rapidiy. Saving time and material. 
rate it and think it play. Also the “Com- 
plete Ready Piaiter.” Easily attached to sewing ma- 
chines. Either sent by mail for $!.00 from 


J. BD. CARLISLE, P: twsburgh, Pa 








nt AMBURG EDGING and flouncing from 2c. to T5c. 


et ® or linen edge, 6 yda. to ps. for He. Rufflin 
skirts 4 in. wide, 5c. per yard; two new style 
collars for 25c. from 


. CARLISLE, Pittsburgh, Pa. 


With skirt angpertier and self-adjust 
Approved by al 

leading mor 
Samples, ate 5 la by mail 


% In Satteen, $1.50; Coutil, $1755 Nurs 
Misses’ Corset 


Box, Rose Puint and Oak Leaf Plaiting perfectly 
So simple a 


per yd. (samples sent on enw 9 of stamp). ng bs 
Or 


vulgar oaths that shock the ears of well- 
bred, not to say religious, people on the 
cars, on steamboats, mm hotels, and on the 
streets. We are writing, rather, of that 
indefinable spirit of irreverence that ina 
thousand ways insinuates itself into the 
written and spoken language of our people. 
The irreverent, because undevout, use of 
the awful name of God 1s a8 common as it 
| is sinful. We hear it in all sorts of con- 
nections—in altercations and jests, in idle 
exclamations and indolent sighs. It drops 
| from the lips of ege and youth. Fair 
| women and little child ren are not exempt 
from the infection. We write it with 
| anspeakable shame. Many professors of 
religion, and even some ministers of reli- 
gion, sin against God and their own souls 
| by the idle and irreverent use of the Inef- 
j fable Name. We do not mean that any 
= man, calling himselfa Christian minister, 
= 





will deliberately” “swear profanely,” as 
drankards and common rowdies will do; 
bat some of them sometimes tell anecdotes 
whose point is in their irreverence. 

bs in a group of friendly listeners. 
dren may be there. 


It may 
Chil- 
The quick ear catches 
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the interlarded oaths in the story, and | 
that is remembered when the story itself 
perhaps is forgotten. Little boys some- | 
times hear their first oaths from con- | 
secrated lips, and learn to swear in imita- | 
tion of their pastors. Suppose they did | 
occur in anecdotes? Suppose they were | 
told to amuse? God’s name is in no con- 
nection, and under no excuse that can be 
invented, a fit subject for jesting. 

We said above that we sometimes hear | 
profanity in the pulpit. We mean simply 
this: that some preachers, without meaning 
to do wrong, and without knowing that 
that they do harm, have contracted the 
unfortunate habit of using the holy name 
uite uanecessarily and quite out of place 
tai s point it is difficult to illustrate. Most 
intelligent hearers have noticed the evil | 
to which we allude. We have a friend, a! 
very worthy preacher, much given to exag- 
gerated forms of speech. We have heard 
him, dozens of times In one sermon, use the 
phrase: “God Almighty’s green ‘earth |” 
Another constantly cries out: “Great 
God !” and “Ged knows,” and many such 
like phrases we are unwilling to introduce. 
We have mentioned these three forms of | 
this irreverent use of the Divine name in | 
the pulpit to make our meaning plain. If | 
we are mistaken as to the irreverence of 
this pulpit habit, how wretched the taste 
that such expressions manifest! It does 
not make argument more forcible; it does 
not substitute the lack of fervor or elegans; 
it convinces nobody ; it awakens ra 
but it does often shock the hearts oft 
most devout. 

Another most prevalent form of the 
abounding profanity is seen and heard in 
the travesty of scriptural language. Posi- 
tively, it is a plague upon our language. 
Of late this misuse of Bible words and 
phrases has been conspicuous in “ head- 
ining” telegrams and local items in the 
secu ar papers. The late Lord-Hicks mar- 
riage in New York furnished opportunity 
for the dailies to multiply puns on the 
name of Jehovah, and to twist into the 
uses of irreverent humor the most precious 
words in the sacred Scriptures. As illus- 
tratiag the spirit of the times, we give 
an instance: A young Georgian moved 
to Texas, failed and returned, Upon his 
arrival at home a local paper “ head-lines” 
the item thus: “ Fatted Calf for One.” 


The recent discussion of the subject of 
hell has been a rare opportunity to the 
secular press. The words which represent 
the most awfal truths, that express the 
woes of the lost, have been bandied about 
with childish frivolity. Some years ago we 
knew a caltivated audience applaud to the 
echo the speech of a flippant young lawyer 
during the commencement exercises of 2 
female college whose jests were all pointed’ 
with holy words and Bible phrases. Repre- 
senting a lover as urging bis suit, he put 
in his lips (with such verbal changes ae 
suited his purpose), the first verses of 
the fourteenth chapter of the Gospel of 
John! And the people laughed and 
applauded till the hall rang again. Bui 
enough. These few illustrations will bring 
multitudes like them—perhaps worse—to 
the remembrance of our readers. 


There is no estimating the tremendous 
power against religion that this prevailing 
flippant irreverence excites. It is more 
chilling, perhaps, than the out-and-out 
opposition of more solid infidels. There is 
little hope of the ee of a man who 
has formed a deeply fixed habit of laughirg 
and jesting over holy things. We are per- 
suaded that Satan bas few methods that 
are more potent to resist the influences o! 
the Holy Bpirit. When once the spirit o/ 
frivolous irreverence has fairly possessed » 
soul, there is little to hope for, The 
thunders of Sinai are heard without fear, 
and the spectacle of Calvary witnesse: 
without emotion. It may be doubtec 
whetner crime more certainly hardens the 
heart and indura‘e3: the conscience, thar 
does the fell epirit of fl ppant profanity and 
irreverence that is abroad in our land. 
Deceany as well as piety demands a reforma 

ion, 
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Cardinal, Navy-Biue, and Seal-Brown Cards 
with name in gold, 20c, Hull & Co..Hudson, N.Y 





J. ESTEY & COMPANY, 








No. 160.—Front View. 


No. 160.—Back View. 


BRATTLEBORO, VT. 





Chapels, etc., is proving a 


purchasing any other. 


Our new Organ, expressly designed for Sunday Schoclis, 


GREAT SUCOBSS. 
¢ Be sure to send for full descriptive Catalogue before 


THE LARGEST WORKS (OF THE KIND) ON THE GLOBE 


sllustrated Catalogue sent free. 


EBDUCATIONAL. 


OBERLIN COLLEGE. 


Theological, Collegiate, and Preparato: 
ments. ective a. Admits both sexes, ~ 
temptations. Best of religious Influences. 
and cheap. Tuition, incidentals, and library fees o 
= a year. Over 1,000 students, Spring term, Marc’ 
Fall term, September 3. r circulars address 
. B. T. Marah, Sec., Oberlin, O. 


OBERLIN CONSERVATORY OF MUSIC.—Under 
the College management. First-class teac' ers. Hx- 
pen es low. Class instruction or private lessons, as 
preferred. Asa home for students, Oberlin is unsur- 
passed for heajthfulness and religious and intellectual 
a@ivantages.: Address Prof. F. B. Kice. 








NATIONAL SCHOOL OF 
ELOCUTION AND ORATORY, 





1418 Chestout Street, Philadelphia, 
| Next term opens April 8. A sixty-page catalogue, 
with full particulars, sent on app! lication. 
J. W. SHOEMAKER, A.M., President. 


The Elocutionist’s Annaal, No. 5. 


Just issued, 200 pages, Great Saws. Latest popu- 
lar readings. Sent post-paid for 3 
| J. W. SUOEMAKER & CO,, 1418 Chestnut 8t., Phila. 





1 \ pes SCHOOL = YOUNG LADIES, 
45 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia 
Best advantages aon “ thorough education. Refe 
| rmission to H. Clay T +44 Editor of The Sur 
| Schoo! Times, and Rev. 8. Dana, 4001 Pine St 
Philadelphia, For cire ulars, address, 
MRs. J. A. BOGARDUS, Principal. 





REENWICH ACADEMY, with Musical ee - 
and Commercial College. Founded 1802, A Sea 

side School for both sexes. On direct route from 
New York to Boston. For catalogue address 

REV. F. D. BLAKESLEE, A.M., E. Greenwich, R. I, 


NCINNAT1 WESLEYAN FEMALE COLLEGE. 
Best advantages in A" ~gmmaaaes Science, Lan- 

guages, Painting, and Mus 
REV. D VID H. MOORE, D.D., President, 


The Scholars’ Quarterly, 


Issued every three months, will be kept up to a higher 
standard than ever for 1878. While the editor of The 
Sunday School Times has a close oversight of all that 
is done in The Scholars’ Quarterly, he is assisted in 

















7 ae Awan 


PHILADELPHIA, 1876 


CHICKERING & SONS, 
Chickering Hall, | 
Fifth Ave., cor. 18th St., 


New York City. | 





THE 


=e Piano, 


in all great contests, and for 


= yu 


the present conditions of trade at 


Creatly Reduced 
Prices. 


were granted our Pianos in the GREAT WORLD'S FAIR in LON- 
DON, 1851: at the GREAT EXPOSITION in PARIS, 1867; at the 
CINTERNATIONAL EXPOSITION in CHILI, 1875; and at the grand CENTENNIAL EXHIBITION in 


All persons wishing to purchase (or examine) instruments are respectfully invited to visit our warerooms. 


W. H. DUTTON & SON, 


1301 Chestnut St., 


Philadelphia. 
P.S.—A Written Guarantee—FOR FIVE YEARS—given with every Piane. 


the past Fifty-Three Years 
the Acknowledged Standard of the World— 
being copied not only by the makers of this 
country, but of Europe—will be offered during 


its preparation by a force of skilled workers, including 
members of five denominations. The present circula- 
tion of The Quarterly is 130,000 copies. This proves 
its popularity. It is usd by schools of all denomina- 
tions in every state ofthe Union. The number for the 
second quarter of this year (April, May, and June) 
will contain two colored maps, either one of which 
alone will be worth the price of the book. Will you 
not try The Quarterly in your class for a single quar- 
ter? For prices, see paragraph below. 


COST OF THE QUARTERLY. Many Superinten- 
dents who at first thought The Quarterly too expen- 
sive for them have found no difficulty in raising the 
money to supply their schools for three or six months 
at atime. Its price is 25 cents a year, or $25 fora 
hundred copies a year. Sent by mail without cost or 
postage to subscribers. Subscriptions taken for three 
or six months at the yearly rate; under 10 copies, three 
months, seven centseach. Tosupply your class would 
cost :—For five scholars, one year, $1.25; three months, 
35 cents; for ‘ten scholars, one year, §2.50; three 
months, 63 cents. If ordered by the year, they will be 
sent each quarter in ample time for use. Send seven 
cents for aspecimen copy Publishe! at the office ot 
The Sunday School Times, Address, John D. Wattles, 
Publisher, 610 Chestnut Street. Philadelphia, 
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Now Ready. 


PAPER, 50 Cts. ee 75 Cts. 
Sent post-paid on receipt of price. 


A 4 FAIRBANKS & CO., Publishers, 
46 Madison Street, 
Chicago, Il). 
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NTS 


NEW YORK 


And the East 


BY THE 


Bound Brook Route. 








THE DINGEE & CONARD C0’S 


BEAUTIFUL EVER-ELOOMING 


SES 


WedeliverStrong Pot Roses,svi: ihc 
flowering, safely oF mail, a 
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did V aricties 38 4 4: 83 br a ie) 
or our 


19 oe 
$1001 38 ms 
HO. L0G tor Rta Wie and choose from over 


finest sorts, Our Grent Dione Pook ts growing and 
distributing Poses, THY & CONARD CO., 
Rosk-GuowERs, West Grove, Chester Co., Pa, 


MAGICAL APPARATUS. 


Send 15 cents for Illustrated Catalogue with 
orices. The cost of catalogue may be deducted in 
emitting for first purchase. Address the mann- | 
acturer, THOMAS W. YOST, 35 North 9th 8t., | 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Refers, by permission, to the publisher of this 
raper. 











SACRAMENTAL SABBATHS. 


{fm Go. Bine and Gold, 40 cents 
“. E., Bo 


yee on . Address 
x 58, Kinderhook, New York. - 
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Elegant Mixed Cards, with name, 13 cents. 
Agent's outiit 0c. Seavy Bros., Northford, Cx. 
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CURTIS, coun.  v WASHBURN, 
@ Tremont Street, Boston. 





CROW s 


No. 1. 30 vols. 18mo 


No. % 15 wns _ eee zea 
Also just issued: 
No. 4. 36 vols, i8mo...............------ 6.75, 


For Primary and Infant Scholars. 


ATES, 
tifully illustrated, 
containing descriptive list 
well as 


Flower and Vegetable 
Sent on receipt of 


For NEW YORK and TRENTON, 
leave North Pennsylvania Depot, Third and 
Berks Streets, at 7.30, 9.30, 11.30 A. M., 1.30, 
4.15, 5.30 P, M., and 12 midnight, 


LONG BRANOH, OCEAN GROVE, 
and OCEAN BEACH, 7.80, 9.30.A. M., and 4,15 


Parlor Cars on 7.30, 9.80 A. M., and 
1.30 P. M., and Sleeping Cars on Midnight train, 


TICKET OFFIORS, 434, wan and 
1351 Chestnut Street, Berks Street t, and 
bares 


1 


134 East Chelten Ave., Germantown. 
collected and checked to destination by 
Express. 


FRANCIS H. SAYLOR, 
General Manager. 











ees toteeene THE WORDLESS BOOK 


SALVATION SYMBOLIZED 
Single copy by mail, 10c. 10 copies 7c. 50, $8. 
HARRY ANGELL, 410 Fourth Ave, N.Y. 





Containing a | 
choice selection of short and interesting stories, espe- 
cially adapted to this class of readers. Send for our 

compre: a, 
; Y. ChOW WELL, 744 Broasiway, New York. 


Sacramental Sabbaths. 


In oe ® Bine and Gold, 40 ay copy Address 
M. K., Box 38, Kinderhook, N ow Test. 
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WANAMAKER’S 
Grand=Depot. 


—COMPRISING— 


TWENTY STORES IN ONE, 


All on one Grand Floor, 


—_— 


Sw THE STOCK IS IMMENSE,-Ga 
And the prices are Lower than anywhere else, 





SILKS, 
DRESSGOODS, - everything that a lady wants. 
SHAWLS, | 


LACES, 
GLOVES, 
SHOES, 





and everyth!ng that a young lady wants 





HATS, 
CLOTHING, 
BOOTS, 
8UITS, 
BHIRTS, 
RUBBERS, 
BLANKETS, 
SHEETINGS, 
CURTAINS, 
— Correspondence freely invited from — 


—— outoftown, Samples promptlysent -—~ 
—— by mail, _— 


and everything that a gentieman wants 





and everything that a boy wants, 





and everything wanted for the house- 
hold, 











The opening of 1878 opens man bof features in the 


business at the rane oot = > of which 

is - ee one price of every 
JOHN WANAMAKER, 

Grand Depot . 15th St, _Fatlaselphta, 


School Music Books! 


High School Choir. 


Emerson and Tilden. §9.00 per dozen. A standard, 
useful, and favorite book. 


School Son 
C. Everest. 66 per dozen. 
and Normal Schools, 
Choice Trios. 


W.S. Tilden, $9 per dozen. Three t Songs for 
Female Colleges, Seminaries, etc, ~ - 


Grammar School Choir. 
W.58. Tilden. @ per doz. Excellent collection for 
High or Grammar Schcols. 
American School Music 


Readers. 
In 3 Books, each 35 cents, 50 cents”and 50 cents, 
Carefully pre pared for Graded Schools. 





ine Ly ~ Girls’ High 








The following are favorite general collections of 
genial Songs for Common Schools, 





ME snnccensnesnncpeobahnehen Ht. S. Perkins. .75 
MOCKING BIRD ...W. O. Perkins. .50 
Pit Ry Fs 9 | Ree , Overest. .50 

UR FAVORITE........-.. deusedeeee 8. 
MUSTO CHARTS. By Dr. Lowell Mason. 


Large Charts, containing 120 Blackboard Lessons, 
plainly visible to all, saving much trouble, easily set 
up and used, and furnish hg a complete course of 
Encl ee — by Express. In two rolls or sets. 


OLIVER DITSON & CO., Boston. 


on bos A. DITSON 4 CO. J. oe ap od 
roadway, en tree 
New York. Philadelphia.” | tai 





( 
ata , 


Seit Complete ia Terry, $75. 


Sett Complete in Plush, $85. 
Made in solid black wa!nut and finished in the 





most elegant manner. 30 other styles, #5 to at 
sett. Pew cushions, 35 cts. to $1.25 per foot. Chu 

Chapel, and Sunday School Furniture on hand of "the 
latest and most Varer: ed patterns, or made to order 
at short notice, Photographs, with Price List, sent by 
mail if applied for. 


Paine’s Manufactory,| 


48 CANAL STREET, 
And 141 Friend Street, 


Boston, Mass. 


RUSTIC WORK, | 


Hanging Baskets, Rus- 
tic Vases, Rustic Settees, 
Rustic Chairs, Bird 
Houses, Window Gardens, 
Portable Flower Stands, 
Rustic Designs of all de- 
Secriptions manufactured 
and for sale, 

Fiorists’ Supplies 

IN GENERAL 

This Hanging Basket in 
five ines, 5, ¥'9, Lids, Band 
15 inches in diameter 
Price. 75¢., $1, (81.50, $2.00, 
$2.50, sent by express to 
any part of the . S&S, on 
receipt of price. 

send stamp for Illustra- 
ted Catalogue. 


Rustic Mfg. Co., 


29 FULTON ST., 
New York City, 


Please state what paper 
you saw this in. 






zesson, Questions, Bibie Greetings, 


raphical Notes, 


condensed information. 


& — one year, 50 cents. 








JTHE LESSON HELPER for Teachers and Advanced Classes, has four larg» 
yages for each Sunday, containing the Scriptare-Text of the International 
introduction 
Fall Explanatory Notes on the meaning of the Lesson, 
pinions of the Best Commentators on the Meaning and A oe of the 
Lesson, Other Passages of Scripture that throw light on 
tical Lessons with Bible Authority, Central Truth with Scriptural Appli- 
cation, Reflections, Incidents that Hlustrate the Lesson, Maps, j 
Review Exercise, ete. A minister writes: * The Lesson Helper is a marvel of 
I know of no 
valuabie aid in the same space, and for the same cost.” 


Geographical and Bio- 


he Lesson, Prac: 


aaieations. 


ublication that furnishes so much 
One copy, one month 


Ten copies, and over, each, 25 cents a year 
EUGENE R. SMITH, ‘Publis Mer, 70 Bible — New York. 





These Preparations 
have been the standard 
of purity and excellence 
for nearly one hundred 
years, and have gained 
a world-wide reputation. 
They are pure, nutri- 
tious, and healthy. Co- 
coa contains as much 
flesh-forming matter as 


WALTER BAKER & COS 


CHOCOLATE AND 











For Supper 


COCOA. 


Broma, an excellent 
food for Invalids, and 
unrivaled in delicacy 
and aroma Breakfast 
Cocoa,—a general favor- 
ite. Baker’s No. 1 
Chocolate, the very best 
preparation of plain 
Chocolate in the market. 
Vanilla Chocolate, un- 
surpassed in flavor and 
quality. 








Awarded the highest premium at the Paris, Vienna, and Philadelphia Expositions. 











USE A A BINDER. 


Subscribers wishing to keep their wenabe of The Times in Zhe Thihis ba pied condition, and have them at 
hand for reference, should use a binder. Wecan send by mail, postage paid, a strong, plain 
binder for $1.00, or a handsome one, half leather, for $1.50. These binders have been made 
expressly for The Times, and are of the best manufacture. The papers can be placed in the 
binder week by week, thus keeping the file complete. Address, 


=. OHN D. WATTLES, lh gem 610 Chestnut St., Phila. 








Braivand’s. Musical World 


FOR FEBRUARY, 1878. 


$1.60 per annum. 


Fy ) dendiing musical monthly. Each number con- 
of beautiful new music and choice read- 
tn mat matt er, ~ Sema by Karl Merz. The February num- 


16 cents per number. 


manor 2: yy oy popular song of theday. ByS. 


Adams, Sells for 40 cents. 
eS —Beautiful waltz song. By Collin Coe. Sells 
30 cents. 
@WENDOLINE.—A choice composition for piano- 
forte. Sells for 30 cents. 
HARP SOUNDS.—An elegant fantasia for piano by 
A. Jungmann. Sells for 50 cent 


Sells for 30 cents. 


But all this choice music is included in the Musica 

ORLD for February which sells for only 15 cents. 
Sold by most newsdealers, or mailed on receipt of 
price by the publishers. 

For $1.50 we will send the Musica Worup ene 
year, containing over $20 worth of new music. 


The February Number contains an t{llustrated sup- 
Biusteat givin the history, full description and a fine 
Illustration of the grand new Cincinnati Music Hall. 
in addition to the usual 1 amount of musical read- 
ing ances, Now is the time to subscribe. Agents 
wanted. 

ae The trade cumeites by Re American News i. ie 
New York, or Bran House, Williams & Manss, 
cinnati, O. 

CS Catalogues of sheet music and music books sent 


8. BRAINARD’S SONS, Pubs, Cleveland, oO. 





AFARM (0. HOME 


time to secure i nly , DL- 
LARS ‘pr an Acre of the BEST and ia Sesastes. 


in Eastern Nebraska now for sale. TEN YEARS’ 
CREDIT GIVEN; INTEREST ONT Y six 
PER CENT. Full information sent free. 4 
dress O. F. DAVIS, Land Agent U. P. R. 

OMAHA, NEBRASKA. 








5 o Sabbath School Songs— a new S. 8, 
|For 1: 15 ts. b Cts. | Siosie book just out Ali 
Music, All Nev New Hymns. Free. sparkling, good. 
Also a free specimen copy of Th 
Musical Million, acharming 60 cent | For r 15 | C ts.| | 
Monthly all 





Address, 
RUEBUSH, KIEFFER & CO., 


Singer’s Glen, Rockingham Co., Va. 


BY CONYBEARE & HOWSON. 
I2mo. Cloth, 764 pages, 75 cents! 


Leary's Old Book Store, 


Ninth Street, below Market, Philadelphia. 





ucklow’s Catalogue of Practical Religious Works 





on application, 42d St, and Madison Ave., N. Y. 


ST. PAUL WALTZ.—Arranged ‘as duet for four hands. ; 


1 





We will send you acopy of Gabriel's | 


New i 


LIFE OF ST. PAUL. 





ers, 


By Rev. Rob’t Lowry and W. Howard Doane. 
happily adapted to the wants 0: 
PRAYER 
29 Com 

Numerous letters have been received from promi- 
following as fair specimens of intelligent and disin- 

“Tt is by all odds the best.” 

“ Best book I have seen for our work.” 

“Comes just when such a book is needed,” 


Fountain of So 
ountain of Song. 
A new and superior collection of Sacred Songs, > eal 
oughly winnowed, carefully cmmenens, and 
TEMPERANCE 
GOSPEL 
HOME 
Ty T, 
FOUNTAIN OF SONG 
104 W 
Has ag 
172 Hymuas and Songs. 
nent Christian men and women who have examined 
advance copies of FOUNTAIN oF Sone. We select the 
terested criticism: 
“T cordially commend it.” 
“ Am thankful for its publication.” 
“The best of anything I have seen.” 
“ Admirably adapted to meet the want.” 
“Meets my ideas of a Temperance Book.” 
‘Not one objectionable sentiment has ¢ 
“ Will be a most acceptable and 


zept into it.” 
pular Mitte book.” 


* Just the book needed in our Spel Temperance 
Meetings.” 
Price, in Board Covers, 1 per 100 Copies; 30 Cents 
each by Mail. 


May be ordered of see fles and Music Dealers. 


BI&LOW «& MAIN, Publishers, 


76 East Ninth Street, New York. 
73 Randolph Street, Chicago. 


THE DINGEE & CONARD CO’S 


BEAUTIFUL EVER-BLOOMING 


ROSES 


deliverStrong Pot Kuses,sui able sor immediate 
ering, sately by mail, at all post-oftices. 5 Ss ET ne 
did Varieties, your choice, all labele od Li ip Se 
Sy B for BS: 26 for $4; 35 f 
100 for BLE. Send for our NEW tie 
in i A28. c U ! TURE, and choose from over 500 
finest sorts. Our Great Sj alty is growing and 
distributing Roses, THE DINGKE & CONARD CO.» 
Rose- GROWERS, West Grove, Chester Co., Pa. 















FIRST CLASS TREES AND PLANTS At very 
Low Rates. Apple-trees, lic.each; Standard Pea-, 
40c, each; Dwarf Pear, 30c. each. Strawberries, Ras - 
be: ries, Blackberries, and Grape Vines by the doz., 10), 
1(00,or 10,000. All goods packed and delivered at 
de pot without extra charge, Price-list free. Address 
S.C. DaCOU, MoorEsTOWN, Barlington Co., N. J. 





AMATEUR PRINTERS 


Will save mone y polacting * their material from the 
handsomest an Tha SOS ublished. Send 
tamp to NAT ions TYP! PEC iladelphia, 





‘Thirty-thind Anntel Repo 


OF THE 


New-York Lite Instance Co. 


Office, Nos. 346 and 348 Broadway. 


JANUARY I, 1878. 


Amount of net cash assets Janu- 


OLY 1, 1877 ccccecceenccovescovecese $32,730,898.20 
REVENUE ACCOUNT. 


Premiums received 
and deferred...... $6,232,394.70 


Less deferred pre- 
432,695.40 $5,799,699.30 


miums Jan, 1, '77, 

Interest received 
and accrued...... 2,168,015.85 
Less accrued Jan. 
5, etessbentens + 300,558.68 1,867,457.17 $7,667,156.47 


$40,398,054.67 


DISBURSEMENT ACCOUNT. 


Losses by death including ad- 





GE nen ne snqnenscapiecscus .. -$1,638,128.39 
Endowments matured and dis- 
een 185,169.12 


Life annuities and reinsurances, 
Dividends and returned pre- 
miums on cancelled policies. 
Com missions, broke rages, 

agency expenses, and phy- 

CT eee eee 
Taxes, office and law expenses, 

salaries, advertising. printing, 

ccatinnnraapeenpenncctoesesess 
Reduet of pre- 

miums on United 

States stocks.......$211,112.72 
Reduction on other 


194,318.86 
. -2, 421,847.36 


531,526.03 






501,025.90 





12,030.00 

Contingent fund to 
cover any depreci- 
ation in value of 
real estate.......... 2 


473,142.72 $5,945,149.38 


$34,452,905.29 
ASSETS. 


Cash in bank, on hand and in 
transit; since received...... $1,216,301.61 
Invested in United States, 
New York City, and other 
stocks (market value $13,- 
SH SER. IB). .conscadcaseccsee 
Real estate 
Bonds and 





12.875,584.69 
3,350,268.07 





first 
lien on real estate, (buildings 
thereon insured for $13,580,- 
000, and the policies assigned 
to the company as additional 
collateral security)........... 


mortgages, 


15,379,202.23 
*Loans on existing policic 
(the reserve hel y the 
company on these policies 
amoants to $%,445,195)........ 
*Quarterly and semi-annual 
premiums on existing poli- 
cies, due subsequent to Jan. 
_ aaa 
*Premiums on existing poli- 
cies in course of transmission 
and collection (estimated re- 
serve on these policies, $674,- 
000; included in liabilities)... 
Agents’ 0 ere 
Accrued interest on invest- 
ments to Jan. 1 1878. 


695,234.74 


396,289.26 


167,183.37 
56,940.97 


315,895.35 
*A detailed schedule of these 
items will accompany the 
usual annual report filed with 
the Insurance Department of 
the state of New York. 
Excess of market value of se- 
curities over cost. one 504,345 64 


CASH ASSETS, Jan. 1, 1878......- $34,957,250.93 
rT th pees d as Biases: 





$34,452,905, 29 











Adjusted losses, due subse- 

quent to Jan. 1, BP ads ance 348,069.48 
Reported losses, awaiting 

proof, &c 112,897.84 
Reserved for reinsurance on 

existing policies; partici- 

pating insurance’ at 4 per 

cent, Carlisle, net premium ; 

non-participating at 5 per 

cent, Carlisle, net premium, 31,022,405.99 
Reserved for contingent lis 

bilities to Tontine Divid nd 

Fund, over and above a 4 

per cent reserve on existing 

policies of that class......- 792,302.22 
Reserved for premiums paid 

8 Ra ee 17 430.91 32,298,106.44 





Divisible surplus at 4 per cent.......- $2.664,144.49 
Surplus, estimated by the New York 
$6,000,000 


state standard at 4}5 per cent over. 

From the undiv ided surplus of $2,664,144.49 the Board 
of Trustees has declared a reversionary dividend avail- 
able on settlement of next annual premium to par- 
Seeesee policies proportionate to their contribution 
to surplus. 





During the year 6,597 policies have been issued, in- 
suring $20,156,639. 


Number of policies in force Jan. 1, 1976....4, 661 
Number of policies in force Jan. 1, 1877,...45,421 
Number of policies in force Jan. 1, 1878....45,606 


Amount at risk Jan. 1,1 ~~ -$126,132,119 
Amount at risk Jan. 1, 1 127, 748,473 
Amount at risk Jan.*l, 1878..............- 


Divisible surplus at 4 per cent. Jan 1, 1876, 
Divisible surplus at 4 per cent. Jan. 1, 1877 
Divisible surplus at 4 per cent. Jan. 1, 1878 


TRUSTEES 


MORRIS FRANKLIN, WM. H. APPLETON, 
ROBERT B. COLLINS, EDWARD MARTIN, 
CHAS, WRIGHT, M. D., ISAAC C. KENDAEL, 

J. F. SEYMOUR, WILLIAM H. BEERS, 
JOHN MAIRS, H. B. CLAFLIN, 
DAVID DOWS, LOOMIS L. WHITE, 
HENRY BOWERS, GEORGE A. OSGOOD, 
WILLIAM BARTON, JOHN M. FURMAN, 
WILLIAM A. BOOTH, EDW.A.WHITTEMORE. 


MORRIS FRANKLIN, preiacu: 
WILLIAM H, BEERS, Vice-President and 


Actuary. 
THEODORE M. BANTA, Cashier. 
D. O. DELL, Superintendent of Agencies. 


CHARLES EGRT, M. D., Medical 
HENRY TUCK, M. D., } 






N.Y. City 





